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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with over 90 thousand articles per day on Wednesday (in 

70 languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 US surpasses 150,000 deaths far eclipsing projections 

 Brazil: President Bolsonaro insists on lifting restrictions even as cases hit 

more than 2.5 million with about 90,000 deaths 

 Spain records 1,153 daily cases, the highest figure since May 1 

 Italy extends state of emergency into October 

 France's reported new cases hit one-month peak 

 Germany: number of new cases is rising in Germany with 902 confirmed 

cases in one day 

 Belgium: similar measures as in Antwerp, including a curfew, are not 

ruled out in the Brussels Region if the coronavirus figures continue to rise 

 Luxembourg: 83 new cases reported in Thursday update 

 Russia claims it's on track to approve Covid-19 vaccine by mid-August 

 Poland reported its highest daily rise in cases since the start of the 

pandemic with 615 new infections and a further 15 deaths 

 UK: Sanofi and GSK said they had reached an agreement to supply the 

UK with up to 60 million doses of a potential vaccine 

 Israel records over 2,000 new cases 

 South Africa braces for more deaths as cases surge 

 India: worst single-day jump of 52,123 cases in India 

 Australia: state of Victoria reported its worst death toll and case rise 

prompting fears that a six-week lockdown of Melbourne is not working 

 North Korea on alert over first suspected coronavirus case reported on 26 

July 

 China: more than 18,000 people quarantined in China amid a spike in 

cases across the country 

 Japan: Tokyo’s governor hinted that the capital may declare a state of 

emergency after a record new 367 cases 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

India, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "Twitter penalizes Donald Trump Jr. for posting hydroxychloroquine 

misinformation amid coronavirus pandemic" (washingtonpost) 

 "Google to keep employees home until summer 2021 amid coronavirus 

pandemic. search-engine giant pushes back return to normalcy" (wsj) 

 "One question still dogs Trump: Why not try harder to solve the 

coronavirus crisis?" (washingtonpost) 

 "Social media giants remove viral video with false coronavirus claims that 

Trump retweeted" (cnn) 

 "Three-Quarters of recovered coronavirus patients have heart damage 

months later, study finds" (people) 

 "Louie Gohmert, who refused to wear a mask, tests positive for 

coronavirus. The Texas Republican received the diagnosis during a pre-

screening procedure at the White House on Wednesday morning." 

(politico) 

 "Brazil's Bolsonaro accused of 'crimes against humanity' over 

coronavirus" (newsweek) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the Washington Post, CNN, the 

New York Times and Politico. 

 

CNN (Spanish Version), El Diario, Infobae, RT (Spanish Version) and El 

Confiedencial, and Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the most 

mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/29/us/coronavirus-deaths-150000.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/phase-pandemic-brazil-hits-record-daily-deaths-cases-200730023554079.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/phase-pandemic-brazil-hits-record-daily-deaths-cases-200730023554079.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-07-30/spain-records-1153-daily-coronavirus-cases-the-highest-figure-since-may-1.html
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/123992/coronavirus-italy-extends-state-of-emergency-into-october/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20200729/france-not-in-second-wave-of-covid-19-cases-says-health-minister
https://www.thelocal.de/20200730/germany-sees-more-than-900-new-coronavirus-cases-in-a-day
https://www.thelocal.de/20200730/germany-sees-more-than-900-new-coronavirus-cases-in-a-day
https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/124188/brussels-could-begin-curfew-if-things-get-worse-health-minister-warns/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/124188/brussels-could-begin-curfew-if-things-get-worse-health-minister-warns/
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1557360.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/28/europe/russia-coronavirus-vaccine-approval-intl/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-poland/poland-reports-highest-daily-rise-in-coronavirus-cases-idUSW8N2CW010
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-poland/poland-reports-highest-daily-rise-in-coronavirus-cases-idUSW8N2CW010
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-gsk-sanofi/sanofi-gsk-to-supply-up-to-60-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine-to-uk-idUKKCN24U0FJ
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-gsk-sanofi/sanofi-gsk-to-supply-up-to-60-million-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine-to-uk-idUKKCN24U0FJ
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/israel-records-over-2-000-new-coronavirus-cases/1926058
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/2020/07/30/south-africa-coronavirus-deaths/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/worst-single-day-jump-of-52-123-covid-19-cases-in-india-in-24-hours-for-first-time-119885
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53589817
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53589817
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53541730
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53541730
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/more-18-000-people-quarantined-china-covid-19-cases-rise-n1235288
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/more-18-000-people-quarantined-china-covid-19-cases-rise-n1235288
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13591547
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13591547
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/07/28/trump-coronavirus-misinformation-twitter/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/google-to-keep-employees-home-until-summer-2021-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-11595854201
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-not-solve-coronavirus-crisis/2020/07/26/7fca9a92-cdb0-11ea-91f1-28aca4d833a0_story.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/28/tech/facebook-youtube-coronavirus/index.html
https://people.com/health/three-quarters-recovered-coronavirus-patients-have-heart-damage-months-later/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/29/louis-gohmert-who-refused-to-wear-a-mask-tests-positive-for-coronavirus-386076
https://www.newsweek.com/brazils-bolsonaro-accused-crimes-against-humanity-over-coronavirus-1520623
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Tedros Adhanom (WHO, Director-General): 
"When I declared a public health emergency of international concern 

on 30 January... there were less than 100 cases outside of China, and 

no deaths"; "Covid-19 has changed our world. It has brought people, 

communities and nations together, and driven them apart". 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
Fact checked: health claims 

 Fact checkers debunk a viral video claiming that masks are ineffective in 

mitigating transmission of COVID-19 (factcheck.org). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that nasal swab testing is dangerous because it 

might damage the blood-brain barrier (afpnapravoumiru). 

 Fact checkers debunk Donald Trump’s claims that students "don’t catch 

[the coronavirus] easily; they don’t bring it home easily", reporting that 

while the youngest students seem to face a lower risk to themselves and of 

passing the virus to others, several studies find that high schoolers catch 

and spread the virus much like adults (politifact). 

 

Fact checked: anti-vax claims 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Bill Gates admitted that thousands of 

people will die from the new COVID-19 vaccine, reporting that Gates 

actually talked about the number of people who could experience 

complications from the vaccine, which, according to his predictions, would 

be one in 10,000 (afpfactual). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the COVID-19 vaccine will change 

recipients’ DNA and “hook us all up to an artificial intelligence interface” 

(bbcrealitycheck). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk German physician and politician Wolfgang Wodarg’s 

claims that the pandemic is the result of systemic corruption in the 

scientific community and the media, that the coronavirus is not new and not 

more dangerous than the flu, and that the COVID-19 vaccine is dangerous 

and will cause genetic mutation (stopfake). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the pandemic was planned by the 

Rockefeller Foundation (faktograf). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.factcheck.org/2020/07/video-misrepresents-the-science-behind-face-masks/
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/odbornici-tvrdi-ze-test-na-covid-19-pomoci-vyteru-neni-nebezpecny-neporusuje-mozkovou-membranu
https://www.politifact.com/article/2020/jul/24/donald-trump-says-students-dont-catch-spread-covid/
https://factual.afp.com/bill-gates-hablo-de-posibles-efectos-secundarios-de-una-vacuna-contra-el-covid-19-no-de-muertos
https://www.bbc.com/news/53525002
https://www.stopfake.org/ru/fejk-pandemiya-koronavirusa-eto-rezultat-sistemnoj-korruptsii-v-nauke-i-smi/
https://faktograf.hr/2020/07/24/ne-pandemija-covida-19-nije-dio-tajnog-plana-eugenika-rat/

