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COVID-19 media surveillance

15 October 2020; 20:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with more than 80 thousand articles per day on Wednesday
(in 70 languages, as detected by MEDISY'S).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

Headlines

i

i = U.S. cases climb toward a third peak

: = Brazil reports almost 152,000 deaths with more than 5,1 million cases

i = Spain’s new coronavirus alert system shows four regions at ‘extreme risk’
¢ level: Aragon, Castilla y Ledn, Madrid and La Rioja

France issues curfew, bans weddings amid 'spectacular' rise in cases with
more than 30,000 daily cases

Italy’s cases surge to new daily record above 7,000

Belgium: only two regions across the EU remain green zones for Belgian
travellers from Friday

Germany sees record daily increase in new cases with 6,648 cases
Austria: The state of Salzburg is taking further measures - a quarantine
came into force in the town of Kuchl

Luxembourg: Ministry of Health records 214 new cases from 5,938 tests
Sweden reported 1,075 new cases, but the country’s top epidemiologist

¢ said a recent rise in new infections was not the sign of a second wave

: = UK: London will move from a Tier 1 "medium" to the Tier 2 "high" alert
i level of coronavirus restrictions from Saturday morning

Russia has granted regulatory approval to a second vaccine called
EpiVacCorona which hasn’t entered phase III trials yet

Israel’s Health Ministry confirmed 2,004 new cases, the first day since the
¢ lockdown was imposed that daily cases were close to 2,000

i = India: Amid the country's cases crossing 7.3 million, movie theaters along
¢ with additional activities started in several parts of the country as part of
allowing the fifth round of easing the restrictions called Unlock-5.

New Zealand reported two new imported cases in managed isolation

¢ facilities without community transmission

i = South Korea’s daily count of new cases returned to a three-digit figure as

i health authorities warn against social gatherings
China carried out 4.2 million tests in Qingdao since 12 cases were detected :
last weekend i
Japan: Tokyo records 284 cases — highest number since August 20™
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Poland, Germany, the UK,
Russia, India and China (source: EMM/MEDISYS)
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The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

Twitter

= "As Virus Spread, Reports of Trump Administration’s Private Briefings
Fueled Sell-Off. A hedge fund consultant’s summary of private :
presentations by White House economic advisers fanned investor worries." :
(nytimes) :
= "Japan supercomputer shows humidity affects aerosol spread of
coronavirus" (reuters)

Lockdown-related hashtags such as #Lockdown2 or #CouvreFeu trended on
i Twitter.

European Commission President von der Leyen went into self-isolation after
a member of her office tested positive (twitter).

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, CNN,
i Breitbart and BBC.

Infobae, El Pais, RT (Spanish Version) and EI Mundo, and Le Monde and Le
i Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, i



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/15/us/coronavirus-cases-us-surge.html
https://g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/noticia/2020/10/15/casos-e-mortes-por-coronavirus-no-brasil-em-15-de-outubro-segundo-consorcio-de-veiculos-de-imprensa.ghtml
https://english.elpais.com/spanish_news/2020-10-15/spains-new-coronavirus-alert-system-shows-four-regions-at-extreme-risk-level.html
https://english.elpais.com/spanish_news/2020-10-15/spains-new-coronavirus-alert-system-shows-four-regions-at-extreme-risk-level.html
https://www.euronews.com/2020/10/14/france-will-reimpose-a-coronavirus-related-state-of-health-emergency-from-october-17
https://www.20minutes.fr/sante/2886311-20201015-coronavirus-nombre-nouveaux-cas-24h-depasse-premiere-fois-30000
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-italy/italy-coronavirus-cases-surge-to-new-daily-record-above-7000-idUKKBN26Z2A9
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/135844/only-2-eu-areas-remain-restriction-free-for-belgian-travellers-from-friday-istria-croatia-la-palma-canary-islands-spain-berlin-bremen-germany-italy-switzerland-stockholm-sweden-uk/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/135844/only-2-eu-areas-remain-restriction-free-for-belgian-travellers-from-friday-istria-croatia-la-palma-canary-islands-spain-berlin-bremen-germany-italy-switzerland-stockholm-sweden-uk/
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-germany-sees-record-daily-increase-in-new-cases/a-55281550
https://orf.at/stories/3185314/
https://orf.at/stories/3185314/
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1596264.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-sweden-idUSL8N2H65C8
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-sweden-idUSL8N2H65C8
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/15/europe/europe-coronavirus-paris-curfew-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/15/europe/europe-coronavirus-paris-curfew-intl/index.html
https://www.neweurope.eu/article/russia-registers-second-coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.neweurope.eu/article/russia-registers-second-coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1910234/israel-reaches-goal-of-2000-daily-cases-some-restrictions-to-be-eased.html
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/headlines-breaking-stories/1910234/israel-reaches-goal-of-2000-daily-cases-some-restrictions-to-be-eased.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/indias-covid-19-infections-surpass-73m-mark/2006923
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/indias-covid-19-infections-surpass-73m-mark/2006923
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/indias-covid-19-infections-surpass-73m-mark/2006923
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/428398/covid-19-two-new-imported-cases-today-in-new-zealand
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/428398/covid-19-two-new-imported-cases-today-in-new-zealand
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20201015000256
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20201015000256
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-travel-international-news-business-sports-803fbee8cbb72e01d71af4e2ea7f5583
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-travel-international-news-business-sports-803fbee8cbb72e01d71af4e2ea7f5583
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13823393
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/us/politics/stock-market-coronavirus-trump.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-japan-supercomputer/japan-supercomputer-shows-humidity-affects-aerosol-spread-of-coronavirus-idINL4N2H51NN
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1316745965206999043
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@s Fact Check

Fact checkers debunk a video claiming that the WHO has “reversed” its
advice on lockdowns (verafiles).

Fact checkers debunk a claim that a positive coronavirus test followed by a
negative antibody test is proofing that the virus is a lie (reuters). :
A false statement that the UK government is combining data on COVID-19
and the flu was also debunked (reuters). i
Fact checkers debunk Donald Trump’s false claim that COVID-19 is less
deadly than the flu (politifact)

Italian fact checkers debunk a story that three young girls died in Germany
after wearing a facemask (poynter).

A claim that Trump has taken the Russian COVID-19 vaccine is debunked
by fact checkers (newschecker).

Another claim related to the US President on the Simpsons having

predicted his death and infection by COVID is also debunked (poynter).

Fact checkers debunk a social media posts that Uganda has had relatively
low numbers of COVID-19 cases and deaths due to the use of
hydroxychloroquine. Instead, it is due to the implemented restrictions, such
as the strict lockdown and mandatory masks (factcheck).

Spanish fact checkers debunk a claim reported also in the main section

above that a poorly done PCR test caused a leak of cerebrospinal fluid of a
woman by breaking the protective barrier of the brain (poynter).

Fact checkers debunk social media posts about a vaccine campaign funded

by billionaire philanthropist Bill Gates, including that he has been adding a
“sterilization formula” to vaccines for the past decade (factcheck.afp).

An Instagram post on the influenza vaccine infecting patients with the
coronavirus is also debunked (factcheck.afp).

Fact checkers debunk a video claiming that the pandemic is a hoax created

by the media (poynter).
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https://verafiles.org/articles/vera-files-fact-check-video-claiming-who-reversed-its-advice
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-factcheck-tests/fact-check-positive-coronavirus-test-followed-by-negative-antibody-test-is-not-proof-the-virus-is-a-lie-idUSKBN26Y2FK
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-factcheck-data/fact-check-the-british-government-is-not-combining-data-on-covid-19-and-the-flu-it-is-publishing-the-separate-data-together-in-one-report-idUSKBN26Y2FU
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/oct/06/donald-trump/donald-trumps-false-claim-covid-19-less-deadly-flu/
https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=3-young-girls-died-in-german-after-wearing-a-face-mask
https://newschecker.in/coronavirus/trump-didnt-say-his-dna-is-usa-nor-did-he-take-russian-covid-vaccine/
https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=the-simpsons-predicted-donald-trump-died-and-was-infected-by-covid
https://www.factcheck.org/2020/10/ugandas-low-covid-19-cases-due-to-restrictions-not-hydroxychloroquine/
https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=a-poorly-done-pcr-test-has-not-pierced-a-patients-brain
https://factcheck.afp.com/who-did-not-say-bill-gates-adds-sterilisation-formula-vaccines
https://factcheck.afp.com/patients-are-not-getting-coronavirus-flu-shot
https://www.poynter.org/?ifcn_misinformation=a-video-from-germany-proves-the-pandemic-is-a-hoax-created-by-the-media

