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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with nearly 180 thousand articles per day on Monday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: nearly 370,000 cases and 11,000 deaths; delays and shortages 

exacerbate testing gaps  

 Spain: deaths fall to 637, the lowest figure since March 24; centers are 

being prepared to isolate asymptomatic Covid-19 patients  

 Italy: 132,547 cases and 16,523 deaths reported; Italian regions began 

antibody testing to evaluate immunity; 400 billion EUR stimulus package 

announced 

 France's coronavirus death rate accelerates as cases near 100,000; 833 

deaths making Monday worst day so far  

 Germany: more than 100,000 cases in Germany; discussion about gradual 

easing of lockdown measures after 19 April  

 Cases in the vicinity of EU institutions: 20,814 confirmed cases in 

Belgium; Red Cross Belgium calls on recovered men to donate blood 

plasma for research on antibodies; 41 deaths in Luxembourg while cases 

increase moderately 

 Greece: concerns mount for Greek migrant camps 

 UK: Prime Minister Boris Johnson moved to intensive care unit; foreign 

secretary Dominic Raab to lead coronavirus response  

 Switzerland: steady increase in cases  

 Israel will go into a four-day national lockdown starting on Tuesday to 

stem the outbreak during the Jewish Passover holiday  

 Russia: Moscow has most of Russian COVID-19 cases 

 Brazil: rift between President Bolsonaro and state governors about 

lockdown measures  

 Chile mandates face masks on public and private transportation 

 India: first case in Mumbai’s Dharavi neighbourhood called Asia’s 

‘largest slum’ 

 South Korea: fewer than 50 cases for second day; two patients recover 

after plasma therapy 

 Japan: state of emergency to cover Tokyo, Osaka and five other 

prefectures; Japan to offer anti-flu drug Avigan to 20 virus-hit nations for 

free 

 China: 32 new imported cases as Wuhan lockdown due to end on 

Wednesday; nearly half a million Chinese companies close in first quarter   

 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 “Boris Johnson moved to intensive care as symptoms worsen” (bbc) 

 

 “Spain’s tragedy was all too predictable” (bloomberg) 

 

 “Susan Rice on Trump’s coronavirus response: He has cost tens of 

thousands of American lives” (washingtonpost) 

 

 “Trump’s aggressive advocacy of malaria drug for treating coronavirus 

divides medical community” (nytimes) 

 

The following hashtags were trending: 

 #borisjohnson due to Boris Johnson’s transfer to intensive case 

 #mailinballotfraud due to discussions about mail-in and absentee votes in 

the US 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, Fox News, VOX and CNN. 

 

El Diario, El País, El Correo, El Mundo, Inofbae and Russia Today (Spanish 

Version), and Le Parisien and Le Monde were among the most mentioned 

Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52194018
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/health/coronavirus-testing-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/health/coronavirus-testing-us.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-06/daily-coronavirus-deaths-in-spain-fall-to-637-the-lowest-figure-since-march-24.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-06/spanish-government-preparing-centers-to-isolate-asymptomatic-covid-19-patients.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-06/spanish-government-preparing-centers-to-isolate-asymptomatic-covid-19-patients.html
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/media-comunicazione/comunicati-stampa/dettaglio/-/asset_publisher/default/content/coronavirus-sono-93-187-i-positivi
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy/italian-regions-testing-for-signs-of-coronavirus-immunity-idUSKBN21O2AB
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy/italian-regions-testing-for-signs-of-coronavirus-immunity-idUSKBN21O2AB
https://www.barrons.com/news/italy-s-virus-deaths-rise-to-636-after-big-drop-01586190604?tesla=y
https://www.barrons.com/news/italy-s-virus-deaths-rise-to-636-after-big-drop-01586190604?tesla=y
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-toll/frances-coronavirus-death-rate-accelerates-cases-near-100000-idUSKBN21O2OX
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2020/04/07/coronavirus-les-francais-appeles-a-ne-pas-relacher-leurs-efforts-de-confinement_6035777_3244.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2020/04/07/coronavirus-les-francais-appeles-a-ne-pas-relacher-leurs-efforts-de-confinement_6035777_3244.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/covid-19-wie-sich-das-coronavirus-in-europa-ausbreitet.1939.de.html?drn:news_id=1118357
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/corona-krise-merkel-verspricht-aufhebung-aller-massnahmen-nach-ende-der-pandemie-a-ddca2bd8-21da-4d0b-a5a1-60b115863886
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/104979/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-20814-confirmed-cases/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/104979/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-20814-confirmed-cases/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/105167/coronavirus-recovered-men-called-on-to-donate-blood-plasma-women-not-eligible/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/105167/coronavirus-recovered-men-called-on-to-donate-blood-plasma-women-not-eligible/
https://www.wort.lu/de/politik/liveticker-fuenf-weitere-todesfaelle-5e68ad21da2cc1784e358152
https://www.wort.lu/de/politik/liveticker-fuenf-weitere-todesfaelle-5e68ad21da2cc1784e358152
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/07/coronavirus-doesnt-respect-barbed-wire-concern-mounts-for-greek-camps
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain/uks-johnson-fights-worsening-coronavirus-symptoms-in-intensive-care-idUSKBN21P041
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/apr/06/dominic-raab-set-to-lead-uk-through-covid-19-hurdles
https://www.bielertagblatt.ch/nachrichten/schweiz/bag-552-covid-19-faelle-der-schweiz-innerhalb-eines-tages
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nationwide-lockdown-looms-as-limits-on-ultra-orthodox-cities-blocked-reports/
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/6/21200167/coronavirus-russia-vladimir-putin-moscow-cases
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/04/07/bolsonaro-may-be-worlds-coronavirus-skeptic-in-chief/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/04/07/bolsonaro-may-be-worlds-coronavirus-skeptic-in-chief/
http://lanacion.cl/2020/04/06/minsal-dispone-uso-obligatorio-de-mascarillas-en-el-transporte-a-contar-de-este-miercoles/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52159986
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200407000730
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200407000723
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200407000723
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/06/national/japan-state-of-emergency-covid-19/#.XowysIgzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/06/national/japan-state-of-emergency-covid-19/#.XowysIgzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/07/national/science-health/coronavirus-japan-avigan-20-nations-free/#.XowyxIgzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/07/national/science-health/coronavirus-japan-avigan-20-nations-free/#.XowyxIgzbIU
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-toll/china-posts-drop-in-coronavirus-cases-wuhan-lockdown-due-to-end-idUSKBN21P034
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-toll/china-posts-drop-in-coronavirus-cases-wuhan-lockdown-due-to-end-idUSKBN21P034
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3078581/coronavirus-nearly-half-million-chinese-companies-close-first
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52192604
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-06/how-spain-tragically-bungled-its-coronavirus-response
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/06/susan-rice-trumps-coronavirus-response-he-has-cost-tens-thousands-american-lives/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/us/politics/coronavirus-trump-malaria-drug.html
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Angela Merkel (Germany, Chancellor): 

"Auch Deutschland wird es auf Dauer nur gut gehen, wenn es Europa 

gut geht." 

 

Olivier Veran (France, Health Minister):  

"Nous ne sommes pas au bout de l'ascension épidémique. Les chiffres 

le démontrent."  

 

Yves Stevens (Belgium, National Crisis Centre): 

"We have the situation under control, but we must keep on 

persevering"; "The large majority of the population followed the 

measures strictly, also during the sunny weekend. It is important that 

we keep doing that, also during the Easter break." 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: fear mongering 

 Italy has not resorted to mass graves for coronavirus victims 

(facta, snopes). 

 One of Madrid’s main avenues has not been filled with coffins 

(efe). 

 WHO has not released a global lockdown timeline for COVID-19 

(thequint). 

 

Fact checked: prevention and treatment 

 It is not true that Cuba created a medicine that cures COVID-19 

(animalpolitico).  

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Hospitals with empty beds do not prove that COVID-19 is a “fake 

crisis”. There are hospitals with significant numbers of empty 

beds, but that is because they are canceling non-urgent surgeries 

and other procedures in an effort to free up bed space for an 

expected influx of coronavirus patients (politifact). 

 There is no scientific connection between the coronavirus outbreak 

and the implementation of 5G technology (open). 

  The coronavirus crisis is not a governmental cover-up for the 

deployment of 5G network towers (leadstories). 

 There is no evidence that the novel coronavirus is a bioweapon 

created by China (open). 

 

 

https://facta.news/2020/04/06/litalia-non-sta-ammassando-cadaveri-in-fosse-comuni-il-filmato-che-circola-proviene-da-un-film/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/mass-graves-italy-coronavirus/
https://www.efe.com/efe/espana/efeverifica/no-han-llenado-la-gran-via-de-madrid-ataudes-es-un-fotomontaje/50001435-4214873
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/no-who-has-not-released-a-global-lockdown-timeline-for-covid-19-fact-check
https://www.animalpolitico.com/elsabueso/falso-cura-cubana-coronavirus/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/apr/03/facebook-posts/hospital-beds-being-kept-empty-prepare-covid-influ/
https://www.open.online/2020/04/06/no-nessun-istituto-prestigioso-sostiene-un-collegamento-tra-5g-e-covid-19/
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2020/04/fact-check-coronavirus-is-not-fake-is-not-a-coverup-to-allow-5g-deployment.html
https://www.open.online/2020/04/06/coronavirus-il-messaggio-whatsapp-complottista-sulla-cina-ce-qualcosa-che-non-va-in-questo-virus/

