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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with 80 thousand articles per day on Wednesday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 The US allows emergency use of blood plasma from recovered 

coronavirus patients as a treatment 

 Brazil registers more than 3,7 million cases since start of pandemic 

 Spain reports more than 7,000 cases with Madrid being most affected 

 Italy reports increasing case numbers for the fourth week with the average 

age of patients falling to 29 years 

 France reports 6,111 new infections, second-highest level ever; Tour de 

France in doubt after Covid red alert issued before Grand Départ in Nice 

 Germany is to ban large events until the end of this year 

 Belgium bans travel to Paris amid resurgence of cases in French capital 

 Luxembourg: Germany plans mandatory coronavirus tests for travelers 

from Luxembourg 

 Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan resigned from the European Commission 

following accusations he attended a golfing dinner in breach of Ireland’s 

coronavirus restrictions 

 Russia's cases surpass 975,000 

 Gaza entered lockdown after first cases of local transmission 

 South Africa registers 2,684 new cases in one day having the highest 

number of confirmed cases on continent 

 India is leading the world in new cases   

 Australia’s state of Victoria reported 113 new cases 

 New Zealand reports seven new cases, of which six involve local 

transmission  

 South Korea considers near lockdown measures due to the biggest single-

day increase since March 7 with 441 new cases  

 China reported eight new cases, all of which involve travelers from 

overseas 

 Hong Kong scientists reported the case of a healthy man in his 30s who 

became re-infected 

 Japan’s no-entry list was extended to 159 countries. 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

India, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "Travel from New York City seeded wave of U.S. outbreaks. The 

coronavirus outbreak in New York City became the primary source of 

infections around the United States, researchers have found." (nytimes) 

 "Nearly 9,000 Florida children diagnosed with coronavirus in two weeks 

as schools reopen" (newsweek) 

 "Fauci says rushing out a vaccine could jeopardize testing of others" 

(reuters) 

 "The Wall Street Journal lists Spain as an example of «wasted effort» 

against the coronavirus" (abc) 

 "Six months ago, Trump said that coronavirus cases would soon go to 

zero. They ... didn’t." (washingtonpost) 

 "Jerry Seinfeld: So You Think New York Is ‘Dead’ (It’s not.)" (nytimes) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, CNN, the 

Washington Post and Reuters. 

 

El Pais, Infobae, El Diario, and ABC, and Le Monde and Le Parisien were 

among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53884710
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-53884710
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/08/27/casos-e-mortes-por-coronavirus-no-brasil-em-27-de-agosto-segundo-consorcio-de-veiculos-de-imprensa.ghtml
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-08-26/spain-reports-more-than-7000-coronavirus-cases-overtaking-the-us-in-new-infections.html
https://www.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/08/27/news/coronavirus_hanno_29_anni_in_media_i_nuovi_positivi-265640717/?ref=RHPPTP-BH-I265483598-C12-P1-S1.8-T1
https://www.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/08/27/news/coronavirus_hanno_29_anni_in_media_i_nuovi_positivi-265640717/?ref=RHPPTP-BH-I265483598-C12-P1-S1.8-T1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-casualties/france-reports-6111-new-covid-19-infections-second-highest-level-ever-idUSKBN25N2OS
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2020/aug/27/tour-de-france-in-doubt-after-covid-red-alert-issued-before-grand-depart-in-nice
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2020/aug/27/tour-de-france-in-doubt-after-covid-red-alert-issued-before-grand-depart-in-nice
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/27/global-report-germany-bans-large-events-amid-rise-in-covid-cases
https://www.euronews.com/2020/08/26/coronavirus-belgium-bans-travel-to-paris-amid-resurgence-of-covid-19-cases-in-french-capit
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-plans-covid-19-tests-for-luxembourg-arrivals/a-54358747
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-plans-covid-19-tests-for-luxembourg-arrivals/a-54358747
https://www.politico.eu/article/phil-hogan-resigns-as-eu-trade-boss-over-golfgate-scandal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/phil-hogan-resigns-as-eu-trade-boss-over-golfgate-scandal/
https://www.politico.eu/article/phil-hogan-resigns-as-eu-trade-boss-over-golfgate-scandal/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russias-coronavirus-cases-surpass-975000-idUKKBN25N0WN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-gaza/gaza-in-lockdown-to-contain-its-first-covid-19-outbreak-idUSKBN25L0XC
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/south-africa-registers-2-684-new-virus-cases-in-one-day/1954476
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/south-africa-registers-2-684-new-virus-cases-in-one-day/1954476
https://www.insider.com/india-new-covid-19-cases-worlds-highest-number-2020-8
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/live/2020/aug/27/australia-coronavirus-live-update-scott-morrison-veto-power-question-time-nsw-vic-qld-covid-19-latest-news
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424579/seven-new-cases-of-covid-19-in-new-zealand
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424579/seven-new-cases-of-covid-19-in-new-zealand
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200827000385
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200827000385
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cases/china-reports-eight-new-covid-19-cases-vs-15-a-day-earlier-idUSKBN25N02D
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cases/china-reports-eight-new-covid-19-cases-vs-15-a-day-earlier-idUSKBN25N02D
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-53889823
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-53889823
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13672623
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/us/new-york-city-coronavirus-outbreak.html
https://www.newsweek.com/nearly-9000-florida-children-diagnosed-coronavirus-two-weeks-schools-reopen-1527587
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vaccine-approval-e/exclusive-fauci-says-rushing-out-a-vaccine-could-jeopardize-testing-of-others-idUSKBN25K2M0
https://www.abc.es/sociedad/abci-wall-street-journal-pone-espana-como-ejemplo-esfuerzo-desperdiciado-contra-coronavirus-202008241911_noticia.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/08/26/six-months-ago-trump-said-that-coronavirus-cases-would-soon-go-zero-they-didnt/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/opinion/jerry-seinfeld-new-york-coronavirus.html


contact:  JRC-EMM-SUPPORT@ec.europa.eu 

jens.linge@ec.europa.eu 

Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Anthony Fauci (USA, NIAID director): 
"The one thing that you would not want to see with a vaccine is 

getting an emergency use authorization before you have a signal of 

efficacy"; "One of the potential dangers if you prematurely let a 

vaccine out is that it would make it difficult, if not impossible, for the 

other vaccines to enroll people in their trial." 

 

    Fact Check 
 

 Fact checkers debunk Madagascar’s President Andry Rajoelina’s claims that 

Covid-Organics, a drink derived from medicinal herbs, cures/prevents 

COVID-19 (stopfake.org). 

 Italian fact checkers debunk the claim that the Cotugno Hospital in Naples 

has exhausted the available places for COVID-19 patients (facta.news). 

 Fact checkers debunk an Indian claim that Thyrocare lab has been sealed in 

Thane by the government for diagnosing fake COVID positive reports to 

people (vishvasnews). 

 Fact checkers continue to debunk claims that children are immune to 

COVID-19 (misbar). 

 Fact checkers also debunk a claim with an ‘official’ WHO document in 

which WHO does not recommend wearing a face mask during COVID-19 

(misbar). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Bosnian Serb politician Milorad Dodik 

said the COVID-19 vaccine will be mandatory, reporting that the politicians 

recently claimed the opposite, that is, that vaccination will be voluntary 

(raskrinkavanje.ba). 

 Fact checkers debunk the claim that Ukrainian soldiers have died after 

having an American COVID-19 vaccine (fullfact). 

 Fact checkers also debunked the claim that Russia is gifting Pakistan one 

million COVID vaccines (newschecker). 

 Fact checkers debunk the second part of “Plandemic”, released on 18 

August. Among other things, the documentary-style video suggests that the 

novel coronavirus was man-made and intentionally released (factcheck.org). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Tanzania ejected the WHO from the 

country because Tanzania’s President John Magufuli had grown skeptical of 

the UN health agency (pesacheck). 

 Fact checkers debunk a Facebook post that Madonna predicted the COVID-

19 pandemic on a concert in 2019 (facta.news). 

 Fact checkers continue to debunk claims spread in the US that under the 

COVID legislation kids with COVID symptoms can be quarantined without 

parental consent (misbar). 

 

 

 

https://www.stopfake.org/en/madagascar-s-president-promised-a-miracle-coronavirus-cure-it-didn-t-work/
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2020/08/20/no-lospedale-cotugno-di-napoli-non-ha-esaurito-la-disponibilita-di-posti-letto-per-pazienti-covid/
https://www.vishvasnews.com/english/health/quick-fact-check-fake-post-claiming-this-thane-lab-is-sealed-over-false-positive-covid-19-testing-resurfaces/
https://misbar.com/en/factcheck/2020/08/22/children-arent-immune-to-covid-19
https://misbar.com/en/factcheck/2020/08/23/a-fake-who-document
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/ne-milorad-dodik-nije-izjavio-da-ce-bilo-ko-morati-da-primi-vakcinu-protiv-covid-19
https://fullfact.org/online/ukraine-soldiers-covid-vaccine/
https://newschecker.in/fact-check/claim-on-russia-gifting-pakistan-1-million-covid-vaccines-is-false/
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/08/new-plandemic-video-peddles-misinformation-conspiracies/
https://pesacheck.org/false-tanzania-has-not-ejected-the-world-health-organization-from-the-country-e40993709cf9
https://facta.news/immagine-modificata/2020/08/26/no-nel-2019-madonna-non-aveva-previsto-la-pandemia-di-covid-19/
https://misbar.com/en/factcheck/2020/08/20/kids-with-covid-symptoms-cant-be-quarantined-without-parent-consent

