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ECA’s mission

EU’s 
independent 

external 
auditor

Contributes 
to improving 
EU financial 
management

Offers 
guidance to EU 
policymakers 

and legislators

Promotes 
accountability 

and 
transparency

Acts as the 
independent 
guardian of 
the financial 
interests of 
the citizens 
of the Union
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Organisation of ECA: five Audit Chambers

Presidency

Corporate strategy, 
reporting, planning 

and 
communication

Cooperation with 
other SAIs

Inter-institutional 
relations

Chamber  II

Investment for 

cohesion, growth 

and inclusion

Chamber IV

Regulation of 

markets and 

competitive 

economy

Chamber V

Financing and 

administering the 

Union

Chamber  I

Sustainable use of 

natural resources

Secretariat-
General

Human resources, 
finance and 

general services

Information, 
workplace and 

innovation

Translation and 
language services

Chamber III

External action, 

security and justice

28 Members28 Members

Audit Quality Control 
Committee

Legal matters

Internal audit

Administrative Committee 
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Types of audits

Financial audit
Reliability of the accounts

Compliance audit
Legality and regularity of 
transactions

Performance audit
Soundness of financial 
management 

Statement of assurance (annual reports)

Selected audits (special reports)

Obtain evidence on the 
extent to which 
transactions, assets and 
liabilities have been 
completely, correctly and 
accurately entered in the 
accounting records and 
presented in the financial 
statements

Obtain evidence on the 
extent to which EU 
revenue and spending 
operations have been 
carried out in accordance 
with contractual and legal 
requirements and are 
correctly and accurately 
calculated

Obtain evidence on the 
extent to which EU funds 
have been used 
economically, efficiently 
and effectively, and 
provide value for money
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The organisation of audit work

Performance or compliance audit

PLANNING
Determines the utility and feasibility of 
the audit proposal. Defines the scope, 
objectives, approach, methodology and 
timetable of the task.

FIELD WORK
Multidisciplinary teams collect evidence on 
the spot at Commission headquarters and 
in Member and beneficiary States.  

DRAFTING
Clear, structured presentation of 
main findings and conclusions. 
Preparation of recommendations.

CLEARANCE
Confirmation of facts 
and findings with  the 
auditee.

ADOPTION
Approval of the report 
by the audit chamber or 
full Court.

PUBLICATION
Publication of the special 
report in 23 official 
languages, with the reply of 
the auditee.

Follow-up
Annual 
Work 
Programme
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Performance audit on new imaging technologies 
for agri-monitoring

 We started our work in January 2019

 The audit planning memorandum was 
approved on 27/3/2019 

 The performance audit aims at identifying:
examples of best practices, obstacles and 

challenges in using new imaging technologies for 
CAP compliance monitoring; and

gaps in using new technologies, especially for 
environmental and climate monitoring of the CAP 
measures.
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Audit questions
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Have the Commission and Member States taken 
steps to unlock the potential of new imaging 

technologies for CAP monitoring?

1. Has the Commission 
effectively supported the use 
of new imaging technologies 

for CAP monitoring?

1.1 Has the 
Commission 
identified the 

potential use of 
new imaging 

technologies for 
CAP 

monitoring?

1.2 Has 
Commission 

action led to a 
widespread use 
of new imaging 
technologies for 
CAP compliance 

monitoring by 
Member States?

2. Have the Member States 
made progress in deploying 

new imaging technologies for 
CAP monitoring?

2.1 Have the 
Member States 
assessed the 

potential use of 
new imaging 

technologies for 
CAP monitoring?

2.2 Have the 
Member States 
taken action in 
deploying new 

imaging 
technologies for 
CAP monitoring 
following their 
assessment of 
their potential 

use?



Audit scope and approach

 New imaging technologies:
Copernicus sentinel images or equivalent

 Images from drones

Geo-tagged photos

 How we will get our answers:
Work at Commission level (DGs: AGRI, JRC, 

GROW, ENV and CLIMA)

 Information visits to four paying agencies 
implementing checks by monitoring in 2019

A survey of 68 paying agencies managing area 
related measures

Analysis of research projects (DG RTD and ESA) 

Slide 9



Timing of the audit

 Audit execution phase (April-Sep 2019)
 Information visits to four paying agencies (DK, BE-FL, ES and 

IT)

 Audit visits to the relevant DGs (AGRI, ENV, CLIMA, GROW 
and RTD)

 Information visit to the European Space Agency

 Report drafting (Sep-Oct 2019)

 Preliminary findings adopted (Nov 2019)

 Adversarial meeting with COM (Dec 2019)

 Special report adopted (Jan 2020)

 Publication (Feb 2020)
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Contact details

Jindrich Dolezal

Senior Auditor, Chamber I

jindrich.dolezal@eca.europa.eu

Want to know more about our work:

Visit our website: eca.europa.eu

Follow us on Twitter @EUAuditors

Check our page on LinkedIn and Facebook 

Watch our videos on YouTube: 

EUAuditorsECA

Contact us at: ECA-info@eca.europa.eu
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Thank you 
for your 

attention!


