
“Learning about the extent of
poverty is important in terms
of understanding the world
in which we live … Poverty
statistics matter because they
motivate people to tackle a
key challenge.”

Anthony B. Atkinson

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service, Klaus Müller



EU 2020

The European Commission proposed the two following EU
headline targets:

• 75 % of the population aged 20-64 should be employed
and

• 20 million less people (25%) should be at risk of poverty.

The European Council widened the scope of measurement 
in addition to the “at-risk-of poverty” indicator, the “material 
deprivation” and “jobless households” indicator were taken 
into account to reflect the multiple facets of poverty and 
exclusion across Europe.

Severe material deprivation is related to consumption (in 
kind) – at-risk of poverty is related to monetary income (in 
cash).













Income groups: If Europe were only one country (2014)
In 2014, the ‘European poverty threshold’ was PPS 790 per 
month .


