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COVID-19 media surveillance

4 March 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 75 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as

detected by EMM/MEDISY'S).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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US: President Biden promised enough coronavirus vaccine for ‘every

adult in America’ by the end of May; roll-out of single-shot Johnson &
Johnson jab has started in the US

UK: New Covid-19 strain identified in the UK with 16 cases discovered

so far

Brazil: Health officials are urging nationwide lockdowns and curfews as
hospitals run short of ICU beds and more than 1,000 deaths are registered
each day
Spain: more than 85% of Spain’s care home residents have now been fully :
vaccinated according to Health Ministry i
French PM Castex has announced new measures to curb the spread of the
virus in France :
Portugal recorded 28 deaths related to Covid-19, the lowest value since 27
October i
Ireland: Health officials are investigating four stillbirths potentially linked

to Covid-19

Germany’s vaccination committee has reversed its guidance not to
administer the Oxford/AstraZeneca jab to over-65s in light of new studies
proving the vaccine’s efficacy

Belgium justifies non-essential travel ban until 1 April in letter to
Commission

Luxembourg: The number of Covid-19 infections is continuing to rise in
Luxembourg, with a further 5% increase in new cases last week

Israel, Denmark and Austria agree on joint vaccine development; 88% of
Israelis aged 50+ have been vaccinated or recovered from COVID-19

India records spike with over 17,000 new cases; India's Covaxin vaccine

has an efficacy rate of 81%, preliminary data from its phase 3 trial shows.
Nigeria received on March 2 nearly 4 million vaccine doses through the
Covax initiative

Australia: a shipment of 250,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine

destined for Australia has been blocked in Italy

New Zealand has third day with no new Covid cases

Chinese officials dismiss concerns of vaccine diplomacy as vaccine
diplomacy in Central Asia is discussed

Japan: over 230 cases of new coronavirus variants confirmed in Japan
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

Twitter

= "CoronaVac has low neutralizing action against Brazilian variant of
i Covid, says study" (gazetabrasil)

"Pfizer's coronavirus vaccine may not work as well if you're fat,
researchers say. Scientists in Italy claims their research shows that obese
people - anyone with a BMI over 30 - may need bigger doses, or another
top-up jab, to protect them against Covid-19" (mirror)

"Texas becomes biggest US state to lift COVID-19 mask mandate™
(apnews)

"Republicans are least likely to want the coronavirus vaccine" (axios)

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, AP news,
i Axios and Reuters.

El Confidencial, El Diario and EI Libre Mercado, and 20minutes and Ouest
i France were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources,
¢ respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/03/02/covid-biden-vaccine-cases/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/03/02/covid-biden-vaccine-cases/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/04/health/covid-vaccine-johnson-and-johnson-rollout.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/04/health/covid-vaccine-johnson-and-johnson-rollout.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/new-covid-variant-public-health-england-16-cases-b922269.html
https://apnews.com/article/brazil-coronavirus-pandemic-634da373dd37972cb4398ef28c77dd49
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-04/more-than-85-of-spains-care-home-residents-have-now-been-fully-vaccinated-health-ministry-reports.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-04/more-than-85-of-spains-care-home-residents-have-now-been-fully-vaccinated-health-ministry-reports.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2021/03/04/jean-castex-detaille-de-nouvelles-mesures-confinement-le-week-end-dans-le-pas-de-calais-23-departements-en-surveillance-renforcee_6071990_3244.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2021/03/04/jean-castex-detaille-de-nouvelles-mesures-confinement-le-week-end-dans-le-pas-de-calais-23-departements-en-surveillance-renforcee_6071990_3244.html
https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/2021-03-04/covid-19-portugal-update-4-march/58652
https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/2021-03-04/covid-19-portugal-update-4-march/58652
https://www.barrons.com/news/ireland-investigates-stillbirths-linked-to-covid-19-01614889805?tesla=y
https://www.barrons.com/news/ireland-investigates-stillbirths-linked-to-covid-19-01614889805?tesla=y
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/04/germany-vaccine-body-says-over-65s-should-get-astrazeneca-jab
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/158239/belgium-pm-de-croo-justifies-non-essential-travel-ban-letter-eu-european-commission-consultative-committee-april-testing-quarantine/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/158239/belgium-pm-de-croo-justifies-non-essential-travel-ban-letter-eu-european-commission-consultative-committee-april-testing-quarantine/
https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/covid-cases-keep-rising-infections-up-5-in-past-week-603fc640de135b923681df3d
https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/covid-cases-keep-rising-infections-up-5-in-past-week-603fc640de135b923681df3d
https://www.timesofisrael.com/visiting-israel-leaders-of-denmark-austria-agree-on-joint-vaccine-development/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/88-of-israelis-aged-50-have-been-vaccinated-or-recovered-from-covid-19/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/88-of-israelis-aged-50-have-been-vaccinated-or-recovered-from-covid-19/
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/covid19-update-india-records-huge-spike-with-over-17-000-new-cases-coronavirus-11614831934295.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-55748124
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-55748124
https://www.barrons.com/news/nigeria-receives-nearly-four-million-free-covax-vaccines-01614691205
https://www.barrons.com/news/nigeria-receives-nearly-four-million-free-covax-vaccines-01614691205
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-05/italy-eu-block-250000-astrazeneca-doses-to-australia/13218348
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-05/italy-eu-block-250000-astrazeneca-doses-to-australia/13218348
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/04/new-zealand-has-third-day-with-no-new-covid-cases-as-church-leader-says-she-will-refuse-vaccine
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-parliament-vaccine-idUSKCN2AV0V6
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/vaccine-diplomacy-in-central-asia-russia-vs-china/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/vaccine-diplomacy-in-central-asia-russia-vs-china/
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2021/03/0c72184555a1-over-230-cases-of-new-coronavirus-variants-confirmed-in-japan.html
https://gazetabrasil.com.br/especiais/coronavirus/coronavac-tem-baixa-acao-neutralizante-contra-variante-brasileira-da-covid/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/pfizers-coronavirus-vaccine-not-work-23588742
https://apnews.com/article/texas-lifts-covid-19-mask-mandate-ed7cd1b065a1afd71175f255fb5148aa
https://www.axios.com/republicans-coronavirus-vaccine-hesitancy-023bf32f-3d68-4206-b906-4f701b87c39f.html
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©\ Fact Check

= Fact checkers debunk claims that reports to the UK’s Yellow Card scheme

suggest that the AstraZeneca vaccine is not safe, reporting that while the
scheme has collected reports of adverse health events following
vaccination, none of the deaths or serious events so far appear to have
been caused by it (fullfact).

Fact checkers address claims that US “health officials push pregnant
women to get COVID shots, despite known risks”, reporting that pregnant
women can choose whether or not to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and
that there is no support for the claim that COVID-19 vaccines pose a
danger to pregnant women (healthfeedback).

Fact checkers address claims that COVID-19 vaccines cause infertility,
reporting that loss of fertility has not been reported among thousands of
trial participants nor confirmed as an adverse event among millions who
have been vaccinated (factcheck.org).
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https://fullfact.org/online/yellow-card-astrazeneca-reactions/
https://healthfeedback.org/claimreview/pregnant-women-can-decide-whether-to-receive-the-covid-19-vaccine-safety-monitoring-suggests-that-covid-19-vaccines-dont-pose-any-specific-risk-for-pregnant-women/
https://www.factcheck.org/2021/02/scicheck-no-evidence-vaccines-impact-fertility/

