
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE 

Unit I.3 Text and Data Mining 

  

COVID-19 media surveillance  
27 April 2020; 09:30 

 

 
 

 

 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with nearly 100 thousand articles per day on Sunday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: 54,877 deaths reported; closure of food processing plants might lead 

to food shortages. 

 Spain records lowest daily death toll as lockdown eases. 

 Italy will start easing lockdown restrictions on 4 May. 

 France has seen a decrease in deaths with 242 deaths reported on Sunday. 

 Germany reports 1,018 new cases and 110 deaths; facemasks mandatory 

across many states.  

 UK: 413 deaths reported as lockdown has been in place for a month. 

 Belgium will lift lockdown in three phases starting first phase on 4 May. 

 Luxembourg: 12 new cases and 3 deaths reported. 

 Russia: cases rise to 87,147 surpassing China 

 Iran plans to reopen mosques in areas free of coronavirus 

 India allows small shops to reopen as 26,496 cases and 824 deaths were 

reported 

 Brazil: hospitals, morgues and cemeteries across Brazil are overwhelmed 

 Ecuador: more than 7,000 deaths in city of Guayaquil 

 Singapore reported an additional 931 confirmed cases 

 South Korea: 10 confirmed cases reported; South Korea’s walk-thru 

testing booths are exported 

 Japan tightens travel curbs to 14 more nations including Russia; Tokyo 

reports less than 100 new cases for the first time in 13 days; 148 of the 623 

crew members onboard Costa Atlantica tested positive 

 China: all patients in Wuhan have been discharged; three new cases, two 

of which were imported 

 Science: sewage can be used to measure the coronavirus prevalence 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "Young and middle-aged people, barely sick with covid-19, are dying of 

strokes" (washingtonpost) 

 

 "Say it loud, say it clear: Donald Trump needs to resign over his handling 

of the coronavirus" (bostonglobe) 

 

 "A spike in New Yorkers ingesting household cleaners following 

Trump’s controversial coronavirus comments" (dailynews) 

 

 "40 coronavirus cases in Milwaukee county linked to Wisconsin election, 

health official says" (wuwm) 

 

 "Coronavirus spreads in a New York nursing home forced to take 

recovering patients" (nbcnews) 

 

 "13 hours of Trump: The president fills briefings with attacks and boasts, 

but little empathy" (washingtonpost) 

 

 "Mexico's economy breaks down in gigantic steps" (elpais) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, the Guardian, the New York Post and CNN. 

 

Infobae, El País, Huffington Post (Spanish version), El Diario, El Mundo and 

RT (Spanish version) and Le Parisien and Le Monde were among the most 

mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2020/health/coronavirus-us-maps-and-cases/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/26/business/tyson-foods-nyt-ad/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/26/business/tyson-foods-nyt-ad/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52433659
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-26/spain-reports-fewest-coronavirus-deaths-in-more-than-a-month
https://www.france24.com/en/20200426-covid-19-france-records-242-new-deaths-marking-a-major-drop-in-its-daily-toll
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-cases/germany-reports-1018-new-coronavirus-cases-110-more-deaths-idUSKCN2290BO
https://www.zeit.de/gesellschaft/zeitgeschehen/2020-04/maskenpflicht-bundeslaender-regelungen-uebersicht
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain/back-at-work-british-pm-johnson-faces-lockdown-catch-22-idUKKCN2290IC
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/107955/107955/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/3-723-menschen-in-luxemburg-positiv-auf-corona-getestet-3-weitere-menschen-sterben/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-russia/russias-coronavirus-cases-rise-to-87147-surpass-chinas-idUKKCN2290TP?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-iran/iran-plans-to-reopen-mosques-in-areas-free-of-coronavirus-president-says-idUSKCN2280HD
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52423474
https://apnews.com/79e0b8e164c032844468513683f1723b
https://triblive.com/news/no-more-bodies-on-the-streets-but-coronavirus-batters-ecuador-with-disproportionate-force/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/27/coronavirus-latest-updates-asia-europe.html
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200427000227
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200426000178
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200426000178
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13331361
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13331399
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13331399
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/fifty-seven-new-covid-19-cases-on-costa-atlantica
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/fifty-seven-new-covid-19-cases-on-costa-atlantica
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/27/wuhan-discharges-all-coronavirus-patients-as-beijing-takes-steps-to-stop-second-wave
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-reports-3-new-mainland-coronavirus-cases-2-imported
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-reports-3-new-mainland-coronavirus-cases-2-imported
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/26/us/covid-19-sewage-testing/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/04/24/strokes-coronavirus-young-patients/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/25/opinion/say-it-loud-say-it-clear-donald-trump-needs-resign-over-his-handling-coronavirus/
https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-coronavirus-new-yorkers-household-cleaners-trump-20200425-rnaqio5dyfeaxmthxx2vktqa5m-story.html
https://www.wuwm.com/post/40-coronavirus-cases-milwaukee-county-linked-wisconsin-election-health-official-says#stream/0
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/coronavirus-spreads-new-york-nursing-home-forced-take-recovering-patients-n1191811
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/13-hours-of-trump-the-president-fills-briefings-with-attacks-and-boasts-but-little-empathy/2020/04/25/7eec5ab0-8590-11ea-a3eb-e9fc93160703_story.html
https://elpais.com/economia/2020-04-25/la-economia-de-mexico-se-descompone-a-pasos-agigantados.html
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Giuseppe Conte (Italy, Prime Minister): 

"What will happen after May 4? In the two weeks that will follow, so 

until May 18, we will have in general the continuation of the existing 

measures regarding social distancing and freedom of movement. So, 

measures concerning movements within regions will remain in place, 

movements will be allowed with proven work reasons and in 

situations of necessity and out of health reasons. The only addition 

that we make is the possibility of movements for visiting relatives"; 

"We are not saying that from May 4 home parties and family 

reunions will be allowed". 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact check: fear-mongering claims 

 Fact checkers debunk a video claiming to show police officers in 

Turkey, Hungary and Spain detaining people over 50 to force them 

to quarantine in governmental centres (afp). 

 Fact checkers debunk a video claiming to show FBI agents seizing 

masks infected with the novel coronavirus - the video in question 

actually shows FBI agents seizing masks from alleged price gouger 

(afp). 

 

Fact checked: health claims 

 Fact checkers debunk Trump’s claims that injecting people with 

disinfectants and exposing patients' bodies to UV light could help 

treat COVID-19 (snopes, politifact). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that drinking warm water with salt 

prevents/cures COVID-19 (verafiles). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that disposable face masks can be 

sterilised with boiling water vapour - they report that according to 

experts, this will damage the material face masks are made of, 

causing them to lose their effectiveness (afp). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Nobel laureate Tasuku Honjo 

said that the novel coronavirus was created by China (factly). 

 Fact checkers debunk German singer Xavier Naidoo’s claims that 

the novel coronavirus is a hoax (correctiv). 

 

https://checamos.afp.com/o-video-foi-gravado-no-azerbaijao-nao-na-turquia-em-outubro-de-2019
https://factcheck.afp.com/video-shows-fbi-agents-seizing-masks-alleged-price-gouger
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/trump-disinfectants-covid-19/
https://www.politifact.com/article/2020/apr/24/trumps-idea-disinfectants-sunlight-covid-wrong/
https://verafiles.org/articles/vera-files-fact-check-video-claiming-drinking-water-salt-kil
https://factual.afp.com/el-vapor-de-agua-hirviendo-no-esteriliza-las-mascarillas-desechables-y-dana-su-material
https://factly.in/nobel-laureate-tasuku-honjo-hasnt-claimed-that-coronavirus-is-man-made/
https://correctiv.org/faktencheck/2020/04/24/irrefuehrendes-video-xavier-naidoo-zweifelt-existenz-des-coronavirus-an-und-verlangt-beweise

