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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with more than 80 thousand articles per day on Wednesday 

(in 70 languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 US: As 21 states report a rise in new cases, CDC director Redfield said 

that more than 90% of Americans remain susceptible; the virus is 

continuing to mutate according to largest genetic study in the US 

 Brazil totals 4.6 million cases and 138,900 deaths from Covid-19 

 Spain reports 11,289 new cases with Madrid being most affected 

 France tightens restrictions and unveils new 'danger zones' map 

 Italy reports 1,786 new cases amid a rise in deaths in Lombardy region; 

Italian president Mattarella rebuts Johnson's over restrictions after PM’s 

suggestion UK’s Covid-19 infection rate was worse than Italy because 

Britons loved their freedom more 

 Belgium eases restrictions despite surging cases 

 The Netherlands surpassed 100,000 cases but no decision has been taken 

about new measures yet 

 Luxembourg was added to Belgium’s “red list” with travel restrictions 

starting on Friday 

 Poland reports record daily rise after easing restrictions 

 Austrian Alps to open for skiing with ban on après-ski parties 

 UK reports highest ever number of new daily cases with 6,634 new cases 

and 40 deaths 

 Russia to register second COVID-19 vaccine by Oct. 15 according to 

consumer safety watchdog Rospotrebnadzor 

 Israel tightens coronavirus lockdown as cases continue surge toward ‘edge 

of abyss’ 

 India has begun to report more coronavirus recoveries each day than new 

patients, with active cases below 1 million 

 South Africa reported 1,906 new cases and 88 deaths 

 Australia’s state of Victoria will ease lockdown restrictions due to 

decreasing number of new cases 

 New Zealand reports three new cases in managed isolation 

 South Korea sees triple-digit gains in daily COVID-19 cases for second 

day 

 China lifts pandemic bar on entry by foreigners 

 Japan: the Tokyo Games could take place next year even without a 

coronavirus vaccine, pointing to the success of the Tour de France. 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, the UK, 

Russia, India and China (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "Pentagon reportedly spent $1 billion meant for coronavirus on body 

armor and jet engines" (complex) 

 "Massive genetic study shows coronavirus mutating and potentially 

evolving amid rapid U.S. spread" (washingtonpost) 

 "200,000 people have died from Covid-19 in the US. That's more than 

the US battle deaths from 5 wars combined" (cnn) 

 "CDC reverses itself and says guidelines it posted on coronavirus 

airborne transmission were wrong" (washingtonpost) 

 "Dogs deployed at Helsinki Airport to sniff out virus. Helsinki Airport is 

trialling the scheme after a study suggests trained dogs can detect 

COVID-19 with close to 100% certainty." (sky) 

 EU leaders' summit postponed as security guard tests positive for Covid-

19. European Council President Charles Michel has to quarantine, as he 

and the guard were "in close contact early last week" (Spokesman 

Barend Leyts) 

 Ursula von der Leyen’s first task? Get member states to cooperate on the 

issues we citizens care about. Sixty-three per cent of Europeans want to 

see more cooperation as a result of Covid-19 (independent) 

 Israeli rapid COVID-19 test to be used in major European airports 

(jerusalempost) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were US CDC, the Washington Post, 

CNN, the New York Times, People and the Independent. 

 

RT (Spanish Version), El País, Infobae, El Diario and Libre Mercado, and Le 

Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and French 

sources, respectively. 

 
 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/24/health/us-coronavirus-thursday/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/24/health/us-coronavirus-thursday/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/09/23/houston-coronavirus-mutations/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/miscellaneous/covid-19/brazil-totals-4-6-million-cases-and-138900-deaths-from-covid-19-september-23rd/
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-09-24/spain-reports-11289-new-coronavirus-cases-more-than-4000-diagnosed-in-24-hours.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france/france-tightens-virus-measures-unveils-new-danger-zones-map-idUSKCN26E0YL
https://www.corriere.it/salute/20_settembre_24/coronavirus-italia-bollettino-oggi-24-settembre-1786-nuovi-casi-23-morti-011f05a0-fe59-11ea-a30b-35e0d3e9db56.shtml
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/24/italian-president-rebuts-johnsons-freedom-remarks-over-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/24/italian-president-rebuts-johnsons-freedom-remarks-over-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/24/italian-president-rebuts-johnsons-freedom-remarks-over-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/belgium-eases-covid-19-restrictions-despite-surging-cases
https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2020/09/coronavirus-cases-top-100000-in-the-netherlands-more-regional-measures-likely/
https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2020/09/coronavirus-cases-top-100000-in-the-netherlands-more-regional-measures-likely/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/non-classe/belgien-setzt-luxemburg-auf-die-rote-liste-einreisebeschraenkungen-gelten-ab-freitag/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/non-classe/belgien-setzt-luxemburg-auf-die-rote-liste-einreisebeschraenkungen-gelten-ab-freitag/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-poland/poland-reports-new-record-daily-increase-in-coronavirus-cases-idUSKCN26F1AW
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-24/skiing-is-in-off-piste-partying-out-on-austria-s-alpine-slopes
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-uk-reports-highest-ever-number-of-new-daily-cases-12080489
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-uk-reports-highest-ever-number-of-new-daily-cases-12080489
https://news.trust.org/item/20200922075701-4c5f4
https://news.trust.org/item/20200922075701-4c5f4
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-54278293
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-54278293
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-records-slowest-weekly-rise-in-active-coronavirus-cases-11600933382383.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-records-slowest-weekly-rise-in-active-coronavirus-cases-11600933382383.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/south-africa-sees-1-906-new-covid-19-cases-88-deaths/1983733
https://www.smh.com.au/national/as-it-happened-victoria-records-12-covid-19-cases-as-daniel-andrews-flags-further-easing-of-restrictions-sa-border-opens-to-nsw-as-australian-death-toll-jumps-to-861-20200924-p55yn4.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/as-it-happened-victoria-records-12-covid-19-cases-as-daniel-andrews-flags-further-easing-of-restrictions-sa-border-opens-to-nsw-as-australian-death-toll-jumps-to-861-20200924-p55yn4.html
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/426818/covid-19-three-new-cases-in-managed-isolation-in-nz
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200924000168
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200924000168
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-london-archive-boris-johnson-f5a89d93aa1b9d6bf91afb7a551ec34a
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/09/24/national/olympics-take-place-without-vaccine-ioc-chief/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/09/24/national/olympics-take-place-without-vaccine-ioc-chief/
https://www.complex.com/life/2020/09/pentagon-spent-1-billion-coronavirus-body-armor-jet-engines?utm_campaign=complexmag&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/09/23/houston-coronavirus-mutations/?arc404=true
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/09/22/health/us-coronavirus-deaths-200k/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/09/21/cdc-covid-aerosols-airborne-guidelines/
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-dogs-deployed-at-helsinki-airport-to-sniff-out-virus-12079289
https://twitter.com/BarendLeyts/status/1308418925739356163
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/european-commission-brexit-covid-germany-turkey-greece-b512722.html?utm_content=Echobox&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1600802718
https://www.jpost.com/health-science/israeli-rapid-covid-19-test-to-be-used-in-major-european-airports-643224
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  Fact Check 
 

 Fact checkers debunk the claim that the epidemic is over, reporting that the 

data such claim is based upon is not up-to-date (lemondelesdecodeurs). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that a product containing chlorine dioxide, the 

main ingredient of industrial bleach, is a “miracle cure” for COVID-19, 

reporting that chlorine dioxide is an excellent tool against the disease when 

it is used on infected surfaces - once consumed, on the other hand, the 

disinfectant compound will lead to poisoning, irreversible bodily harm, 

and, eventually, death (misbar). 

 Fact checkers declare a Polish senator’s claim that “30 per cent of people 

in Poland say that they will take a COVID-19 vaccine” false, reporting 

that, according to a survey conducted in late July and early August, 56 per 

cent of people in Poland are willingness to be vaccinated against the 

coronavirus (demagog). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims circulating on social media that the US CDC 

is encouraging patients to take an untested [COVID-19] flu shot, 

explaining that COVID-19 and the flu are caused by different viruses and 

that no vaccine is available against COVID-19 yet (healthfeedback). 

 Fact checkers debunk Dr. Li-Meng Yan’s statement that the coronavirus is 

a man-made virus created in the Wuhan Institute of Virology, reporting 

that public health authorities have repeatedly said the coronavirus was not 

derived from a lab (politifact). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the opening ceremony of the London 

2012 Olympic Games contained a symbolic ritual predicting the 

coronavirus pandemic, reporting that the performance was meant to pay 

homage to the NHS (maldita). 

 

 

https://www.lemonde.fr/les-decodeurs/article/2020/09/23/coronavirus-il-est-errone-d-affirmer-que-l-epidemie-est-finie_6053312_4355770.html
https://misbar.com/en/factcheck/2020/09/22/amazon-vendors-selling-chlorine-dioxide-is-not-a-miracle-cure-for-covid-19
https://demagog.org.pl/wypowiedzi/ile-osob-w-polsce-deklaruje-ze-nie-bedzie-szczepilo-sie-na-koronawirusa/
https://healthfeedback.org/claimreview/no-vaccine-contains-strains-of-both-the-flu-and-the-virus-that-causes-covid-19-covid-19-is-not-the-flu/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/sep/16/li-meng-yan/tucker-carlson-guest-airs-debunked-conspiracy-theo/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/09/21/juegos-olimpicos-londres-2012-predijo-coronavirus-feretros/

