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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 120 thousand articles per day on Sunday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: more than 140,000 cases;  USA could face 200,000 deaths and 

millions of cases according to NIAID director Fauci; social distancing 

extended through end of April 

 Italy: 97,689 cases and 10,779 deaths in total reported on 29 March 18:00; 

Albania sent 30 doctors and nurses  

 Spain: deaths continue to rise with 838 deaths reported on Sunday; 

lockdown extended to include all non-essential workers 

 France: patients from eastern France transferred by TGV to Bordeaux and 

by plane to Ulm  

 Cases in the vicinity of EU institutions: 1,702 new cases confirmed, 78 

new deaths in Belgium; nearly 2000 cases and 21 deaths in total in 

Luxembourg  

 Poland: debate about presidential election on 10 May 

 Hungary: debate about new law to protect against coronavirus 

 UK: restrictions could last six months according to chief medical officer 

 Russia: Moscow went into mandatory lockdown with 1,000 cases reported 

 India: lockdown triggers exodus to rural areas as Prime Minister Modi 

defends the measures asking for forgiveness 

 Brazil: 4,256 cases and 136 deaths reported; President Bolsonaro is 

considering a regulation to allow citizens to return to work 

 Nigeria: lockdown in Lagos and the capital city of Abuja 

 South Korea: decrease in number of new cases, but clusters and imported 

cases remain a concern 

 Japan: travelers from the US, China, South Korea and most of Europe 

banned from entry; stocks fell due to fears of Tokyo lockdown; 2,578 

confirmed cases, including 712 from cruise ship Diamond Princess, with 

64 deaths 

 China: drop in new coronavirus cases with no transmission in Wuhan for 

sixth day; return to normalcy while maintaining the status 

 Economy: Remarks by Dutch Finance Minister Hoekstra made headlines; 

oil prices fall to 17-year low  

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Germany, Spain, Greece, China and 

Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The most retweeted items were: 

 Japanese Comedian Ken Shimura died of COVID-19 (nhk) 

 

 A Spanish princess is the world's first royal to die from the coronavirus 

(insider) 

 

 Liberty University brings back its students, and coronavirus fears, too 

(nytimes) 

 

 The missing six weeks: how Trump failed the biggest test of his life 

(theguardian) 

 

 

The following hashtags were on the rise: 

 #popefrancis as Pope Francis warned of a "viral genocide" in places where 

governments put the economy before people. 

 

The most retweeted English sources were the New York Times, Youtube, the 

Guardian, CNN and the Washington Post. 

 

Okdiario, El País, Infobae and Russia Today (Spanish Version) and Le 

Parisien and Le Monde were among the most retweeted Spanish and French 

sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/03/30/coronavirus-latest-news/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/us-virus-deaths-could-reach-200000-fauci-warns-as-medical-supplies-run-short-idUSKBN21G0ME
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/us-virus-deaths-could-reach-200000-fauci-warns-as-medical-supplies-run-short-idUSKBN21G0ME
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-guidelines.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-guidelines.html
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/media-comunicazione/comunicati-stampa/dettaglio/-/asset_publisher/default/content/coronavirus-sono-73-880-i-positivi
https://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2020/03/29/news/coronavirus_medici_albania_italia-252593099/?ref=RHPPLF-BH-I252632527-C8-P3-S1.8-T1
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-03-29/coronavirus-deaths-continue-to-rise-in-spain-with-new-record-838-in-last-24-hours.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spain/spains-coronavirus-death-toll-rises-by-838-overnight-to-6528-idUSKBN21G0C0
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france/france-moves-patients-from-swamped-hospitals-as-death-toll-climbs-idUKKBN21G0T6
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france/france-moves-patients-from-swamped-hospitals-as-death-toll-climbs-idUKKBN21G0T6
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/103279/coronavirus-1702-new-cases-confirmed-78-new-deaths/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/103279/coronavirus-1702-new-cases-confirmed-78-new-deaths/
https://www.wort.lu/de/politik/ticker-21-tote-fast-2-000-infizierte-in-luxemburg-5e68ad21da2cc1784e358152
https://www.wort.lu/de/politik/ticker-21-tote-fast-2-000-infizierte-in-luxemburg-5e68ad21da2cc1784e358152
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/29/polands-coronavirus-crisis-election-unleashes-political-warfare-154852
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/29/the-guardian-view-on-hungarys-coronavirus-law-orbans-power-grab
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/29/uk-coronavirus-restrictions-could-last-six-months-deputy-chief-medical-officer
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/coronavirus-moscow-lockdown-mandatory-quarantine-russia-covid-19-pandemic-a9432856.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52086274
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/modi-seeks-forgiveness-india-poor-covid-19-lockdown-200329132107033.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/modi-seeks-forgiveness-india-poor-covid-19-lockdown-200329132107033.html
https://www.saude.gov.br/noticias/agencia-saude/46619-brasil-registra-4-256-casos-confirmados-de-coronavirus-e-136-mortes
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/bolsonaro-esta-com-vontade-de-decretar-volta-ao-trabalho/
https://exame.abril.com.br/brasil/bolsonaro-esta-com-vontade-de-decretar-volta-ao-trabalho/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-nigeria-buhari/nigeria-orders-14-day-cessation-of-movement-in-lagos-abuja-to-fight-coronavirus-idUSKBN21G0UA
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200330000223
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200330000223
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan/japan-to-expand-entry-ban-to-include-us-china-most-of-europe-asahi-idUSKBN21G0ZF
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-japan/japan-to-expand-entry-ban-to-include-us-china-most-of-europe-asahi-idUSKBN21G0ZF
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/03/30/business/financial-markets/stocks-tumble-tokyo-lockdown/#.XoGdPYgzbIU
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/tokyo's-infection-spike-after-olympic-delay-sparks-questions
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/tokyo's-infection-spike-after-olympic-delay-sparks-questions
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/tokyo's-infection-spike-after-olympic-delay-sparks-questions
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-toll/china-sees-drop-in-new-coronavirus-cases-none-in-hubei-for-sixth-day-idUSKBN21H00T
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/03/can-china-return-normalcy-while-keeping-coronavirus-check
https://www.politico.eu/article/netherlands-try-to-calm-storm-over-repugnant-finance-ministers-comments/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/30/oil-falls-amid-saudi-arabia-russia-price-war-coronavirus-hits-demand.html
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/news/html/20200330/k10012357011000.html
https://www.insider.com/royal-death-coronavirus-spain-princess-maria-teresa-borbon-parma-2020-3
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/politics/coronavirus-liberty-university-falwell.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/mar/28/trump-coronavirus-politics-us-health-disaster
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Richard Horten (UK, Editor of The Lancet) : 

"The UK Government’s Contain–Delay–Mitigate–Research strategy 

failed. It failed, in part, because ministers didn’t follow WHO’s 

advice to “test, test, test” every suspected case. They didn’t isolate 

and quarantine. They didn’t contact trace. These basic principles of 

public health and infectious disease control were ignored, for reasons 

that remain opaque". 

 

Donald Trump (USA, President) 

"If we can hold that number down ... to 100,000, it's a horrible 

number, maybe even less ... we all, all together have done a very 

good job".  

 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: fear mongering 

 Italy did not “surrender” to the coronavirus outbreak (boomlive). 

 Photos of people covered in blankets sitting on the roadside are not 

from coronavirus-hit Italy, but from earthquake-hit Croatia 

(thequint). 

 Italy’s Internet infrastructure is not about to collapse 

(pagellapolitica). 

 

Fact checked: prevention and treatment 

 Drinking tea and eating bananas cannot prevent COVID-19 

(animalpolitico, boomlive). 

 Miracle Mineral Solution (MMS) or sodium chlorite does not cure 

COVID-19 (maldita.es). 

 A Cuban drug has not cured over 1,500 coronavirus patients 

(efectococuyo). 

 It is not true that a COVID-19 vaccine that can cure patients in 

under 3 hours has been created (thequint). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 The novel coronavirus is not a bioweapon (efectococuyo). 

 

 

https://www.boomlive.in/fast-check/did-italian-president-surrender-to-coronavirus-outbreak-fake-quote-viral-7391
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/photos-from-aftermath-of-earthquake-croatia-shared-as-effect-of-coronavirus-in-italy-fact-check
https://pagellapolitica.it/blog/show/643/46-bufale-sul-coronavirus
https://www.animalpolitico.com/elsabueso/no-ningun-te-puede-prevenir-covid-19-como-asegura-solalinde/
https://www.boomlive.in/world/coronavirus/australian-news-report-edited-to-show-bananas-defend-against-covid-19-7266
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/03/29/coronavirus-bulos-pandemia-prevenir-virus/
https://efectococuyo.com/cocuyo-chequea/medicamento-cubano-coronavirus/
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/covid-19-vaccine-ready-can-cure-patients-in-3-hours-fact-check
https://efectococuyo.com/cocuyo-chequea/coronavirus-laboratorio-arma-biologica/

