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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 140 thousand articles per day on Monday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus, data shown till 3 May (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA:  models project sharp rise in deaths as more US states are allowing 

certain businesses to open despite growing cases; world leaders pledge 8 

billion USD for a vaccine, but the USA decline to participate; Anthony 

Fauci, WHO and Five Eyes network contradict theory Covid-19 leaked 

from lab. 

 Spain: daily coronavirus deaths in Spain remain under 200 

 Italy’s new cases and deaths are stable as lockdown eased; Italy had 

11,600 unexplained 'excess deaths' in March 

 France's first known Covid-19 case might have occurred in December 

 Germany: number of new cases is decreasing slightly with 685 new cases 

and 139 new deaths 

 UK: According to ECDC, the UK along with Poland, Romania and 

Sweden stood out as showing ‘no substantial changes in the last 14 days’ 

 Belgium reaches 50,267 confirmed cases 

 Luxembourg: shops will be allowed to open on 11 May; 4 new cases were 

reported  

 Russia has reported a dramatic spike in the number of new cases for two 

days in a row, with 10,581 confirmed cases on Monday. 

 Iran has reopened mosques in parts of the country deemed at low risk as it 

announced another 74 deaths from Covid-19. 

 India sees highest single-day spike with 3,900 cases and 195 deaths in 24 

hours; restrictions are eased even as cases surge 

 Brazil's increasing Covid-19 cases worry its neighboring countries; 107,780 

confirmed cases and 7,321 deaths 

 Singapore: 632 new coronavirus cases bringing total to 19,410 

 South Korea reported zero local infections for two days in a row, while 

there were three imported cases; respiratory-only clinics and remote 

medical care will be introduced. 

 Japan: 178 new cases and 20 new deaths were confirmed as state of 

emergency is prolonged until 31 May 

 China reports 1 new case, no deaths 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

India, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "Models shift to predict dramatically more U.S. deaths as states relax 

social distancing" (politico) 

 

 "Trump trots out his latest pandemic fall guy: Anthony Fauci" 

(washingtonpost) 

 

 "Fauci: No scientific evidence the coronavirus was made in a Chinese lab" 

(nationalgeographic) 

 

 "15 children are hospitalized with mysterious illness possibly tied to 

Covid-19" (nytimes) 

 

 "Trump and his infallible advisers. Beware men who never admit having 

been wrong." (nytimes) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Guardian, CNN, Youtube and the Washington Post. 

 

El Diario, Infobae, CNN (Spanish Version), Clarin, El País and RT (Spanish 

version) and Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned 

Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/u-s-states-plow-ahead-with-reopening-trump-warns-death-toll-could-hit-100000-idUSKBN22G1T3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/us/coronavirus-live-updates.html#link-603c47be
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/us/coronavirus-live-updates.html#link-603c47be
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-eu-virus/world-leaders-pledge-8-billion-to-fight-covid-19-but-us-steers-clear-idUSKBN22G0RM
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-eu-virus/world-leaders-pledge-8-billion-to-fight-covid-19-but-us-steers-clear-idUSKBN22G0RM
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/05/anthony-fauci-no-scientific-evidence-the-coronavirus-was-made-in-a-chinese-lab-cvd/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/05/anthony-fauci-no-scientific-evidence-the-coronavirus-was-made-in-a-chinese-lab-cvd/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/05/who-says-it-has-no-evidence-to-support-speculative-covid-19-lab-theory-pushed-by-us
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/04/five-eyes-network-contradicts-theory-covid-19-leaked-from-lab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/04/five-eyes-network-contradicts-theory-covid-19-leaked-from-lab
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-05-04/daily-coronavirus-deaths-in-spain-remain-under-200.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-04/italy-s-new-virus-cases-and-deaths-are-stable-as-lockdown-eased
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-mortality/italys-coronavirus-death-toll-far-higher-than-reported-stats-office-idUSKBN22G1WM
https://www.france24.com/en/20200505-france-s-first-known-covid-19-case-was-in-december
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/covid-19-aktuelle-zahlen-zum-coronavirus-in-deutschland.1939.de.html?drn:news_id=1127350
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/covid-19-aktuelle-zahlen-zum-coronavirus-in-deutschland.1939.de.html?drn:news_id=1127350
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/may/04/uk-behind-most-european-states-in-tackling-coronavirus-says-agency
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/may/04/uk-behind-most-european-states-in-tackling-coronavirus-says-agency
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/109497/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-50267-confirmed-cases/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/geschaefte-duerfen-ab-11-mai-wieder-oeffnen/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/nur-vier-neuinfektionen-in-luxemburg-zahl-der-toten-bleibt-bei-96/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/nur-vier-neuinfektionen-in-luxemburg-zahl-der-toten-bleibt-bei-96/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus-in-russia-2-days-surging-covid-19-cases-as-testing-ramps-up-2020-05-4/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus-in-russia-2-days-surging-covid-19-cases-as-testing-ramps-up-2020-05-4/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1669681/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1669681/middle-east
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/india-spike-records-cases-deaths-toll-health-ministry-1674500-2020-05-05
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus-in-india-government-eases-covid-19-restrictions-today-as-cases-surge-2020-05-04/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/world/2020/05/brazils-increasing-covid-19-cases-worry-its-neighbors-and-sparks-criticisms.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/05/04/brasil-tem-7288-mortes-e-105222-casos-confirmados-de-novo-coronavirus-diz-ministerio.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/05/04/brasil-tem-7288-mortes-e-105222-casos-confirmados-de-novo-coronavirus-diz-ministerio.ghtml
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/632-new-coronavirus-cases-in-singapore-bringing-total-to-19410
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200505000200
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200505000200
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200504000643
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200504000643
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13351392
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/04/national/japan-shinzo-abe-extends-state-of-emergency-coronavirus/#.XrEcW6gzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/04/national/japan-shinzo-abe-extends-state-of-emergency-coronavirus/#.XrEcW6gzbIU
https://apnews.com/52819aec214597b41944e954742fcf98
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/04/cdc-daily-deaths-coronavirus-234377
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/05/04/trump-trots-out-his-latest-pandemic-fall-guy-anthony-fauci/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/05/anthony-fauci-no-scientific-evidence-the-coronavirus-was-made-in-a-chinese-lab-cvd/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/05/nyregion/children-Kawasaki-syndrome-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/opinion/trump-coronavirus.html
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Kwon Joon-wook (South Korea, Deputy Director at Korea CDC): 

"If a second wave of infections strikes, it will be different from the 

one we experienced in late February"; "We are making all out efforts 

in preparation [of a potential second wave]." 

 

Michael Ryan (WHO, Executive Director): 

"Like any evidence-based organisation, we would be very willing to 

receive any information that purports to the origin of the virus"; "If 

that data and evidence is available, then it will be for the United 

States government to decide whether and when it can be shared, but it 

is difficult for the WHO to operate in an information vacuum in that 

regard." 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: spread of the virus, prevention and treatment 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that pregnant women are more likely 

to contract COVID-19, reporting that there is currently no 

evidence supporting such claims (pesacheck). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the novel coronavirus cannot 

spread in warm climates, noting that while studies suggest that 

heat may constitute an adverse environment for the virus, that does 

not mean that the virus cannot spread in warm climates 

(animalpolitico). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that a product called “air doctor” - a 

bag that releases chlorine dioxide into the air - protects against 

COVID-19 (fatabyyano). 

 

Fact checked: anti-vax narratives 

 Fact checkers continue to debunk claims that Dr Elisa Granato, 

one of the UK's first COVID-19 vaccine trial participants, died 

shortly after being injected with the vaccine (pesacheck). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 is a Big Pharma 

fraud and it can be treated with stem cell therapy, clarifying that 

while stem cell therapy has been used to treat a COVID-19 patient 

in the US and seven others in Israel, more trials are still under way 

(mythdetector). 

 Fact checkers continue to debunk claims that Nobel Prize-winning 

scientist Tasuku Honjo said SARS-CoV-2 is not natural and 

originated in a Wuhan lab (teyit). 

 

 

https://pesacheck.org/false-there-is-currently-no-evidence-that-pregnancy-puts-women-at-greater-risk-of-getting-covid-19-aef093fa2d9a
https://www.animalpolitico.com/elsabueso/clima-calido-tambien-se-transmite-el-coronavirus/
https://fatabyyano.net/%d9%85%d9%86%d8%aa%d8%ac-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d9%8a%d8%b1-%d8%af%d9%83%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b1-air-doctor-%d9%8a%d9%82%d9%8a%d9%83-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%81%d9%8a%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b3-%d8%ae%d8%a7%d8%b5/
https://pesacheck.org/false-reports-that-the-first-covid-19-trial-vaccine-recipient-has-died-are-untrue-1589be56a0dc
http://mythdetector.ge/ka/myth/aris-tu-ara-gherovani-ujredebit-covid-19-mkurnaloba-dagegmili-da-klinikurad-gamotsdili
https://teyit.org/nobel-odullu-profesor-tasuku-honjonun-yeni-koronavirusun-laboratuvarda-uretildigini-soyledigi-iddiasi/

