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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with 80 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as 

detected by EMM/MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 UK government confirms second strain of coronavirus first identified and 

bans travel from South Africa 

 South African Covid-19 variant may be 'more effective at spreading' 

 US: more than 1 million people have been vaccinated in the US while case 

numbers continue to rise; President Trump rejected bipartisan stimulus 

package 

 India: active cases continue to drop amid threat of UK mutant strain  

 Brazil: Butantan institute says vaccine from China’s Sinovac has efficacy 

above 50%, but delays full results again 

 Spain’s incidence rate exceeds ‘extreme risk’ level  

 France reopened UK border to truckers with negative Covid test 

 Italy: families of Italian Covid-19 victims seek 120 EUR million from 

government 

 Germany: the number of new cases remains at a high level with 32195 

new cases and 802 deaths  

 Belgium found four cases of UK strain 'early December' 

 Luxembourg plans first vaccinations for 28 December 

 Sweden: the Swedish national response continues to be an outlier with 

cases and deaths increasing more rapidly than in its Nordic neighbours 

 Israel will impose a third national lockdown to fight climbing cases on 

Sunday for two weeks 

 Russia counted 29,900 new cases on Thursday, the highest daily spike 

 Antarctica: 36 confirmed cases were reported from Chilean Bernardo 

O'Higgins research stationNew Zealand reported seven new cases in 

managed isolation 

 Taiwan’s EVA Air fired New Zealand pilot blamed for Covid-19 case 

 South Korea secured vaccine deals as new restrictions take effect 

 Japan: Tokyo reported record high 888 new cases on Thursday 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 "Mutant coronavirus in the United Kingdom sets off alarms, but its 

importance remains unclear" (science, also: nytimes, bbc) 

 "Preliminary genomic characterisation of an emergent SARS-CoV-2 

lineage in the UK defined by a novel set of spike mutations" (virology) 

 "Biden team's multibillion-dollar school testing plan takes shape. The 

proposal under consideration calls for the federal government to cover 

the cost of providing tests to K-12 schools throughout the country." 

(politico) 

 "No ‘negative’ news: how China censored the coronavirus. Thousands of 

internal directives and reports reveal how Chinese officials stage-

managed what appeared online in the early days of the outbreak." 

(nytimes) 

 "L.A. County outlines wrenching moves to ration healthcare if COVID-

19 hospital crisis worsens" (latimes) 

 "Mexico misled citizens about the severity of coronavirus in its capital. 

The federal government had data that should have prompted an 

immediate lockdown in early December. Instead, it kept the city open for 

another two weeks." (nytimes) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, Fox News, 

Breitbart and Reuters. 

El País, RT (Spanish Version) and Infobae, and Le Monde and Le Parisien 

were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/23/uk-government-confirms-second-strain-of-coronavirus.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-55434086
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/23/south-african-covid-19-variant-may-be-more-effective-at-spreading
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/12/23/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/12/23/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-politics-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-bills-7d5b7e70e5193e88c6f24e425abbe0af
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-politics-legislation-coronavirus-pandemic-bills-7d5b7e70e5193e88c6f24e425abbe0af
https://www.bloombergquint.com/coronavirus-outbreak/coronavirus-india-updates-active-cases-continue-to-drop-amid-mutant-threat
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sinovac-brazil/brazil-institute-says-coronavac-efficacy-above-50-but-delays-full-results-idUSKBN28X2CR
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sinovac-brazil/brazil-institute-says-coronavac-efficacy-above-50-but-delays-full-results-idUSKBN28X2CR
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-12-24/spains-coronavirus-incidence-rate-exceeds-extreme-risk-level.html
https://theloadstar.com/france-reopens-uk-border-to-truckers-with-negative-covid-test/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-lawsuit-idUSKBN28X1PQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-lawsuit-idUSKBN28X1PQ
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/corona-news-deutschland-heiligabend-1.5155887
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/corona-news-deutschland-heiligabend-1.5155887
https://www.barrons.com/news/belgium-found-four-cases-of-uk-covid-strain-early-december-01608659724?tesla=y
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1634153.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32750-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32750-1/fulltext
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-set-to-enter-3rd-national-lockdown-on-sunday-as-infections-surge/
https://apnews.com/article/international-news-pandemics-coronavirus-pandemic-china-coronavirus-vaccine-b0cc14d0076597c576ba4ea0e3db8b93
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/23/covid-in-antarctica-what-do-we-know-about-the-cases-and-how-it-got-there
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/23/covid-in-antarctica-what-do-we-know-about-the-cases-and-how-it-got-there
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/433472/covid-19-for-23-december-seven-new-cases-in-managed-isolation
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/433472/covid-19-for-23-december-seven-new-cases-in-managed-isolation
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/world/433540/taiwan-airline-sacks-new-zealand-pilot-blamed-for-covid-19-case
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20201224-south-korea-secures-covid-19-vaccine-deals-as-new-restrictions-take-effect
https://japantoday.com/category/national/tokyo-reports-record-high-888-new-coronavirus-cases
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/12/mutant-coronavirus-united-kingdom-sets-alarms-its-importance-remains-unclear
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/20/health/coronavirus-britain-variant.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55388846
https://virological.org/t/preliminary-genomic-characterisation-of-an-emergent-sars-cov-2-lineage-in-the-uk-defined-by-a-novel-set-of-spike-mutations/563
https://www.politico.com/amp/news/2020/12/23/biden-frequent-testing-reopen-schools-coronavirus-450280
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/19/technology/china-coronavirus-censorship.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-12-19/los-angeles-county-coronavirus-hospitalization-surge-rationing
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/21/world/americas/mexico-city-covid.html
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 Fact Check 
 Fact checkers debunk claims that coronavirus tests are unreliable given 

that Coca-Cola tests positive for coronavirus. Fact checkers report that 

antigen tests are designed to analyse human fluids and should not be used 

to analyse other substances with different acidity or alkalinity (efe). 

 Fact checkers address a selectively edited news clip that has been widely 

shared in anti-vax social media pages to suggest the COVID-19 vaccine is 

unsafe. The clip shows a nurse fainting after she gets the vaccine, but - 

fact checkers note - it does not show her quick recovery afterward when 

she explains that she is prone to fainting when triggered by the slightest 

pain (factcheck.org). 

 Fact checkers address an image circulating on Facebook and Twitter 

claiming to show three of four clinical trial volunteers who have 

developed Bell's palsy after receiving doses of the Pfizer vaccine. Fact 

checkers report that while a US FDA document states that four 

participants developed Bell's palsy during the trials, investigators found 

"no clear basis upon which to conclude a causal relationship" between the 

vaccine and the condition (afpfactcheck). 

 Fact checkers debunk a video in which a man, who identifies himself as 

Muslim, tries to dissuade people from taking the Pfizer vaccine because it 

is “not halal”, reporting that, according to experts, the vaccine does not 

have any nonhalal ingredients in it (newsweek). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines contain “toxic” 

ingredients that make them more dangerous than COVID-19 itself, 

reporting that while the vaccines may cause mild or moderate short-term 

reactions, these resolve without complication (politifact). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that cold-storage COVID-19 vaccines are 

aimed at genetic manipulation (aap). 

 

https://www.efe.com/efe/espana/efeverifica/los-test-de-coronavirus-no-funcionan-con-coca-cola-ni-otras-bebidas/50001435-4423016
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/12/anti-vaccine-posts-use-deceptively-edited-video-clip/
https://factcheck.afp.com/old-photos-circulated-misleading-social-media-posts-about-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-trial
https://www.newsweek.com/fact-check-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-halal-1555998
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/dec/18/facebook-posts/no-new-coronavirus-vaccines-are-not-more-dangerous/
https://www.aap.com.au/chill-out-cold-storage-mrna-covid-19-vaccines-are-legitimate/

