EUROPEAN COMMISSION
JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE

Unit .3 Text and Data Mining

European
Comrnission

COVID-19 media surveillance

25 February 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as
detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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Headlines

US: As new cases continue to decline, CDC Director Rochelle Walensky
and other top U.S. health officials worry that the new variants could
undermine that progress; nursing homes, once hotspots, far outpace U.S.
in Covid declines

UK lowers COVID-19 alert status as pressure on hospitals eases

Spain reports 9,387 Covid-19 deaths in February, the highest monthly
figure since the first wave

Portugal extended nationwide lockdown until at least mid-March
Italy’s Lombardy again in virus crisis as Brescia sees surge

France: 'about half' of France's Covid-19 cases are due to UK variant
according to French PM Jean Castex; new border checks at French-
German border to tighten controls in Moselle region

Belgium could be at the start of third coronavirus wave, UZ Ghent says
Finland to tighten COVID-19 restrictions from March 8

Serbia will receive additional 500,000 doses of the Sinopharm vaccine
from China in March

Ukraine faces almost 40% jump in new daily COVID-19 cases

Israeli study of more than 1 million people indicated Pfizer and
BioNTech’s coronavirus vaccine is highly effective; Israel’s COVID
vaccine data released for first-time in peer-reviewed journal

Chile vaccinated 16% of its population in just 21 days

India: daily new cases have decreased from a peak of over 90,000
infections in September down to just over 10,000 a day in February
Australia: incidents of excessive dosing of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
occurred during vaccine roll out

New Zealand reported no new community cases

South Korea: 1 million doses of AstraZeneca vaccine are distributed
across South Korea to begin vaccination on Friday

China reported 12 new cases on Feb. 23, all imported infections; China
approves two more domestic COVID-19 vaccines for public use

Japan will begin vaccinating 36 million senior citizens on April 12; one

month until Olympic torch relay
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:
= "California’s coronavirus strain looks increasingly dangerous: ‘The devil

is already here”" (latimes)

"A new coronavirus variant is spreading in New York, researchers report.
The variant contains a mutation thought to help the virus dodge the

immune system, scientists said. " (nytimes)

"First person vaccinated with CoronaVac in Bahia is hospitalized with
Covid before taking the second dose" (gazetabrasil)

"Vip vaccination: [President of the Argentinian Chamber of Deputies] :
Sergio Massa's father and in-laws were vaccinated against the coronavirus :
in January" (lanacion) :
"U.S. reaches 500,000 deaths from the coronavirus. The number of dead
rivals the populations of Atlanta or Sacramento, California." (nbcnews)

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the LA
Times, Forbes, Reuters, and CNN.

La Nacién, El Diario and El Pais, and 20minutes and Ouest France were
among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/24/cdc-director-covid-variants-could-undermine-all-of-our-efforts.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/24/cdc-director-covid-variants-could-undermine-all-of-our-efforts.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/25/us/nursing-home-covid-vaccine.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/25/us/nursing-home-covid-vaccine.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain-idUSKBN2AP23A
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-02-25/spain-reports-9387-covid-19-deaths-in-february-the-highest-monthly-figure-since-the-first-wave.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-02-25/spain-reports-9387-covid-19-deaths-in-february-the-highest-monthly-figure-since-the-first-wave.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-extends-covid-19-lockdown-will-plan-for-lifting-restrictions-idUSL8N2KV3XF
https://apnews.com/article/europe-italy-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-national-governments-e4d4ab04ed7f0de06f454cdf718dfd48
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210225-uk-variant-accounts-for-about-half-of-france-s-covid-19-cases-pm-says
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-france-announces-new-border-checks-with-germany/a-56702063
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-france-announces-new-border-checks-with-germany/a-56702063
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/157010/coronavirus-infections-ghent-hospital-decroo-consultative-committee/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-finland/finland-to-tighten-covid-19-restrictions-from-march-8-idUSKBN2AP12P
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/china-to-send-more-covid-19-vaccine-doses-to-serbia/2157428
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/china-to-send-more-covid-19-vaccine-doses-to-serbia/2157428
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-ukraine/ukraine-faces-almost-40-jump-in-new-daily-covid-19-cases-idUSL1N2KV0F8
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/540458-pfizer-vaccine-highly-effective-in-real-world-study-israeli-researchers-say
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/540458-pfizer-vaccine-highly-effective-in-real-world-study-israeli-researchers-say
https://www.jpost.com/health-science/covid-vaccine-prevents-57-percent-of-symptomatic-cases-after-1st-dose-clalit-660123
https://english.elpais.com/usa/2021-02-25/how-chile-vaccinated-16-of-its-population-in-just-21-days.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/24/asia/india-covid-decline-explainer-intl-hnk-scli/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/24/asia/india-covid-decline-explainer-intl-hnk-scli/index.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-25/covid19-vaccine-pfizer-dose-mistake-experts/13191010
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-25/covid19-vaccine-pfizer-dose-mistake-experts/13191010
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-family-with-virus-had-private-home-viewing-no-new-community-cases/BNJZVOBGDSBFVAGQZBVJPRC22U/
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210225001023
https://www.reuters.com/article/healthcoronavirus-china-cases/corrected-china-reports-12-new-covid-19-cases-vs-10-a-day-earlier-idUSL1N2KU01G
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-vaccine-idUKKBN2AP1MW
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14219437
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/02/25/national/olympics-torch-relay/
https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2021-02-23/california-homegrown-coronavirus-strain-looks-increasingly-transmissible-and-dangerous
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/24/health/coronavirus-variant-nyc.html
https://gazetabrasil.com.br/especiais/coronavirus/1-vacinada-com-coronavac-na-bahia-e-internada-com-covid-antes-de-tomar-a-2a-dose/
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/los-suegros-sergio-massa-se-vacunaron-coronavirus-nid2610044?utm_medium=Echobox&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1614018785
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/u-s-reaches-500-000-deaths-coronavirus-n1257992

% Misinformation

Over the past week, 339 articles were selected as relevant following the
manual annotation of a larger set of COVID-related articles from unverified
sources. In total, 10 supernarratives were identified, distributed as presented in

the figure below:
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narratives
Geopolitics
narratives

Vaccine-related
national actors
Conspiracy theories
Downplaying COVI
authoritarianism
Health-related
Fearmongering
Anti-minority

The treemap shows the narratives and subnarratives associated with anti-vax
articles. The colours represent the narratives, while the text indicates each
subnarrative. The bigger the size of the box, the higher the number of articles
tagged as that narrative and subnarrative.

B anti-vax narratives
B Anti-vax conspiracy theories
B Anti-mandatory vaccination narratives

©\ Fact Check

= Fact checkers debunk claims that South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa only pretended to receive a COVID-19 shot as the syringe
used on him had a capped needle (afp).

= Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines contain “toxic”
ingredients, reporting that these give inaccurate information about what is
included in the vaccines and the dangers of substances found in some
vaccines in small quantities (theferret).

= UK fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines are
experimental and the manufacturers do not have liability, reporting that all
the COVID-19 vaccines being used in the UK have been tested and
approved by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
and that manufacturers are immune to some - but not all - civil liability
(fullfact).
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https://factcheck.afp.com/president-cyril-ramaphosa-did-not-receive-his-covid-19-vaccine-capped-needle
https://theferret.scot/claim-about-covid-19-vaccine-ingredients-false/
https://fullfact.org/online/covid-19-survival-rate-less-998/

