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25 March 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as
detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

Headlines

i = US: President Biden sets new Covid vaccine goal of 200 million shots

¢ within his first 100 days; California expands vaccine eligibility to all
adults starting April 15, Florida on April 5

Brazil's COVID-19 chaos sparks fear, countermeasures from neighbors
EU leaders back 'global value chains' instead of vaccine export bans
Spain: Amid looming threat of fourth wave in Spain, only half of 80-and-
over age group is vaccinated

Portugal reports 90% of new cases due to UK variant

France extends partial lockdowns to other regions as cases surge

German Chancellor Angela Merkel backtracked on Easter lockdown after
uproar

Belgium reimposes strict lockdown amid worrying rise in cases
Luxembourg reported more than 80 cases in nursing home

Israel to mark Independence Day under green pass outline as reproduction
rate stood at 0.59

Mexico's confirmed coronavirus death toll surpasses 200,000

Chile in ‘critical’ grip of second wave despite one of best vaccination rates
India records spike in Covid-19 cases as several variants detected,
prompting fears of a second wave

New Zealand: Coronavirus was spreading in New Zealand earlier than

: first thought, study shows

i = China: coronavirus circulated undetected months before first COVID-19

i cases in Wuhan according to study by UCSD

i = South Korea: National Assembly approved $13.2 billion extra budget to

¢ fight aftermath of COVID-19

Japan: COVID-delayed Tokyo Olympics torch sets off across Japan

Joint

Research

Centre

o0
() o
(1) (15}
()
eoec
000;
0000
© g°° (-] (2
° (]
(+]
(1)

Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

.

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

i = "200 million vaccines in 100 days is the new goal, Biden says, though the

i U.S.isalready on track to meet that.” (nytimes)

i = "How Morocco managed to rank in the world's top 10 for vaccinations"

i (slate_fr)

i = "Medical entities call for a ban on the use of chloroguine and ivermectin

i against Covid-19" (globo)

i = "U.S. COVID response could have avoided hundreds of thousands of :
i deaths: research” (reuters)
i = "Senior Fox News, Fox Business producer dies from coronavirus” (thehill) :

The most mentioned English sources were Reuters, the New York Times,
i BBC and the Washington Post.

El Cooperante, EI Mundo and RT (Spanish version), and Ouest France and
: Francetvinfo were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources,
i respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/25/biden-will-announce-new-covid-vaccine-goal-200-million-shots-within-his-first-100-days.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/03/25/biden-will-announce-new-covid-vaccine-goal-200-million-shots-within-his-first-100-days.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/25/california-expands-vaccine-eligibility-478014
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/25/california-expands-vaccine-eligibility-478014
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-usa/california-florida-north-carolina-announce-expanded-covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-idUSL1N2LN3GI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil-neighbors-idUSKBN2BH1D2
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/mar/25/eu-leaders-told-bloc-has-sent-21m-covid-vaccine-doses-to-the-uk
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-25/amid-looming-threat-of-fourth-wave-in-spain-only-half-of-80-and-over-age-group-is-vaccinated.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-25/amid-looming-threat-of-fourth-wave-in-spain-only-half-of-80-and-over-age-group-is-vaccinated.html
https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/2021-03-24/uk-variant-is-going-to-represent-90-of-new-cases/58932
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2021/03/25/olivier-veran-confirme-le-reconfinement-de-la-nievre-du-rhone-et-de-l-aube_6074474_3244.html
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-angela-merkel-backtracks-on-easter-lockdown-after-uproar/a-56969820
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-angela-merkel-backtracks-on-easter-lockdown-after-uproar/a-56969820
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210324-belgium-reimposes-strict-lockdown-amid-worrying-rise-in-covid-19-cases
https://www.wort.lu/de/lokales/luxemburg-stadt-mehr-als-80-corona-faelle-in-altenheim-6018198fde135b9236383a02
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/coronavirus-in-israel-679-confirmed-cases-17-percent-positivity-rate-663000
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/coronavirus-in-israel-679-confirmed-cases-17-percent-positivity-rate-663000
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-mexico/mexicos-confirmed-coronavirus-death-toll-surpasses-200000-idUSE1N2K202J
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/chile-critical-grip-second-covid-wave-one-best-vaccination-rates-rcna505
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/03/25/india/india-covid-double-mutant-variant-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-virus-was-in-nz-earlier-than-first-thought/JRUTQWAWGNKWRKGXAL5AZQFZNI/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-virus-was-in-nz-earlier-than-first-thought/JRUTQWAWGNKWRKGXAL5AZQFZNI/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/03/210318185328.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/03/210318185328.htm
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/03/356_306057.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/03/356_306057.html
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-delayed-tokyo-olympics-torch-sets-off-across-japan/a-56981155
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/25/us/biden-vaccines-goal.html
http://www.slate.fr/story/206366/maroc-modele-vaccination-covid-19-coronavirus-pandemie
https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/coronavirus/entidades-medicas-pedem-banimento-do-uso-de-cloroquina-ivermectina-contra-covid-19-1-24937209
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-economy-idUSKBN2BH1DK
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/544370-senior-fox-news-fox-business-producer-dies-from-coronavirus
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Misinformation

i 472 articles from unverified sources were selected forming 9 supernarratives
over the last week:
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Anti-vax narratives
Criticism of
restrictions

Conspiracy theories

Criticism of EUand

national actors

JRC-EMM-SUPPORT @ec.europa.eu
jens.linge@ec.europa.eu

Geopolitics

Health-related

narratives

Claims of

authoritarianism

Anti-minority

narratives

Fearmongering
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@ Fact Check

= Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines contain aluminum,

which will hurt the brain, reporting that while small amounts of aluminum
have been used in vaccines since the 1930s, Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson
& Johnson have shared the ingredients list to their vaccines and none have :
an aluminum adjuvant (politifact). :
Fact checkers debunk claims that life insurance companies will not pay
claims if a person dies within one year of receiving a vaccination against
COVID-19 (afp).

Fact checkers debunk claims that a US CDC study shows mask mandates
have a negligible impact on COVID-19 outcomes, reporting that the study :
in question actually finds that state-issued mask mandates were associated :
with significant decreases in daily COVID-19 case and death growth rates

(factcheck.org).


https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/mar/22/instagram-posts/instagram-post-suggests-covid-19-vaccines-contain-/
https://factcheck.afp.com/covid-19-vaccination-does-not-invalidate-us-life-insurance-policies
https://www.factcheck.org/2021/03/scicheck-posts-distort-cdc-study-supporting-masks-mandates-to-reduce-covid-19/

