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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 180 thousand articles per day on Wednesday  (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: New York City death toll passes 1,300; federal stockpile of personal 

protective equipment is nearly depleted; US intelligence accuses China of 

playing down crisis; Americans purchasing record-breaking numbers of 

guns; cruise ship Zaandam on route to Fort Lauderdale; nearly 100 cases 

onboard USS Theodore Roosevelt  

 Italy: 110,574 cases and 13,155 deaths reported on 1 April 18:00; 

lockdown measures until 13 April followed by second phase of measures; 

antibody testing discussed for return to work 

 Spain: more than 100,000 confirmed cases and 9,000 deaths; drop in 

intensive care patients  

 France: more than 4,000 deaths; more patients transferred from Paris to 

regional hospitals 

 Cases in the vicinity of EU institutions: 13,964 confirmed cases and 828 

deaths reported in total in Belgium; 2,319 cases and 29 deaths in total in 

Luxembourg  

 UK: UN climate conference Cop26 postponed until 2021; only 2,000 NHS 

staff members have been tested 

 Brazil: first indigenous case of coronavirus in Amazon; 6,931 confirmed 

cases and 244 deaths 

 Iran’s official death toll passes 3,000 

 India: cases rise amid fears true figure much higher 

 Philippines president Duterte orders police to shoot dead residents who 

break quarantine 

 South Korea: slight decline in new cases but clusters and imported cases 

on the rise 

 Japan: government will distribute reusable cloth face masks to roughly 50 

million households 

 China Jia county under lockdown amid fear of second wave of cases 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most retweeted items: 

 China concealed extent of virus outbreak, U.S. intelligence says 

(bloomberg) 

 

 90-year-old woman dies from coronavirus after asking doctors to 

save ventilator for younger patients (complex) 

 

 “The campaign panicked”: inside Trump’s decision to back off of 

his easter coronavirus miracle (vanityfair) 

 

 Protective gear in national stockpile is nearly depleted, DHS 

officials say (washingtonpost) 

 

 Facebook, Twitter, YouTube remove posts from Bolsonaro 

(bloomberg) 

 

 

The most retweeted English sources were the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, Politico and Bloomberg. 

 

Russia Today (Spanish Version), Infobae and El Diario and Le Monde, 

Ouest France and Le Parisien were among the most retweeted Spanish and 

French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/01/nyregion/nyc-coronavirus-cases-map.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-protective-gear-stockpile-depleted/2020/04/01/44d6592a-741f-11ea-ae50-7148009252e3_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-protective-gear-stockpile-depleted/2020/04/01/44d6592a-741f-11ea-ae50-7148009252e3_story.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-01/china-concealed-extent-of-virus-outbreak-u-s-intelligence-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-01/china-concealed-extent-of-virus-outbreak-u-s-intelligence-says
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/us-gun-purchases-coronavirus-record
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/us-gun-purchases-coronavirus-record
https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/cruise-ships-still-sailing/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/01/politics/roosevelt-quarantine-guam/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/01/politics/roosevelt-quarantine-guam/index.html
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/media-comunicazione/comunicati-stampa/dettaglio/-/asset_publisher/default/content/coronavirus-sono-80-572-i-positivi
https://www.repubblica.it/politica/2020/04/01/news/la_bozza_del_dpcm_sospsesi_gli_allenamenti_-252899965/?ref=RHPPLF-BH-I252895485-C8-P2-S1.8-T1
https://rep.repubblica.it/pwa/generale/2020/04/01/news/si_al_test_per_trovare_gli_immuni_e_far_ripartire_il_paese_gli_scienziati_vogliono_una_indagine_su_un_campione_ampio-252917087/?ref=RHPPTP-BH-I252921471-C8-P4-S1.8-T1
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-01/coronavirus-cases-in-spain-now-exceed-100000-with-more-than-9000-total-deaths.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-01/drop-in-intensive-care-patients-brings-hope-to-spanish-hospitals.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-01/drop-in-intensive-care-patients-brings-hope-to-spanish-hospitals.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-toll/france-passes-4000-coronavirus-deaths-no-end-of-lockdown-in-sight-idUSKBN21J6JP
http://www.leparisien.fr/societe/coronavirus-le-bilan-s-alourdit-avec-plus-de-41000-morts-dans-le-monde-3523-deces-depuis-le-debut-de-l-epidemie-en-france-suivez-notre-direct-01-04-2020-8291802.php
http://www.leparisien.fr/societe/coronavirus-le-bilan-s-alourdit-avec-plus-de-41000-morts-dans-le-monde-3523-deces-depuis-le-debut-de-l-epidemie-en-france-suivez-notre-direct-01-04-2020-8291802.php
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/103984/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-13964-confirmed-cases/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/103984/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-13964-confirmed-cases/
https://www.wort.lu/de
https://www.wort.lu/de
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/01/uk-likely-to-postpone-cop26-un-climate-talks-glasgow-coronavirus
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/01/britain-faces-testing-crunch-as-crisis-worsens-160903
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/01/britain-faces-testing-crunch-as-crisis-worsens-160903
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/02/brazil-confirms-first-indigenous-case-of-coronavirus-in-amazon
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/04/01/casos-de-coronavirus-no-brasil-em-1-de-abril.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/04/01/casos-de-coronavirus-no-brasil-em-1-de-abril.ghtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-52118809
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/india-coronavirus-cases-rise-amid-fears-true-figure-much-higher
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-philippines-duterte-idINKBN21K0AQ
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-philippines-duterte-idINKBN21K0AQ
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200402000178
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200402000178
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/02/national/japanese-government-distribute-two-masks-per-household-abe/#.XoWVPogzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/02/national/japanese-government-distribute-two-masks-per-household-abe/#.XoWVPogzbIU
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/01/chinese-county-coronavirus-lockdown-second-wave-159615
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-01/china-concealed-extent-of-virus-outbreak-u-s-intelligence-says?utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business
https://www.complex.com/life/2020/04/90-year-old-dies-coronavirus-told-doctors-to-save-ventilator-for-young-patients?utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=complexmag&utm_source=twitter.com
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2020/04/inside-trumps-decision-to-back-off-of-his-easter-coronavirus-miracle
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/coronavirus-protective-gear-stockpile-depleted/2020/04/01/44d6592a-741f-11ea-ae50-7148009252e3_story.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-31/facebook-twitter-pull-misleading-posts-from-brazil-s-bolsonaro
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (WHO, Director-general): 

"As we enter the fourth month since the start of the Covid-19 

pandemic I’m deeply concerned about the rapid escalation and global 

spread of infection"; "Over the past five weeks, we have witnessed a 

near exponential growth in the number of new cases, reaching almost 

every country"; "The number of deaths has more than doubled in the 

past week. In the next few days we will reach one million confirmed 

cases and 50,000 deaths." 

 

Dr Antony Fauci (USA, Director of NIAID): 

"The idea of getting a much more broad, community-wide use of 

masks, outside of the health care setting, is under very active 

discussion at the task force. The CDC group is looking at that very 

carefully." 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: anti-EU sentiment 

 It is not true that Italians are taking down EU flags en masse. Posts 

from a few individuals were used to offer a manipulated version of 

reality (raskrinkavanje).  

 

Fact checked: anti-Muslim sentiment 

 A video of a group of boys licking utensils is going viral with the 

claim that it shows Muslims trying to spread coronavirus. That is 

not true - it is an old video (thequint, boomlive). 

 

Fact checked: prevention 

 There is no evidence that drinking hot water, gargling with salt 

water and not eating ice cream will prevent coronavirus infections 

(efe). 

 There is no evidence that assuming high doses of vitamin C cures 

COVID-19 (open). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 It is not true that the 2020 novel coronavirus pandemic fits a 

pattern of viral outbreaks that occur every 100 years. The 

infographic that purports to support that claim ignores other 

epidemics that do not fit the assumed pattern (boomlive). 

 The conspiracy theory according to which Italian state media 

exposed Chinese biological experiments to infect humans with 

coronavirus in 2015 is debunked. The coronavirus discussed in 

2015 has nothing to do with SARS-CoV-2 (maldita). 

 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/ne-italijani-ne-skidaju-masovno-eu-zastave-niti-je-pomoc-eu-za-italiju-izostala
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/video-of-muslims-licking-plates-to-spread-covid-19-its-a-tradition-fact-check
https://www.boomlive.in/fake-news/false-video-shows-muslims-licking-utensils-to-spread-coronavirus-7477
https://www.efe.com/efe/espana/efeverifica/unicef-no-recomienda-beber-agua-caliente-ni-dejar-de-comer-helados/50001435-4210651
https://www.open.online/2020/04/01/perche-megadosi-di-vitamina-c-non-hanno-efficacia-contro-il-coronavirus/
https://www.boomlive.in/world/coronavirus/false-the-covid-19-fits-pattern-of-viral-outbreak-every-100-years-7261
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/04/01/coronavirus-laboratorio-china-2015-murcielago/?utm_content=buffer02aa8&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

