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COVID-19 media surveillance

21 January 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 85 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as
detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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Headlines

US: President Biden says US Covid-19 death toll will probably top
500,000 next month; US to deliver 100 million vaccine doses in first 100
days of presidency

South Africa: Covid-19 variant 501Y.V2 discovered in South Africa
carries mutations that may weaken the effect of vaccines according to
South African study

UK: third lockdown shows ‘no evidence of decline” in Covid rates
according to REACT study findings :
Spain: hundreds have received the vaccine even though they are not part of :
the first priority group i
France aims to vaccinate entire population by end of August

Germany mandates medical-grade masks in the workplace, on public
transportation, and in shops

Belgium could ban non-essential travel even if no EU-wide solution is
found

Luxembourg: just one in three Luxembourg residents invited to receive a
coronavirus shot has shown up for the vaccination so far

Hungary becomes first in EU to approve Russian Sputnik V vaccine
Portugal bans all UK flights to tackle rapid spread of new variant
Ireland’s COVID-19 death rate is at its highest level since the start of the
pandemic

Israel: lockdown extended amid estimates B.1.1.7 variant will account for
most new infections by March

Brazil is waiting for a shipment of AstraZeneca vaccines from India and a
shipment of Sinovac vaccines from China

India is giving away millions of vaccine doses as a tool of diplomacy
Australia recorded a fourth day of zero cases on Thursday

New Zealand reported 11 cases with UK variant and 6 cases with South
Africa variant in managed isolation

South Korea: Health minister expects herd immunity to be achieved by
November

China is building a guarantine camp with more than 4,000 isolation suites
in Hebei Province

Japan expects to secure 310 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines
according to PM Suga; 10C chief Bach declares 'there is no plan B' and
that Tokyo Olympics will go ahead
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

Twitter

i = "UK now has highest Covid death rate in the world. Nearly 1,000 people

are dying each day on average in the UK. Meanwhile, New Zealand has

not recorded a single death since September" (theindependent)

"Vaccinators could lose their licences for giving second doses

prematurely. ‘There is a complete refusal at the highest levels to grant
permission for second doses before 12 weeks’" (theindependent)

"Devi Sridhar: Independent Scotland could have handled coronavirus

better” (heraldscotland)

"[Spanish] Ministry of Health sells 30,000 doses of the coronavirus

vaccine to Andorra” (abc)

"Germany makes medical face masks use mandatory in public
transportation" (asahi_jp)

"The lockdown is extended - with no perspective. Again politics only :
reacts. A group of experts relies on a zero-case plan. 'No Covid' could be a :
way out." (zeit_de) :

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the
i Independent, CNN and Reuters.

RT (Spanish version), El Pais, ABC and El Diario, and Le Monde and Ouest
i France were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources,
i respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-biden-vaccine/biden-says-u-s-coronavirus-death-toll-will-probably-top-500000-next-month-idUSKBN29Q2S7?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-biden-vaccine/biden-says-u-s-coronavirus-death-toll-will-probably-top-500000-next-month-idUSKBN29Q2S7?il=0
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/21/joe-biden-executive-actions-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jan/21/joe-biden-executive-actions-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.vox.com/2021/1/21/22240475/covid-new-variant-south-africa-uk-brazil-vaccine-coronavirus
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/01/119_302840.html
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.18.427166v1
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/21/covid-englands-third-lockdown-sees-no-evidence-of-decline-in-cases.html
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/research-and-impact/groups/react-study/real-time-assessment-of-community-transmission-findings/
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-01-21/spains-covid-immunization-drive-dogged-by-line-jumping-politicians-and-other-irregularities.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-01-21/spains-covid-immunization-drive-dogged-by-line-jumping-politicians-and-other-irregularities.html
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210121-france-s-health-minister-says-vaccination-goal-is-70-million-by-end-of-august
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2021/01/20/germany-mandates-medical-grade-masks/?sh=46b3070b2596
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2021/01/20/germany-mandates-medical-grade-masks/?sh=46b3070b2596
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/150668/belgium-to-ban-non-essential-travel-if-no-eu-wide-solution-is-found-consultative-committee-alexander-de-croo-summit/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/150668/belgium-to-ban-non-essential-travel-if-no-eu-wide-solution-is-found-consultative-committee-alexander-de-croo-summit/
https://luxtimes.lu/luxembourg/42832-only-one-in-three-people-showing-up-for-vaccinations
https://luxtimes.lu/luxembourg/42832-only-one-in-three-people-showing-up-for-vaccinations
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-21/hungary-becomes-first-in-eu-to-approve-russia-s-covid-vaccine
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-bans-all-uk-flights-to-tackle-rapid-spread-of-new-covid-19-variant-idUSKBN29Q2YP
https://www.reuters.com/article/healthcoronavirus-ireland/irish-covid-19-death-rate-at-pandemic-high-idUSL1N2JW2B5
https://www.reuters.com/article/healthcoronavirus-ireland/irish-covid-19-death-rate-at-pandemic-high-idUSL1N2JW2B5
https://www.ft.com/content/80b3c8f7-7af7-4491-ad4a-d3056b46753e
https://www.ft.com/content/80b3c8f7-7af7-4491-ad4a-d3056b46753e
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil-vaccines/brazil-lacks-timeline-on-when-coronavirus-vaccines-will-arrive-from-india-and-china-idUSKBN29P2SF
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil-vaccines/brazil-lacks-timeline-on-when-coronavirus-vaccines-will-arrive-from-india-and-china-idUSKBN29P2SF
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/india-vaccine-diplomacy/2021/01/21/0d5f0494-5b49-11eb-a849-6f9423a75ffd_story.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/australia-zero-covid-19-cases-state-chief-calls-pacific-bubble-14009434
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/434911/more-cases-of-covid-variants-confirmed-ministry-of-health
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/434911/more-cases-of-covid-variants-confirmed-ministry-of-health
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/01/119_302838.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/01/119_302838.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-china-surge-lockdown-hebei-lunar-new-year-holiday/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-china-surge-lockdown-hebei-lunar-new-year-holiday/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/01/21/national/science-health/japan-agrees-pfizer-virus-vaccine-72-million-people/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/01/21/national/science-health/japan-agrees-pfizer-virus-vaccine-72-million-people/
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2021/jan/21/ioc-tokyo-olympic-games-will-go-ahead-athletics
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/uk-covid-death-rate-coronavirus-b1788817.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-vaccines-nhs-hospitals-second-dose-b1790217.html?r=22629
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19023837.devi-sridhar-independent-scotland-handled-coronavirus-better/?ref=twtrec
https://www.abc.es/sociedad/abci-sanidad-revende-30000-dosis-vacuna-contra-coronavirus-andorra-202101191003_noticia.html
https://www.asahi.com/articles/ASP1N32B6P1NUHBI003.html
https://www.zeit.de/wissen/gesundheit/2021-01/no-covid-strategie-coronavirus-initiative-lockdown/komplettansicht

% Misinformation

Over the past week, 375 articles were selected forming 8 supernarratives:
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The treemap shows the narratives and subnarratives associated with anti-vax
articles. The colours represent the narratives, while the text indicates each
subnarrative.

@\ Fact Check

Fact checkers debunked:

= claims linking the death of 23 people in Norway to the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine, reporting that while it is true that 23 elderly people died after
getting the vaccine, it is still being investigated whether getting the
vaccine was what caused these people’s deaths (fullfact);

= Putin’s claim that the Sputnik V vaccine “ is the best one worldwide” as
no other vaccine “demonstrates such level of protection and safety”,
reporting that there is no evidence substantiating Putin’s claims
(polygraph);

= conspiracy theories alleging that mRNA vaccines are designed to
stimulate human cells to become creators of pathogens (factanews).
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https://fullfact.org/online/norway-vaccine-deaths/
https://www.polygraph.info/a/putin-sputnik-coronavirus-vaccine/31048033.html
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2021/01/19/no-il-vaccino-a-mrna-non-produce-agenti-patogeni/

