
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE 

Unit I.3 Text and Data Mining 

  

COVID-19 media surveillance  
1 April 2020; 09:30 

 

 
 

 

 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 180 thousand articles per day on Tuesday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus, data shown till 30 March (source: 

EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: White House has predicted 100,000 to 240,000 deaths from 

coronavirus despite mitigation measures; Obamacare special enrollment 

period amid pandemic rejected; bidding war over ventilators; cruise ships 

Zaandam and Rotterdam headed to Florida; growing number of cases 

aboard US aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt 

 Italy: 105,792 cases and 15,729 deaths reported on 31 March 18:00; 

growth curve of new infections is flattening; Chinese community in Prato 

helps beat coronavirus 

 Spain: highest death toll so far with 849 deaths in 24 hours; new measures 

to cushion economic blow 

 France: highest death toll so far with 499 deaths in 24 hours; production of 

face masks and ventilators ramped up 

 Germany: city of Jena introduces mandatory wearing of face masks; 

production of protective equipment and ventilators to be increased 

 Cases in the vicinity of EU institutions: 12,775 confirmed cases and 705 

deaths reported in total in Belgium while Belgian girl becomes Europe's 

youngest coronavirus victim; 2,178 cases and 23 deaths in total in 

Luxembourg  

 Hungary: ongoing debate on rule by decree in Hungary  

 UK: number of deaths rises by 27 %; 13-year old youngest UK victim  

 Russia: doctor who met with Putin tested positive as record daily rise in 

cases reported 

 India: 1,3 billion people under lockdown leading to decreasing pollution 

levels 

 Indonesia plans to mobilize volunteers to fight the spread of coronavirus in 

coastal villages and the vast hinterlands of the archipelago  

 South Korea: mandatory 14-day isolation on all arrivals takes effect; 

cluster of cases at a major hospital in Uijeongbu 

 Japan: highest increase in new cases so far; state of emergency and school 

closures until May discussed 

 China starts reporting asymptomatic cases; 36 cases of which 35 were 

imported cases 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Russia, China and Japan 

(source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most retweeted items: 

 Bill Gates: Here’s how to make up for lost time on covid-19 

(washingtonpost) 

 

 McConnell: Impeachment distracted government from coronavirus threat 

(thehill) 

 

 Impeachment didn’t distract from coronavirus preparations. Trump did. 

(washingtonpost) 

 

 Trump rejects Obamacare special enrollment period amid pandemic 

(politico) 

 

 Mexico receives 50 million COVID-19 test kits from China (eluniversal) 

 

 

The most retweeted English sources were the New York Times, CNN, the 

Washington Post and Youtube 

 

Okdiario, Russia Today (Spanish Version) and El Diario and Le Monde and 

Le Parisien were among the most retweeted Spanish and French sources, 

respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://time.com/5813489/white-house-projects-100k-240k-deaths-coronavirus/
https://time.com/5813489/white-house-projects-100k-240k-deaths-coronavirus/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/31/trump-obamacare-coronavirus-157788
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/31/trump-obamacare-coronavirus-157788
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/31/new-york-andrew-cuomo-coronavirus-ventilators
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/31/cruise-ship-chief-zaandam-and-rotterdam-passengers-left-to-fend-for-themselves-covid-19-crisis
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Exclusive-Captain-of-aircraft-carrier-with-15167883.php
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/media-comunicazione/comunicati-stampa/dettaglio/-/asset_publisher/default/content/coronavirus-sono-77-635-i-positivi
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-tally/no-let-up-in-coronavirus-deaths-in-italy-new-cases-steady-idUSKBN21I2MK
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-chinese/from-zero-to-hero-italys-chinese-help-beat-coronavirus-idUSKBN21I3I8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-chinese/from-zero-to-hero-italys-chinese-help-beat-coronavirus-idUSKBN21I3I8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spain-tally-idUSKBN21I197
https://english.elpais.com/politics/2020-03-31/spanish-cabinet-rolls-out-new-measures-to-cushion-economic-blow-of-coronavirus-crisis.html
https://english.elpais.com/politics/2020-03-31/spanish-cabinet-rolls-out-new-measures-to-cushion-economic-blow-of-coronavirus-crisis.html
https://www.france24.com/en/20200331-coronavirus-france-reports-record-499-deaths-in-a-day-total-death-toll-of-3-523
https://www.france24.com/en/20200331-france-s-macron-visits-coronavirus-mask-factory-as-health-workers-complain-of-acute-shortage
https://www.france24.com/en/20200331-france-s-macron-visits-coronavirus-mask-factory-as-health-workers-complain-of-acute-shortage
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-masks/german-city-introduces-face-masks-for-shoppers-as-corona-cases-rise-idUSKBN21I10K
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern/coronavirus-bayern-schutzmasken-produktion-1.4863500
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/103643/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-12775-confirmed-cases/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/103643/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-12775-confirmed-cases/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-belgium-death/belgian-girl-becomes-europes-youngest-coronavirus-victim-media-idUSKBN21I1W8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-belgium-death/belgian-girl-becomes-europes-youngest-coronavirus-victim-media-idUSKBN21I1W8
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/2178-corona-infizierte-in-luxemburg-24-todesfaelle/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/2178-corona-infizierte-in-luxemburg-24-todesfaelle/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/31/rule-by-decree-in-hungary-reopens-wounds-on-european-center-right-158366
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-casualties/uk-coronavirus-deaths-rise-by-27-minister-laments-shocking-toll-idUSKBN21I2D9
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-healthy-boy-13-is-youngest-uk-victim-11966526
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-putin-doctor/russian-doctor-who-met-putin-last-week-diagnosed-with-coronavirus-idUSKBN21I1Z1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russia-coronavirus-cases-jump-to-2337-in-record-daily-rise-idUSKBN21I17K
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russia-coronavirus-cases-jump-to-2337-in-record-daily-rise-idUSKBN21I17K
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/13-billion-people-21-day-lockdown-can-india-curb-coronavirus
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/31/asia/coronavirus-lockdown-impact-pollution-india-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/31/asia/coronavirus-lockdown-impact-pollution-india-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/31/indonesia-plans-village-squads-to-prevent-spread-of-coronavirus.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/31/indonesia-plans-village-squads-to-prevent-spread-of-coronavirus.html
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200401000855
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200401000837
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan/tokyo-records-most-new-coronavirus-cases-in-a-day-as-pressure-for-lockdown-builds-idUSKBN21I083
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan/japan-on-brink-of-emergency-as-coronavirus-spreads-government-spokesman-idUSKBN21J3YG
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-japan/with-japan-on-brink-of-coronavirus-emergency-tokyo-could-keep-schools-closed-until-may-idUKKBN21I3LI
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-japan/with-japan-on-brink-of-coronavirus-emergency-tokyo-could-keep-schools-closed-until-may-idUKKBN21I3LI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-asymptomatic/china-starts-to-report-asymptomatic-coronavirus-cases-idUSKBN21J450
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/01/coronavirus-live-updates-global-death-toll-rises.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/01/coronavirus-live-updates-global-death-toll-rises.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/bill-gates-heres-how-to-make-up-for-lost-time-on-covid-19/2020/03/31/ab5c3cf2-738c-11ea-85cb-8670579b863d_story.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/490335-mcconnell-impeachment-distracted-government-from-coronavirus-threat
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/03/31/impeachment-didnt-distract-coronavirus-preparations-trump-did/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/31/trump-obamacare-coronavirus-157788
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/coronavirus-mexico-recibe-de-china-50-mil-kits-de-prueba-para-detectar-covid-19
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Ursula von der Leyen (European Commission, President): 

"It's of outmost importance that emergency measures are not at the 

expense of our fundamental principles and values. Democracy cannot 

work without free and independent media. Respect of freedom of 

expression and legal certainty are essential in these uncertain times." 

 

Donald Trump (USA, President): 

"Nobody knew how contagious this was"; "I don’t think any doctor 

new it at the time. People have not seen anything like this." 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: anti-EU narratives 

 It is not true that Huawei stopped sending masks to Spain because 

of an article by High Representative of the Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell (newtral). 

 

Fact checked: fear mongering 

 It is not true that the WHO has decreed the “suspension of any and 

all medical activities” (newtral). 

 

Fact checked: prevention and treatment 

 Helicopters are not spraying disinfectants to try to eradicate 

coronavirus (teyit). 

 Inhaling hot water, blasting your nose and mouth with hot air from 

a hair dryer and drinking tea do not cure COVID-19 

(factcrescendo, verificado, teyit). 

 It is not true that Trump announced that millions of doses of a 

COVID-19 vaccine will be marketed in the next few days 

(newtral). A vaccine against the novel coronavirus has not been 

found yet (lasillavacia). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 There is no scientific connection between the coronavirus outbreak 

and the implementation of 5G technology (boomlive). 

 The coronavirus pandemic was not predicted in a Matt Damon 

movie (maldita). 

 

https://www.newtral.es/huawei-niega-haber-frenado-la-donacion-de-mascarillas-a-espana-por-un-articulo-de-josep-borrell/20200329/
https://www.newtral.es/bulo-oms-suspension-actividad-medicina/20200325/
https://teyit.org/sehirlerin-koronaviruse-karsi-helikopterlerle-dezenfekte-edilecegi-iddiasi/
https://english.factcrescendo.com/2020/03/30/fact-check-inhalation-of-hot-steam-kills-coronavirus/
https://verificado.com.mx/falso-que-covid-19-se-destruya-con-tecnica-de-secadora-de-pelo/
https://teyit.org/cayin-covid-19-hastaligini-iyilestirdigi-iddiasi/
https://www.newtral.es/donald-trump-no-ha-anunciado-que-se-vayan-a-comercializar-en-los-proximos-dias-millones-de-dosis-de-una-vacuna-contra-el-coronavirus/20200329/
https://lasillavacia.com/detector-no-este-medicamento-tampoco-vacuna-covid-19-no-hay-vacuna-76005
https://www.boomlive.in/fact-file/did-the-race-to-5g-cause-the-coronavirus-outbreak-7404
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/03/30/contagio-pelicula-2019-predice-coronavirus/

