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COVID-19 media surveillance
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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the
news, with over 50 thousand articles per day on Sunday (in 70
languages, as detected by MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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Headlines

USA: President Trump falsely claims ‘99 Percent’ of virus cases are
‘totally harmless’; as states pause reopenings, experts warn of more
confusion, isolation, agitation

Brazil has surpassed 1.6 million confirmed cases of coronavirus and is
nearing 65,000 deaths

UK: one in five infections at peak were among hospital staff

Spain: final round of coronavirus study confirms that 5.2% of Spanish
population has antibodies

Ireland: No new Covid-19 deaths, but 18 new cases reported

Sweden told to prepare for second wave of coronavirus

Belgium’s Foreign Ministry has changed its travel advice for Spain from
green to orange following the lockdown in Lérida

Luxembourg: Coronavirus continues spread with 75 new cases in weekend :

Israel reimposes restrictions after spike in infections

Iragq sees massive surge in coronavirus cases

India overtakes Russia in Covid-19 cases with more than 24,000 new
cases in 24 hours

Australia to seal off 6.6 million people in virus-hit state of Victoria as
outbreak worsens

South Korea: Coronavirus spreading now in Korea has its origin in Europe

and the US

Japan: Tokyo marks 102 cases with fifth straight day exceeding 100 cases
China: authorities in China have stepped up precautions after a city in the
Inner Mongolia autonomous region confirmed one case of bubonic plague
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media repbrts showing
clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia,
Egypt, India, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

, Twitter

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

= "239 Experts With One Big Claim: The Coronavirus Is Airborne. The
W.H.O. has resisted mounting evidence that viral particles floating indoors
are infectious, some scientists say. The agency maintains the research is
still inconclusive™ (nytimes)

= "After coronavirus, Lisbon is replacing some Airbnbs and turning holiday
rentals into homes for key workers" (independent)

= "Mexico underestimates the number of deaths from Covid, which could be
3.5 times higher according to Financial Times" (latinus)

= "FDA commissioner refuses to defend Trump claim that 99% of Covid-19
cases are ‘harmless™ (cnn)

= “Evidence growing that Houston's main coronavirus strain is more
contagious than original" (houstonchronicle)

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the
Washington Post, CNN and CNBC.

Infobae, CNN (Spanish Version), RT (Spanish Version) and El Diario, and
Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and
French sources, respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/05/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-factcheck.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/05/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-factcheck.html
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/07/06/covid-cases-reopening-pausing-shutting-down-may-our-new-reality/5380273002/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/07/06/covid-cases-reopening-pausing-shutting-down-may-our-new-reality/5380273002/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2020/07/brasil-ultrapassa-16-milhao-de-casos-confirmados-de-covid-19.shtml
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/cotidiano/2020/07/brasil-ultrapassa-16-milhao-de-casos-confirmados-de-covid-19.shtml
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-news-uk-live-latest-update-today-lockdown-deaths-cases-a9603016.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-07-06/final-round-of-coronavirus-study-confirms-that-52-of-spanish-population-has-antibodies.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-07-06/final-round-of-coronavirus-study-confirms-that-52-of-spanish-population-has-antibodies.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/no-new-covid-19-deaths-but-18-new-cases-reported-1.4296858
https://www.thelocal.se/20200706/sweden-told-to-prepare-for-second-wave-of-coronavirus
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/120096/belgium-changes-travel-advice-for-spain-following-lerida-lockdown/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/120096/belgium-changes-travel-advice-for-spain-following-lerida-lockdown/
https://luxtimes.lu/coronavirus-continues-spread-with-75-new-cases-in-weekend-41132
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-israel/israel-reimposes-series-of-restrictions-after-coronavirus-spike-idUSKBN2471L5
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/tv/2020/07/05/exp-iraq-coronavirus.cnn
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-53303870
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-53303870
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/06/asia/australia-victoria-coronavirus-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/06/asia/australia-victoria-coronavirus-intl-hnk/index.html
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200706000260
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200706000260
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13520844
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53303457
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53303457
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/04/health/239-experts-with-one-big-claim-the-coronavirus-is-airborne.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/coronavirus-lisbon-portugal-airbnb-homes-key-workers-a9601246.html
https://latinus.us/2020/07/05/mexico-subestima-enormemente-muertes-coronavirus-financial-times/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/05/politics/fda-commissioner-coronavirus-trump-cnntv/index.html
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/coronavirus-evidence-growing-houston-strain-mutant-15386157.php

99 Extracted Quotes

Donald K Milton (USA, Professor at University of Maryland):

" Most public health organizations, including the World Health
Organization, do not recognize airborne transmission except for
aerosol-generating procedures performed in healthcare settings. Hand
washing and social distancing are appropriate, but in our view,
insufficient to provide protection from virus-carrying respiratory
microdroplets released into the air by infected people".
(clinicalinfectiousdiseases)

@\ Fact Check

Fact checked: health-related claims :

= Fact checkers debunk claims that wearing a face mask is dangerous because
“it makes the blood acidic” and thus “weakens the immune system” :
(estadaoverifica).

Fact checked: anti-vax claims

= Fact checkers debunk claims that the coronavirus will disappear on its own
and it is, therefore, not necessary to get vaccinated against it, citing an
Italian infectious disease doctor who did, indeed, state that the coronavirus
has become less dangerous and could disappear on its own without a
vaccine. Fact checkers remark that Italian public health officials and the
WHO warn there is no evidence to support these claims (stopfake).

Fact checked: conspiracy theories

= Fact checkers debunk claims that a video claiming to show the burial of
COVID-19 victims is fake and the coronavirus is a hoax, reporting that the
video actually shows the burial of COVID-19 victims at a Sdo Paulo
cemetery in Brazil (afpfakty).

= Similarly, Italian fact checkers debunk claims that TV news channels have :
shown fake video footage when they claimed to share footage of the coffins
of COVID-19 victims from Bergamo (facta). :
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https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa939/5867798?searchresult=1
https://politica.estadao.com.br/blogs/estadao-verifica/medico-distorce-informacoes-sobre-a-covid-19-em-video/
https://www.stopfake.org/ru/manipulyatsiya-koronavirus-ischeznet-sam-vaktsina-ne-nuzhna/
https://fakty.afp.com/nie-zabery-nevznikli-v-studiu-v-skutocnosti-ide-o-pochovavanie-obeti-covid-19-v-brazilii
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2020/07/03/non-e-vero-che-le-immagini-delle-bare-di-bergamo-trasmesse-dai-telegiornali-erano-false-ma-alcune-di-quelle-circolate-sui-social-si/

