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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with more than 140 thousand articles per day on Tuesday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: more than 1 million cases with at least 58,356 deaths; 68 residents 

have died at a Massachusetts home for ageing veterans. 

 Spain: Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez announced coronavirus deescalation 

measures with a transition period of 6 to 8 weeks 

 Italy tops 200,000 coronavirus cases, daily death toll rises to 382 

 France outlined the schedule for the end of the lockdown from 11 May 

 Germany: face masks mandatory in all shops and on public transport 

 UK: 3,096 deaths in nursing homes 

 Belgium: 647 new cases and 134 deaths reported 

 Luxembourg: 12 new cases and 1 death reported  

 Austria loosens lockdown further allowing events of up to 10 people 

 Serbia restarts public transport as strict lockdown eases 

 Russia reported 5,841 new cases on Wednesday bringing its overall 

nationwide case tally close to 100,000. 

 India’s coronavirus death toll crossed the 1000-mark with 31,360 

confirmed cases in total 

 Brazil recorded more than 68,000 cases and approximately 5,000 deaths. 

 Singapore’s health ministry confirmed 690 more cases, most of which 

among migrant workers living in dormitories 

 South Korea plans to improve measures to better protect unregistered 

migrants and homeless people 

 Japan: governors seek nationwide extension of state of emergency; daily 

cases in Tokyo rise again after pace slowed; contact-tracing app will be 

released in May 

 China reports 22 new cases vs 6 a day earlier, 21 of which were imported 

 Science: Airborne coronavirus detected in Wuhan hospitals; 

Tocilizumab/Actemra reduced deaths and need for ventilator support in 

the CORIMUNO-TOCI trial. 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

Egypt, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "'So what? I'm sorry, you want me to do what?', says Bolsonaro about 

record deaths by coronavirus" (folha) 

 

 "Trump says he 'closely' follows the 'serious outbreak' of new coronavirus 

in Brazil and suggests suspending flights" (globo) 

 

 "Ground Zero: A fifth to half of all coronavirus deaths have been in 

nursing homes" (justthenews) 

 

 "The Government banned the sale of PPE to nursing homes, according to 

our suppliers" (lavanguardia) 

 

 "Ohio’s G.O.P. Governor Splits From Trump, and Rises in Popularity" 

(nytimes) 

 

 "How Do You Reopen a State That Never Closed?" (medium) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the New 

York Post, Youtube, the Guardian, CNN and the Washington Post. 

 

Infobae, Clarin, La Vanguardia, El Mundo, El Diario and RT (Spanish 

version) and Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned 

Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/28/health/us-coronavirus-tuesday/index.html
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/nearly-70-dead-in-horrific-outbreak-at-holyoke-soldiers-home/2115282/
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/nearly-70-dead-in-horrific-outbreak-at-holyoke-soldiers-home/2115282/
https://english.elpais.com/politics/2020-04-28/spains-prime-minister-announces-coronavirus-deescalation-measures.html
https://english.elpais.com/politics/2020-04-28/spains-prime-minister-announces-coronavirus-deescalation-measures.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-tally/italys-tops-200000-coronavirus-cases-daily-death-toll-rises-idUSKCN22A2MS
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tamarathiessen/2020/04/28/this-is-how-france-plans-to-lift-lockdown-from-may-11/#2fac65fc4403
https://www.thelocal.de/20200428/coronavirus-face-masks-become-mandatory-in-all-shops-as-well-as-public-transport-in-germany
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-52455072
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/108527/coronavirus-134-new-deaths-123-hospital-admissions-in-belgium/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/3-741-menschen-in-luxemburg-positiv-auf-corona-getestet-ein-weiterer-mensch-stirbt/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-austria/austria-loosens-lockdown-further-allowing-gatherings-of-up-to-10-people-idUSKCN22A0TQ?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-serbia/serbia-to-restart-public-transport-as-lockdown-eases-idUSL5N2CG712
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russias-coronavirus-case-tally-nears-100000-milestone-idUSKCN22B0Z7
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russias-coronavirus-case-tally-nears-100000-milestone-idUSKCN22B0Z7
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/28/india/india-coronavirus-outbreak-explained-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/28/india/india-coronavirus-outbreak-explained-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2020/4/28/21228512/brazil-bolsonaro-coronavirus-moro
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-singapore/singapore-confirms-690-new-coronavirus-cases-idUSS7N2B4004
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-singapore/singapore-confirms-690-new-coronavirus-cases-idUSS7N2B4004
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200429000769
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200429000769
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/29/national/japan-governors-nationwide-extension-state-of-emergency/#.XqkvQmgzbIU
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13336814
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13336814
https://japantoday.com/category/tech/japan-gov't-to-release-coronavirus-contact-tracing-app-in-may
https://japantoday.com/category/tech/japan-gov't-to-release-coronavirus-contact-tracing-app-in-may
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-toll/mainland-china-reports-22-new-coronavirus-cases-vs-6-a-day-earlier-idUSKCN22B01C
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/28/health/coronavirus-hospital-aerosols.html
https://blogs.sciencemag.org/pipeline/archives/2020/04/27/anti-il-6-for-coronavirus-patients-does-it-work-or-not
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/equilibrioesaude/2020/04/e-dai-lamento-quer-que-eu-faca-o-que-diz-bolsonaro-sobre-recorde-de-mortos-por-coronavirus.shtml
https://g1.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2020/04/28/trump-diz-que-brasil-passa-por-surto-serio-de-novo-coronavirus.ghtml
https://justthenews.com/politics-policy/coronavirus/ground-zero-fifth-half-all-coronavirus-deaths-have-been-nursing-homes
https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20200428/48761584556/gobierno-prohibio-venta-epis-residencias-ancianos-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/28/us/politics/mike-dewine-ohio-coronavirus.html
https://gen.medium.com/how-do-you-reopen-a-state-that-never-closed-33eb43f63129
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Édouard Philippe (France, Prime Minister): 

"The lockdown being lifted on May 11 depends on new cases 

dropping below 3,000 a day … If the indicators are bad, the 

lockdown will not be lifted on May 11".  

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
Fact checked: prevention and treatment 

 Indian fact checkers debunk a yoga guru’s claims that mustard oil 

helps to fight COVID-19 (thequint). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that consuming foods high in alkaline 

changes the body’s pH level and helps to fight COVID-19 (afp). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that US President Donald Trump 

announced that American scientists have found a COVID-19 

vaccine (afp). 

 

Fact checked: anti-China narratives 

 Indian fact checkers debunk claims that China is shipping clothes 

of COVID-19 patients to Africa (indiatoday). 

 

Fact checked: anti-vax narratives 

 Fact checkers from all over the world debunk claims that Dr Elisa 

Granato, one of the UK's first COVID-19 vaccine trial participants, 

has died shortly after being injected with the vaccine (afp, 

asianetnews). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers from all over the world debunk claims that Nobel 

Prize-winning scientist Tasuku Honjo said the coronavirus is not 

natural and originated in a Wuhan lab (afp, altnews, boomlive, 

faktograf, lemonde). Google Trends data show that searches for 

Nobel Prize-winning scientist Tasuku Honjo and “coronavirus” 

have spiked over the last week. This could indicate that the 

debunked story claiming that the Japanese immunologist said the 

coronavirus originated in a Wuhan lab has been driving searches.

 

Figure 3 The graph shows worldwide Google searches for “Tasuku 

Honjo” and “coronavirus” from 20 to 28 April (source: Google 

Trends). 

Among EU Member States, Spain seems to be the country with the 

highest number of searches on the topic on 28 April. Spanish fact 

checkers have already debunked the story (newtral). 

 

Figure 4 The map shows the popularity of the search in a given 

country on 28 April. The darker the colour, the more popular the 

search (source: Google Trends). 

 

https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/no-medical-evidence-for-baba-ramdevs-claim-about-coronavirus-mustard-oil-and-holding-breath-fact-check
https://checamos.afp.com/consumir-alimentos-alcalinos-para-aumentar-o-ph-do-organismo-nao-tem-efeito-contra-covid-19
https://factual.afp.com/no-el-presidente-de-eeuu-no-anuncio-millones-de-dosis-de-una-supuesta-vacuna-contra-el-coronavirus
https://www.indiatoday.in/fact-check/story/fact-check-fake-claim-of-china-shipping-clothes-of-covid-patients-to-africa-goes-viral-1671854-2020-04-28
https://factcheck.afp.com/britains-first-coronavirus-vaccine-volunteer-has-not-died-after-trial-jab
https://hindi.asianetnews.com/gallery/fact-check/no-first-volunteer-in-uk-coronavirus-vaccine-trial-has-not-died-fake-news-kpt-q9hrch
https://factcheck.afp.com/nobel-laureate-tasuku-honjo-refutes-false-quote-attributed-him-about-novel-coronavirus
https://www.altnews.in/false-quote-suggests-japanese-nobel-laureate-tasuku-honjo-said-coronavirus-is-man-made/
https://bangla.boomlive.in/fake-news/falsejapanese-nobel-laureate-tasuku-honjo-says-sars-cov-2-is-man-made-7852
https://faktograf.hr/2020/04/28/ne-japanski-nobelovac-nije-izjavio-da-je-kina-stvorila-koronavirus-u-laboratoriju/
https://www.lemonde.fr/les-decodeurs/article/2020/04/28/non-un-prix-nobel-japonais-n-a-jamais-defendu-la-these-du-sars-cov-2-invente-en-laboratoire_6038019_4355770.html
https://www.newtral.es/tasuku-honjo-nobel-japones-bulo-coronavirus/20200427/

