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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 160 thousand articles per day on Tuesday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: Donald Trump has announced a 60-day ban on immigrants 

exempting temporary foreign workers; state of Missouri sued China’s 

leadership over coronavirus  

 Spain: faulty batch of face masks prompts the isolation of more than a 

thousand healthcare staff; serological survey will begin on Monday to 

measure incidence of the virus in Spain 

 Italy looks at easing lockdown on 4 May after first significant fall in 

infections. 

 France records 531 deaths in a day as hospital cases continue to fall 

 UK: extrapolation by Financial Times estimates the coronavirus death toll 

in UK to be twice as high as the official figure of 17,337 deaths; Health 

Secretary denied that not joining EU ventilator scheme was 'political 

decision' 

 Belgium will hire 2,000 investigators for contact tracing as 40,596 

confirmed cases were reported in total. 

 Turkish President Erdogan announced a lockdown in the country’s largest 

cities starting from 23 to 26 April. 

 Brazil reported 43,368 cases and 2,761 deaths in total 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research has asked states to pause the use 

of rapid testing kits over concerns that they are faulty. 

 Singapore extended its lockdown amid fast-growing second peak of 

infections 

 South Korea: plans for a ‘Korean New Deal’ stimulus package with 

additional 85 trillion won 

 Japan: 25 new deaths reported, highest tally for single day; outbreak 

onboard cruise ship Costa Atlantica docked in Nagasaki with 33 confirmed 

cases 

 China’s National Health Commission reported 30 new confirmed cases, of 

which 23 were imported cases; Beijing city shuts down gyms again as 

fears rise over a second wave of coronavirus 

 The World Food Programme of the United Nations warns of ‘famines of 

biblical proportions’ in more than 30 countries 

 Economy: oil prices remain under pressure after record plunge 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 Deaths in care homes related to COVID-19 more than quadruple in a week 

(sky) 

 CDC’s failed coronavirus tests were tainted with coronavirus, feds confirm 

(arstechnica) 

 Tests purchased to replace defective ones also do not detect coronavirus 

(libertaddigital) 

 A report places the Spanish management of the coronavirus as the worst in 

the world (elconfidencial) 

 CDC director warns second wave of coronavirus is likely to be even more 

devastating (washingtonpost) 

 NIH panel recommends against drug combination promoted by trump for 

COVID-19 (npr) 

 Senate passes $484 billion coronavirus deal after weeks of deadlock 

(politico) 

 In front of White House, nurses read names of colleagues killed by 

coronavirus (washingtonpost) 

 

The hashtag #islamophobia_in_india has been trending. Tweets often refer to 

a New Delhi gathering of Muslim missionary movement Tablighi Jamaat 

(millattimes). 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, Foxnews, the Guardian and the LA Times. 

 

Libertad digital, el Confidencial, el Diario, El País and Infobae and Le 

Parisien and Le Monde were among the most mentioned Spanish and French 

sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/21/trump-immigration-green-card-coronavirus-198498
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/22/missouri-sues-china-for-not-doing-enough-to-stop-coronavirus-spread
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/22/missouri-sues-china-for-not-doing-enough-to-stop-coronavirus-spread
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-21/faulty-batch-of-face-masks-prompts-the-isolation-of-more-than-a-thousand-spanish-healthcare-staff.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-21/faulty-batch-of-face-masks-prompts-the-isolation-of-more-than-a-thousand-spanish-healthcare-staff.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-22/spain-will-begin-deescalation-of-coronavirus-measures-without-knowing-the-incidence-of-the-epidemic.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/21/italy-set-to-ease-coronavirus-lockdown-beginning-may-4-prime-minister-conte-says.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/21/italy-set-to-ease-coronavirus-lockdown-beginning-may-4-prime-minister-conte-says.html
https://www.france24.com/en/20200421-covid-19-france-records-531-deaths-in-a-day-as-hospital-cases-continue-to-fall
https://www.ft.com/content/67e6a4ee-3d05-43bc-ba03-e239799fa6ab
https://www.ft.com/content/67e6a4ee-3d05-43bc-ba03-e239799fa6ab
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/matt-hancock-eu-ventilator-scheme-political-sir-simon-mcdonald-a4420386.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/matt-hancock-eu-ventilator-scheme-political-sir-simon-mcdonald-a4420386.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/matt-hancock-eu-ventilator-scheme-political-sir-simon-mcdonald-a4420386.html
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/107347/coronavirus-almost-half-of-infections-happen-before-symptoms-appear/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-21/turkey-s-coronavirus-cases-up-5-death-toll-rises-to-2-259
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-21/turkey-s-coronavirus-cases-up-5-death-toll-rises-to-2-259
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/04/21/casos-de-coronavirus-e-numero-de-mortes-no-brasil-em-21-de-abril.ghtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52378265
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52378265
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/21/singapore-coronavirus-response-snag/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/21/singapore-coronavirus-response-snag/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200422000734
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200422000734
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2020/04/74cadc7b150c-japan-reports-23-new-coronavirus-deaths-highest-for-single-day.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/22/national/nagasaki-coronavirus-cruise/#.Xp_2DmgzbIU
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-steps-up-testing-at-borders-as-imported-coronavirus-cases-cross-1600/articleshow/75285101.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-steps-up-testing-at-borders-as-imported-coronavirus-cases-cross-1600/articleshow/75285101.cms
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/22/beijing-city-shuts-down-gyms-again-fears-of-second-coronavirus-wave.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/22/beijing-city-shuts-down-gyms-again-fears-of-second-coronavirus-wave.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/21/coronavirus-pandemic-will-cause-famine-of-biblical-proportions
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/21/coronavirus-pandemic-will-cause-famine-of-biblical-proportions
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/oil-prices-remain-pressure-record-plunge-200422013927835.html
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-deaths-41-higher-than-official-figures-ons-11976357
https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/04/cdcs-failed-coronavirus-tests-were-tainted-with-coronavirus-feds-confirm/
https://www.libertaddigital.com/espana/2020-04-21/los-test-comprados-para-sustituir-a-los-defectuosos-tampoco-funcionan-para-detectar-el-coronavirus-1276656255/
https://www.elconfidencial.com/espana/2020-04-21/un-informe-situa-la-gestion-espanola-del-coronavirus-como-la-peor-del-mundo_2559111/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/04/21/coronavirus-secondwave-cdcdirector/
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/21/840341224/nih-panel-recommends-against-drug-combination-trump-has-promoted-for-covid-19
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/21/senate-coronavirus-relief-package-197983
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/nurses-read-names-of-colleagues-who-died-of-the-coronavirus-in-front-of-the-white-house/2020/04/21/fc93184c-83e6-11ea-878a-86477a724bdb_story.html
https://millattimes.com/2020/04/hashtag-islamophobia_in_india-top-trending-on-twitter-worldwide-today-response-to-right-wing-hatemongers/
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Robert Redfield (USA, CDC Director): 

"There’s a possibility that the assault of the virus on our nation next 

winter will actually be even more difficult than the one we just went 

through"; "And when I’ve said this to others, they kind of put their 

head back, they don’t understand what I mean"; "We’re going to have 

the flu epidemic and the coronavirus epidemic at the same time". 

 

David Beasley (World Food Programme, Executive Director): 
"We are not talking about people going to bed hungry"; "We are 

talking about extreme conditions, emergency status – people literally 

marching to the brink of starvation. If we don’t get food to people, 

people will die". 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: prevention 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that drinking alcohol can prevent 

COVID-19 (afp). 

 

Fact checked: government response 

 North Macedonian fact checkers label an article accusing the 

government of having left its citizens at their own mercy during 

the pandemic misleading - they highlight how the allegations are 

not substantiated by facts, evidence or sources (crithink). 

 Fact checkers debunk a video claiming to show people rioting and 

looting shops in England due to the coronavirus lockdown 

(boomlive). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Bill Gates was detained on 

charges of having created SARS-CoV-2 (factcheck). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Bill Gates refused to vaccinate 

his children (factanews). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that an American scientist was 

arrested for selling SARS-CoV-2 to China (aap). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that 5G technologies are being 

secretly installed in the shadow of the coronavirus pandemic 

(faktograf). 

 

 

https://factuel.afp.com/ar/node/9053
https://crithink.mk/za-komentari-i-nepotkrepeni-obvinuvana-nema-mesto-vo-vestite/
https://www.boomlive.in/world/london-riots-video-from-2011-goes-viral-during-covid-19-lockdown-7755
https://factcheck.kz/glavnoe-2/bill-gejts-zaderzhan-kak-sozdatel-koronavirusa-chto-sluchilos-na-samom-dele/
https://facta.news/2020/04/21/bill-gates-si-e-rifiutato-di-vaccinare-i-suoi-bambini/
https://www.aap.com.au/us-scientist-was-not-arrested-for-selling-coronavirus-to-china/
https://faktograf.hr/2020/04/20/i-ova-fotografija-siri-dezinformacije-o-tajnom-postavljanju-5g-repetitora/

