EUROPEAN COMMISSION

B JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE
Sorn_ Unit 1.3 Text and Data Mining

COVID-19 media surveillance

19 November 2020; 20:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with 90 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as
detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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Headlines

Vaccine developers Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna reported an efficacy of

95 % in late-stage trials

US sees highest Covid-19 death toll in months as deaths exceed 250,000;
rapid at-home Covid-19 test got FDA approval

India nears 9 million Covid-19 cases

Brazil has highest increase in deaths since May

Spain sets new seven-day record for Covid deaths in second wave
France reported 21,150 new confirmed cases on Thursday, down from

28,383 on Wednesday as pressure on the hospital system continued to ease

Germany: violent anti-lockdown protests in Berlin led to 365 arrests and
77 injured police officers

Danish Covid mink variant 'very likely extinct', but controversial cull
continues

Ireland: Mink farms in talks over plan to cull 120,000 animals as mutated
strain of coronavirus could negate efforts to secure effective vaccines
Hungary warned against use of Russia's Sputnik V vaccine

Belgium: Brussels extends curfew into mid-December

Luxembourg reported 670 new cases and 6 deaths on Thursday

Sweden: Nobel scientists urge face mask rethink as Sweden's Covid-19
cases climb; Sweden’s health agency stated that a number of people who
work in the mink industry had tested positive

UK: Brexit talks suspended after EU negotiator tested positive

Russia’s case numbers surpassed two million cases; coronavirus mutations :

are appearing in Siberia
Covid-19 cases surge in Iran, Jordan, Morocco

New Zealand reported two new cases, both in managed isolation

South Korea’s new cases top 300 for second consecutive day

China documents 12 cases of COVID-19 in past 24 hours, all imported
while the management of asymptomatic cases is prioritised

Japan sets another daily record with 2,388 new cases amid highest alert
level in Tokyo
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Germany,
Ireland, the UK, Russia, and India (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

, Twitter

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

i = "Immunity to the Coronavirus may last years, new data hint. Blood

i samples from recovered patients suggest a powerful, long-lasting immune
response, researchers reported.” (nytimes, biorxiv)

"A new study questions whether masks protect wearers. You need to wear
them anyway. Masks prevent people from transmitting the coronavirus to
others, scientists now agree. But a new trial failed to document protection
from the virus among the wearers." (nytimes)
"Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Authorizes first Covid-19 test for :
self-testing at home." (fda) :
"Why every state should adopt a mask mandate, in 4 charts. The latest
research suggests mask mandates help control the spread of Covid-19."
(vox)

The hashtags #moderna and #pfizer were trending following press releases
: about the efficacy of their vaccines in late-stage trials.

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, CNN, AP
i News, Yahoo and the Washington Post.

El Diario, CNN (Spanish Version), RT (Spanish Version), El Pais, and
i Infobae, and Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned
i Spanish and French sources, respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-vaccines-pfizer/pfizer-ends-covid-19-trial-with-95-efficacy-to-seek-emergency-use-authorization-idUSL4N2HZ3VS
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-03248-7
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/18/us-covid-deaths-250k-437942
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/11/18/home-test-coronavirus-covid-fda/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-india-cases-idUKKBN27Z24Q
https://valorinveste.globo.com/mercados/brasil-e-politica/noticia/2020/11/19/coronavirus-hoje-brasil-tem-maior-alta-de-mortes-desde-maio-pelo-2o-dia-e-aumento-preocupa-especialistas.ghtml
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-11-19/spain-sets-new-seven-day-record-for-covid-deaths-in-second-wave.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-cases/frances-new-confirmed-coronavirus-cases-and-hospitalisations-down-idUSKBN27Z2UV
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-cases/frances-new-confirmed-coronavirus-cases-and-hospitalisations-down-idUSKBN27Z2UV
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/corona-demo-in-berlin-polizei-zieht-bilanz-365-festnahmen-77-verletzte-beamte-a-19b8f05d-bb0b-4942-83f9-721434f6ff01
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/corona-demo-in-berlin-polizei-zieht-bilanz-365-festnahmen-77-verletzte-beamte-a-19b8f05d-bb0b-4942-83f9-721434f6ff01
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/19/danish-covid-mink-variant-very-likely-extinct-but-controversial-cull-continues
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/19/danish-covid-mink-variant-very-likely-extinct-but-controversial-cull-continues
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/covid-19-mink-farms-in-talks-over-plan-to-cull-120-000-animals-1.4413660
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-eu-hungary/update-1-eu-warns-hungary-against-use-of-russias-covid-19-vaccine-idUSL1N2I51L7
https://www.brusselstimes.com/brussels/141316/brussels-extends-curfew-into-mid-december-coronavirus-covid19-restrictions-13-december-lifted/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/non-classe/sante-meldet-670-neuinfektionen-am-donnerstag-sechs-weitere-menschen-sterben/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sweden-face-masks-idUSKBN27Z27X
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sweden-face-masks-idUSKBN27Z27X
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sweden-minks/sweden-finds-covid-19-cases-in-people-who-work-in-the-mink-industry-idINKBN27Z1UP
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-sweden-minks/sweden-finds-covid-19-cases-in-people-who-work-in-the-mink-industry-idINKBN27Z1UP
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/nov/19/brexit-trade-talks-suspended-after-covid-infection
https://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKKBN27Z0X0
https://fr.reuters.com/article/idUKKBN27X10A
https://fr.reuters.com/article/idUKKBN27X10A
https://www.barrons.com/news/virus-cases-surge-in-iran-jordan-morocco-who-01605798309
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/two-new-covid-19-cases-recorded-in-nz-today-both-managed-isolation
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20201119000182
https://tass.com/world/1225365
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-11-18/Graphics-How-is-China-responding-to-asymptomatic-coronavirus-cases--VwCwYFq0RG/index.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/19/national/japan-another-coronavirus-record/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/17/health/coronavirus-immunity.html
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.15.383323v1
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/18/health/coronavirus-masks-denmark.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-covid-19-test-self-testing-home
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/21546014/mask-mandates-coronavirus-covid-19
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@)\ Fact Check

Fact checkers continue to debunk several claims contained in a World :
Doctors Alliance video, including claims denying that the pandemic exists :
and calling the virus “normal flu” (afpfactcheck). :
Fact checkers debunk claims that US hospitals are falsely attributing

deaths to COVID-19 in order to acquire more funding, reporting that in
some cases hospitals do receive extra federal funding, but on the basis of
treated COVID-19 patients, not COVID-19 deaths (misbar).

Fact checkers debunk claims that chokeberry and pomegranate juice
“destroys the coronavirus in 5 minutes” (factcheck.cz).

American fact checkers debunk claims that a member of Joe Biden’s
COVID-19 task force recommends “withholding food stamps and rent
assistance from those who refuse coronavirus vaccines”, reporting that H
such claims mischaracterise recommendations made over the summer by a
working group of medical experts and scholars (politifact). :
Fact checkers address what is said to be a claim by Jim Carrey, that is, that
COVID-19 is being used to manipulate the world through fear, reporting
that there is no evidence to suggest that the American actor made the
purported comment (aapfactcheck).

Dutch fact checkers focus on a series of images showing the same person

in different coronavirus-related situations, circulating on social media
accompanied by claims that they prove that the pandemic is planned

and/or being used to frighten people. Fact checkers report that the images

in question are stock images intended to illustrate the situation, not
exaggerate it (afpfactchecknederland).
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https://factcheck.afp.com/world-doctors-alliance-shares-false-and-misleading-claims-about-covid-19-pandemic
https://misbar.com/en/factcheck/2020/11/14/hospitals-aren%E2%80%99t-inflating-covid-19-death-statistics
https://factcheck.kz/claim-checking/verdict/manipulyaciya-naturalnye-soki-unichtozhayut-koronavirus-za-5-minut/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/nov/16/instagram-posts/no-bidens-covid-19-task-force-appointee-didnt-prop/
https://www.aap.com.au/fake-jim-carrey-covid-19-quote-is-no-laughing-matter/
https://factchecknederland.afp.com/deze-stockfotos-zijn-gemaakt-ter-illustratie-van-de-pandemie-niet-om-deze-te-overdrijven-vervalsen

