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Human Settlement information is essential for 
policy frameworks and crisis management



The Global Human Settlement Layer (GHSL)

• Monitoring human 
presence on planet Earth:

• Population

• Built-up areas 

• Settlements

• Free & open data

• Operational service



GHSL Release 2023
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GHSL Applications in CEMS: EMS696 Libya
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Development indicators by Degree of Urbanisation



GEO 6 & GEO 6 
Cities by UNEP

UN-Habitat SDG 
11 synthesis 
report

IPCC 6th

Assessment 
Report

And many more … 

Supporting international policy frameworks



Open and Free Geospatial Data for Download

https://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
download.php



• Operational Data Production 
under the Copernicus Programme

• Bi-annual updates 2022, 2024, 
2026

• Quality controlled and validated

GHSL data in a nutshell

• 5-year time series: 1975-2030

• Global, harmonized coverage

• Population density [100 m]

• Built-up surface [10 m]

• Building height/volume [100 m]

• Degree of Urbanization [1 km]

https://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu

https://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


Future population growth will be urban
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Keep in touch

Copernicus Emergency Management Service

emergency.copernicus.eu

@CopernicusEMS
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