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COVID-19 media surveillance

15 April 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as

detected by EMM/MEDISY'S).
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US: Pfizer CEO says third Covid vaccine dose likely needed within 12
months

Canada: Whistler ski resort silenced by one of the largest P.1 variant
outbreaks outside South America

Brazil's health system faces collapse as COVID-19 cases surge
Chile’s COVID-19 infections stay high despite the continuation of the
country's vaccination program

Spain reports more than 10,000 new coronavirus cases as fourth wave
takes hold

France passes grim milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19
German government agrees on nationwide pandemic law

Denmark first country in the world to completely stop use of AstraZeneca
vaccine

Norway delays AstraZeneca vaccine ruling to further probe risks
Luxembourg: rapid tests available in schools starting Monday

UK reported 77 cases of Covid variant B.1.617 first detected in India
Israelis no longer required to wear masks outside starting Sunday

Iran to purchase 60 million COVID-19 vaccines from Russia

India confirms more than 200,000 cases in a day

Thailand readies restrictions as COVID-19 cases surge

Cambodia: COVID-19 variant pushes Cambodia to brink of ‘national
tragedy’

New Zealand reported two new cases in managed isolation

China reports 10 new imported COVID-19 cases; Hong Kong expands
vaccination programme to under 30s

Japan: Tokyo Olympic Games could still be cancelled due to coronavirus,
senior Japanese government official says
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

Twitter

.

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:
= "Super-spreader erupts as devout Hindus throng Kumbh Mela" (reuters);
"As 1 of every 6 daily infections is now in India, huge Kumbh crowds"
(ndtv)

"In world first, Denmark ditches AstraZeneca's COVID-19 shot™ (reuters)
"Discarded COVID-19 PPE such as masks can be deadly to wildlife.
Animals around the world are eating or getting entangled in single-use
masks and gloves™ (sciencenews)

"Deep cleaning isn’t a victimless crime. The CDC has finally said what
scientists have been screaming for months: The coronavirus is
overwhelmingly spread through the air, not via surfaces." (theatlantic)
"US intelligence community warns of devastating long-term impact of
coronavirus pandemic" (cnn)

"Mexico is the country with the most medical personnel killed by
coronavirus” (forbes_mx)

"Covid-19: why the more contagious variant identified in Brazil worries
France" (francetvinfo)

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, Reuters, AP
news, the Guardian and CTV News.

El Destape, Latinus, Infobae and El Diario, and Francetvinfo and RTL were
among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/15/pfizer-ceo-says-third-covid-vaccine-dose-likely-needed-within-12-months.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/15/pfizer-ceo-says-third-covid-vaccine-dose-likely-needed-within-12-months.html
https://nationalpost.com/news/whistlers-festive-mountain-culture-is-silenced-by-outbreak-of-brazilian-covid-variant
https://nationalpost.com/news/whistlers-festive-mountain-culture-is-silenced-by-outbreak-of-brazilian-covid-variant
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brazil/update-1-healthcare-collapse-imminent-brazils-sao-paulo-warns-as-covid-19-cases-surge-idUSL1N2M71RL
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/15/americas/chile-coronavirus-vaccination-cases-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/15/americas/chile-coronavirus-vaccination-cases-intl/index.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-15/spain-reports-more-than-10000-new-coronavirus-cases-as-fourth-wave-takes-hold.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-15/spain-reports-more-than-10000-new-coronavirus-cases-as-fourth-wave-takes-hold.html
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210415-france-passes-grim-milestone-of-100-000-deaths-from-covid-19
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/corona-gesetz-kabinett-101.html
https://cphpost.dk/?p=123809
https://cphpost.dk/?p=123809
https://www.ft.com/content/fcc50938-4190-43c8-b8f9-d011b5f840e1
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/in-luxemburgs-schulen-sind-ab-montag-flaechendeckend-schnelltests-im-einsatz/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/15/covid-variant-first-detected-india-found-uk
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israelis-no-longer-required-to-wear-masks-outside-starting-sunday-as-covid-ebbs/
https://apnews.com/article/world-news-iran-coronavirus-pandemic-russia-a621235653a9a2fa2b7a8584fbb575a5
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/15/987617849/india-confirms-more-than-200-000-coronavirus-cases-in-a-day
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/thailand-reports-record-daily-rise-with-1543-new-coronavirus-cases-2021-04-15/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/15/uk-covid-variant-pushes-cambodia-to-brink-of-national-tragedy
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/15/uk-covid-variant-pushes-cambodia-to-brink-of-national-tragedy
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-dr-ashley-bloomfield-gives-vaccine-rollout-update-two-cases-in-managed-isolation/HJ6YLH2RYG5S362ZTH7VMNYKJU/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/china-reports-10-new-mainland-covid-19-cases-vs-12-day-earlier-2021-04-15/
https://hongkongfp.com/2021/04/15/breaking-hong-kong-expands-covid-vaccination-programme-to-under-30s/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/japans-olympics-minister-hopes-torch-relay-turns-around-public-sentiment-2021-03-25/
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-india-kumbh-idUSKBN2C118Q
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-news-as-1-of-every-6-daily-infections-is-now-in-india-huge-kumbh-crowds-2411644
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/world-first-denmark-ditches-astrazenecas-covid-19-shot-2021-04-14/
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/coronavirus-covid-ppe-trash-masks-gloves-pollution-deadly-wildlife
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/04/end-hygiene-theater/618576/
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/13/politics/us-intel-report-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.forbes.com.mx/noticias-mexico-pais-con-mas-personal-medico-muerto-por-coronavirus/
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/covid-19-pourquoi-le-variant-identifie-au-bresil-plus-contagieux-inquiete-en-france_4370307.html

¥ Misinformation

523 articles from unverified sources were selected forming 11 supernarratives
over the last week:
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The treemap shows the narratives and subnarratives associated with anti-vax
articles. The colours represent the narratives, while the text indicates each

subnarrative. The bigger the size of the box, the higher the number of articles
tagged as that narrative and subnarrative.
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B Anti-vax narratives
B Anti-vax conspiracy theories
B Anti-mandatory vaccination narratives

@ Fact Check

= Fact checkers debunk claims that American hip-hop artist DM X received
the COVID-19 vaccine days before his heart attack and death, reporting
that DMX did not receive the COVID-19 vaccine the week before his
cardiac arrest (usatoday).

= Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines do not prevent
infection or transmission of the disease, reporting that evidence shows
vaccines have a significant effect on the infection rate of COVID-19 and
reduce transmission (fullfact).

= Fact checkers address an American cardiologist’s claims that there is no
reason for healthy people under the age of 50 or those who have recovered
from COVID-19 to be vaccinated, reporting that medical experts agree
that younger people should be inoculated because they can still be
affected by the virus, and that the shots also benefit those who have
already had the disease (afp).
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https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/04/13/fact-check-no-evidence-dmxs-heart-attack-caused-covid-vaccine/7173058002/
https://fullfact.org/health/facebook-post-makes-misleading-claims-about-covid-19-passports-and-death-rate/
https://factcheck.afp.com/us-cardiologist-makes-false-claims-about-covid-19-vaccination

