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Diverging trends
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Diverging policy rationales
Rowing with the flow of 

modernisation 

Rowing against the 

flow of modernisation
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1. Intervention on the direct drivers of fertility, 

mortality, migration

2. Intervention on the proximate drivers 

3. Addressing (mainstreaming) the 

consequences of demographic change in 

various policy domains

Scope of population policies

Interventionism or abstentionism?

Adaptation or mitigation?

Strictly speaking the scope of 

population policies
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24 statements from key papers in the literature
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Agreement and convergence in opinions
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Population	growth	in	poorest	regions	of	the	globe	is	an	obstacle	to	development	that	makes	it	difficult
to	be	optimistic	about	their	futures.

Contribution	from	increased	use	of	robotics	and	AI	to	productivity	will	offset	challenges	linked	with

population	ageing.

Measures	for	the	stabilization	of	social	security	and	care	systems	could	offset	challenges	linked	with
population	ageing.

There	will	be	increasing	concern	about	the	future	among	younger	people.
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Given	demographic	inertia,	it	is	too	late	to	act	on	population	size	to	limit	emissions.

More	than	by	population	size	and	composition,	environmental	impacts	and	emissions	are	determined

by	affluence,	technology	and	the	unequal	distribution	of	income	across	and	within	countries.
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y Education	and	urbanization	will	autonomously	lead	to	a	reduction	in	fertility	therefore	there	is	limited

need	for	family	planning	policies.

It	is	time	to	look	again	at	the	Cairo	consensus	and	pursue	a	stabilisation	of	population	for

environmental	and	sustainable	development	while	preserving	basic	human	rights.

Population	policies	should	not	pursue	demographic	targets;	their	primary	goal	should	be	to	strengthen
the	human	resource	base	for	national	and	global	sustainable	development.

high	fertility low	fertilityhigh	fertility low	fertility

Different opinions between low and high fertility regions
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PO_210	All	our	environmental	problems	become	easier
to	solve	with	fewer	people,	and	harder	–	and	ultimately
impossible	–	to	solve	with	ever	more	people.

PO_207	Population	growth	in	poorest	regions	of	the
globe	is	an	obstacle	to	development	that	makes	it	difficult
to	be	optimistic	about	their	futures.

PO_216	More	than	by	population	size	and	composition,
environmental	impacts	and	emissions	are	determined	by
affluence,	technology	and	the	unequal	distribution	of
income	across	and	within	countries.

PO_223	Education	and	urbanization	will
autonomously	lead	to	a	reduction	in	fertility
therefore	there	is	limited	need	for	family
planning	policies.

PO_222	Population	policies	should	not
pursue	demographic	targets;	their	primary
goal	should	be	to	strengthen	the	human
resource	base	for	national	and	global
sustainable	development.

PO_221	It	is	time	to	look	again	at	the
Cairo	consensus	and	pursue	a
stabilisation	of	population	for
environmental	and	sustainable
development	while	preserving	basic
human	rights.
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How the role of policy correlates with the salience of the issues
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Should policies pursue demographic targets in the first place?

Can population policies be effective at all in modifying long-term processes of demographic 

transition linked modernisation/urbanisation/development? 

Should we more simply start adapting to low fertility and ageing society?

Conclusions
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Thank you
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