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Rural toolkit launch event
6 February 2024

10.30 – 12.00
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Rural toolkit
Background, partners involved and live-demo

GIULIA TESTORI

Joint Research Centre (JRC)
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The Rural toolkit is an online dashboard of funding 

opportunities for rural development

Hosted under the Rural Vision platform (together 

with the Rural Observatory)

• First multi-stakeholder validation: June 2023

• Second multi-stakeholder validation: Oct 23

• Final version: December 2023 

• Official launch: 6 February 2024 (online)

Main info
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• What: a guide on the different EU funding opportunities offered by the 2021-2027 

budget, centralising information in one web tool 

• Policy framework: the long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas (LTVRA) and the 

revitalization of rural areas

• For whom: local actors in rural areas - with limited administrative capacity - encountering 

challenges in finding, understanding, using and combining EU funding opportunities

• Aim: promoting revitalisation and sustainable local development to tackle existing 

challenges, and unleash the potential of rural areas

• EU programmes and initiatives by all relevant DGs and agencies 

• Be accessible to rural local actors

• Be written in plain language, easy to understand

• Provide inspirational solutions and examples

Objectives of the Rural toolkit
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DGs involved and team

JRC: Collected information, analysed data, carried out data processing and testing, 

development and maintenance of the dashboard

Implementing team: Giulia Testori (project leader), Terry Stavropoulos, Pier Saraceno, 

Davide Auteri, Carmelo Attardo, Glauco Prina (ext). Communication responsible: 

Elisa Bazzani and Gabriel Resende. Graphical support: Laura Spirito (ext). 

Alessandro Rainoldi (Head of Unit)

DG REGIO: Promoter of the initiative and funding DG. Collaborated in collecting, producing 

and analysing information, facilitated the required data, coordinated with DG AGRI, DG 

COMM and DG DIGIT the web presence of the online dashboard 

Responsible team: Marek Teplansky, Gergana Miladinova and Merja Haapakka

DG AGRI:  Advise on funding related to agriculture and rural development, facilitate the 

linkage with the LTVRA

Reference officers: Alexia Rouby and Silvia Nanni

External experts: Carlotta Fioretti (former project leader) and Fabrizio Guzzo
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First validation workshops

• DG-REGIO premises 

27 June 2023 - 09.15-15.30

CEMR, Euromontana, 

RUMRA, SHERPA, Copa-

Cogeca, ECA, Smart Villages 

Forum, PREPARE, Rural Pact, 

Rural Youth Europe, CAP 

Network, NSPA – Sweden, DG 

REGIO and DG AGRI  



8

Second validation workshop

• European Week of 

Regions and Cities 

(EWRC)

11 October 2023

Session in cooperation 

with DG AGRI
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Dissemination activities

List of events:

• Several Commission internal coordination events

• High-level Rural Policy Forum in Sigüenza – Sep 23

• EWRC (European Week of Regions and Cities) – Oct 23

• Regions of North Sweden – Nov 23

• EGTCUM (Expert Group on Territorial Cohesion and Urban 

Matters) – Nov 23

• ERCA (European Rural Community Alliance) – Nov 23

• Rural pact Policy Lab – Dec 23

• European LEADER Congress – Dec 23
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LIVE - DEMO

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/EU_ScienceHub
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Thank you for joining us

https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/ 

ACCESS THE TOOL:


