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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with more than 140 thousand articles per day on Monday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: Trump announced ‘serious investigations’ into China’s handling of 

coronavirus and said he takes no responsibility for any spike in people 

using disinfectants improperly 

 Spain: Daily coronavirus deaths rise to 331 as recoveries exceed 100,000; 

Government considering setting timetables for walks as part of 

confinement deescalation 

 Italy: 1,739 new cases bringing the total to 199,414; Moscow's motives 

questioned over coronavirus aid shipment to Italy 

 France: death toll passes 23,000 but hospitalisations continue to fall 

 Germany reports 1,144 new coronavirus cases and 163 more deaths; 

German economy expected to contract by 6.6% in 2020  

 UK: Some children with no underlying health conditions have died from a 

rare inflammatory syndrome potentially linked to COVID-19 

 Belgium: COVID-19 hospital entries at lowest since lockdown start 

 Luxembourg: only six new cases reported 

 Russia reports record daily rises in cases and deaths, with 6,411 new cases 

bringing its nationwide tally to 93,558 

 Iran: Over 700 dead after drinking methanol to cure coronavirus 

 India: Despite the pandemic, India sees a drop in mortality under 

lockdown; 1,543 new cases and 62 deaths in 24 hours 

 Brazil edges toward being next big coronavirus hot spot 

 Argentina banned passenger flights until 1 September while lockdown is 

due to expire on 10 May 

 Singapore: 528 new Covid-19 cases were reported with migrant workers 

most-affected 

 Indonesia: 2,212 deaths from people with coronavirus symptoms have 

been reported in addition to 693 deaths who tested positive 

 South Korea reported fewer than 15 cases for the tenth day in a row; 

tracking wristband launched to deter quarantine breakers; foreign add is 

increased including 400 million USD for health projects in developing 

countries 

 Japan: Tokyo area reports 39 new cases on Monday for lowest daily tally 

in nearly a month; Olympic Games could be scrapped if not held by next 

year 

 China's Shaanxi province reports 20 new imported coronavirus cases on 

Air China flight from Moscow 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing large 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

Egypt, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "In race for a coronavirus vaccine, an Oxford group leaps ahead" 

(nytimes) 

 

 "ReOpen NC leader says she tested positive for COVID-19" (cbs17) 

 

 "President’s intelligence briefing book repeatedly cited virus threat" 

(washingtonpost) 

 

 "260,000 Words, Full of Self-Praise, From Trump on the Virus" (nytimes) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, Youtube, the Guardian, the New York Post and Politico. 

 

Infobae, El País, La Vanguardia and RT (Spanish version) and Le Monde 

and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and French 

sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/28/trump-says-china-could-have-stopped-covid-19-and-suggests-us-will-seek-damages
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/28/trump-says-china-could-have-stopped-covid-19-and-suggests-us-will-seek-damages
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/27/politics/donald-trump-disinfectants-coronavirus/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/27/politics/donald-trump-disinfectants-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-spain/spain-eyes-looser-lockdown-after-kids-return-to-the-streets-idUSKCN2290Z4
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-28/spain-considering-setting-timetables-for-walks-as-part-of-confinement-deescalation.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-04-28/spain-considering-setting-timetables-for-walks-as-part-of-confinement-deescalation.html
http://www.protezionecivile.gov.it/media-comunicazione/comunicati-stampa/dettaglio/-/asset_publisher/default/content/coronavirus-la-situazione-dei-contagi-in-ital-9
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/27/moscow-motives-questioned-over-coronavirus-aid-shipment-to-italy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/27/moscow-motives-questioned-over-coronavirus-aid-shipment-to-italy
https://www.france24.com/en/20200427-covid-19-french-death-toll-tops-23-000-%E2%80%93-but-hospitalisations-continue-to-fall
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-cases/germany-reports-1144-new-coronavirus-cases-163-more-deaths-idUSKCN22A0EQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-gdp/german-economy-to-contract-by-6-6-in-2020-ifo-idUSKCN22A0UZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-children/uk-says-some-children-have-died-from-syndrome-linked-to-covid-19-idUSKCN22A0XW?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-belgium/belgian-covid-19-hospital-entries-at-lowest-since-lockdown-start-idUSKCN2291GC
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/518-aktive-infizierte-am-montag-in-luxemburg-141-im-krankenhaus-in-behandlung/
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/28/world/europe/28reuters-health-coronavirus-russia-cases.html?searchResultPosition=6
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/iran-700-dead-drinking-alcohol-cure-coronavirus-200427163529629.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/27/845352185/despite-the-pandemic-india-sees-a-drop-in-mortality-under-lockdown
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/27/845352185/despite-the-pandemic-india-sees-a-drop-in-mortality-under-lockdown
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/trends/coronavirus-update-india-reports-1543-new-cases-62-deaths-in-24-hours/story/402225.html
https://apnews.com/2ebc74ac301d5cf866e562850dd448c5
https://simpleflying.com/argentina-september-flight-ban/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/528-new-covid-19-cases-take-singapore-tally-to-14951
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-casualti/exclusive-more-than-2200-indonesians-have-died-with-coronavirus-symptoms-data-shows-idUSKCN22A04N
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-casualti/exclusive-more-than-2200-indonesians-have-died-with-coronavirus-symptoms-data-shows-idUSKCN22A04N
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200428000228
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200427000967
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200427000859
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200427000859
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200427000859
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/27/national/tokyo-reports-39-new-cases-monday-lowest-nearly-month-report-says/#.XqfcnmgzbIU
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-olympics-mori/japan-would-scrap-games-if-not-held-next-year-tokyo-2020s-mori-idUSKCN22A0SB
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-olympics-mori/japan-would-scrap-games-if-not-held-next-year-tokyo-2020s-mori-idUSKCN22A0SB
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-shaanxi/chinas-shaanxi-province-reports-20-new-imported-coronavirus-cases-idUSKCN22A0A7
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/27/world/europe/coronavirus-vaccine-update-oxford.html
https://www.cbs17.com/community/health/coronavirus/reopen-nc-leader-says-she-tested-positive-for-covid-19/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/presidents-intelligence-briefing-book-repeatedly-cited-virus-threat/2020/04/27/ca66949a-8885-11ea-ac8a-fe9b8088e101_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/26/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-briefings-analyzed.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Donald Trump (USA, President): 

"I never even thought of changing the date of the election. Why 

would I do that? November 3, it's a good number".  

 

Christian Drosten (Germany, Virologist at Charité Hospital): 

"Now, what I call the 'prevention paradox' has set in"; "People are 

claiming we overreacted, there is political and economic pressure to 

return to normal".  

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 

Fact checked: spread of the virus 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that copper “destroys” the novel 

coronavirus (factcheck.kz). 

 

Fact checked: anti-Muslim narratives 

 Fact checkers debunk a video claiming to show a Muslim man 

dropping banknotes at a gas station in India in an attempt to spread 

coronavirus (altnews). 

 

Fact checked: anti-vax narratives 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Dr Elisa Granato, one of the 

UK's first COVID-19 vaccine trial participants, has died shortly 

after being injected with the vaccine (fullfact, open). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk a video in Arabic claiming that the 

coronavirus pandemic was caused by 5G technology (fatabyyano). 

 Fact checkers debunk general claims that SARS-CoV-2 was 

created at the Wuhan Institute of Virology (tempo); they also 

debunk claims that Nobel laureate Tasuku Honjo said that SARS-

CoV-2 was created at the WIV (newtral, thequint). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the coronavirus pandemic is part 

of China’s economic strategy (animalpolitico). 

 

https://factcheck.kz/claim-checking/verdict/mozhet-li-mednoe-izdelie-unichtozhit-koronavirus/
https://www.altnews.in/disabled-muslim-man-hounded-for-accidentally-dropping-currency-accused-of-spreading-coronavirus/
https://fullfact.org/online/elisa-granato-fake/
https://www.open.online/2020/04/26/coronavirus-e-morta-elena-granato-la-prima-volontaria-per-il-vaccino-no-la-bufala-diffusa-dal-sito-macedone/
https://fatabyyano.net/%d9%88%d8%a8%d8%a7%d8%a1-%d9%83%d9%88%d8%b1%d9%88%d9%86%d8%a7-%d8%b3%d8%a8%d8%a8%d9%87-%d8%b4%d8%a8%d9%83%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ac%d9%8a%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ae%d8%a7%d9%85%d8%b3-5g-%d9%88/
https://cekfakta.tempo.co/fakta/751/fakta-atau-hoaks-benarkah-peneliti-cina-ini-sebut-virus-corona-hanya-satu-dari-1-500-virus-yang-tersimpan-di-lab-wuhan
https://www.newtral.es/tasuku-honjo-nobel-japones-bulo-coronavirus/20200427/
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/nobel-laureate-tasuku-honjo-did-not-say-coronavirus-manufactured-in-china-fact-check?fbclid=IwAR1e4WqKL1t2TrpnvTPIVzdoyY3aqVrhTdZ752gsG7C5RUXiSiaQuW-Nk0Y
https://www.animalpolitico.com/elsabueso/covid-19-estrategia-comercial-china/

