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COVID-19 media surveillance

8 April 2021; 22:30 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor

news topic, with over 75 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as

detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

= US: 171 million vaccine doses administered; first cases of P.1 and B.1351

variants detected in Los Angeles

Canada has triple the number of cases of the P.1 variant than the U.S.
Brazil: President Bolsonaro rejected calls for new lockdown despite surge
¢ with 4,000 daily deaths on Tuesday

i = Spain: in Catalonia, Madrid, La Rioja and Melilla, Covid-19 patients

¢ occupy more than 35% of all ICU beds

France: 90 percent of adults will need to be vaccinated to reach herd

¢ immunity according to Pasteur Institute study

i = lreland: 10 cases of Covid-19 have been confirmed among the 419 people
¢ in mandatory hotel quarantine

Germany intends to purchase Sputnik V vaccine
Italy: anti-lockdown protests in Rome clashed with police on Tuesday

Turkey reported highest daily COVID-19 cases since pandemic began
Israel: Serious COVID-19 cases fall below 300 for first time since early
December, only 0.5% of tests come back positive

Iran sets COVID-19 infection record for third consecutive day

: = India reported more than 100,000 new daily cases for third time this week
i = African Union drops plans to buy additional AstraZeneca vaccine from

¢ India's Serum Institute

Chile authorizes CanSino vaccine for emergency use

Peru: 40% of COVID-19 cases in Lima are the P.1 variant

New Zealand suspends travel from India after jump in Covid-19 cases
South Korea shows signs of fourth wave of infections

China reported a cluster of cases in the city of Ruili near Myanmar border
Japan denies considering vaccine priority for Olympic athletes despite
spike of new infections
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

y Twitter
The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

= "Brazil has become South America’s superspreader event"
i (washingtonpost)

"Science Brief: SARS-CoV-2 and Surface (Fomite) Transmission for
Indoor Community Environments" (cdc, elpais)

= "Coronavirus vaccine - weekly summary of Yellow Card reporting,
i Updated 8 April 2021" (gov-uk)
The most mentioned English sources were Reuters, the New York Times, AP

i news and CNN.

El Diario, Infobae, Latinus and El Pais, and Francetvinfo and 20minutes
i were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively.



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://time.com/5953007/covid-19-mass-vaccination/
https://deadline.com/2021/04/first-cases-more-contagious-brazil-south-african-variants-los-angeles-1234729751/
https://deadline.com/2021/04/first-cases-more-contagious-brazil-south-african-variants-los-angeles-1234729751/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/what-we-know-about-p-1-the-covid-variant-devastating-brazil-and-spreading-in-canada
https://www.france24.com/en/americas/20210408-brazil-s-bolsonaro-ignores-call-for-new-lockdown-despite-rise-in-covid-19-cases
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-08/covid-19-occupancy-rate-in-spains-icus-now-exceeds-20.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-08/covid-19-occupancy-rate-in-spains-icus-now-exceeds-20.html
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210408-covid-19-why-france-needs-to-vaccinate-90-percent-of-adults-to-return-to-normal-life
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210408-covid-19-why-france-needs-to-vaccinate-90-percent-of-adults-to-return-to-normal-life
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56665121
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56665121
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/inland/deutschland-will-russischen-corona-impfstoff-sputnik-v-kaufen-17282978.html
https://apnews.com/article/europe-rome-italy-coronavirus-pandemic-097446c7734ee7e5a9af960b6e7e30e0
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/8/turkeys-daily-covid-19-cases-hit-almost-55000
https://www.timesofisrael.com/serious-covid-cases-fall-below-300-for-first-time-since-early-december/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/serious-covid-cases-fall-below-300-for-first-time-since-early-december/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/middle-east/iran-sets-coronavirus-infection-record-for-3rd-straight-day/articleshow/81969511.cms
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/08/india-covid-19-cases-rise-vaccination-accelerates.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-africa/african-union-drops-plans-to-buy-covid-vaccines-from-indias-ssi-pivots-to-jj-idUSKBN2BV14Y
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-chile-vaccines/chilean-health-regulator-approves-cansino-covid-19-vaccine-for-emergency-use-idUSL1N2M02WC
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/peru-40-of-covid-19-cases-in-lima-are-the-p-1-brazil-variant-36819/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/08/new-zealand-suspends-travel-from-india-after-jump-in-covid-19-cases
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/04/119_306847.html
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-04-07/the-latest-india-sees-another-record-day-of-new-virus-cases
https://japantoday.com/category/tokyo-2020-olympics/Japan-denies-considering-vaccine-priority-for-Olympic-athletes
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/04/05/brazil-variant-coronavirus-south-america/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/science-and-research/surface-transmission.html
https://elpais.com/ciencia/2021-04-06/ee-uu-senala-que-el-riesgo-de-contagio-al-tocar-superficies-contaminadas-de-covid-es-de-1-entre-10000.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-adverse-reactions/coronavirus-vaccine-summary-of-yellow-card-reporting

% Misinformation

531 articles from unverified sources were selected forming 9 supernarratives
over the last week:

200

150

Number of articles
B
o
o

0

I -
[=]

1ons

ISm

Anti-vax narratives
Criticism of
restrict
Geopolitics

Criticismof EUand

national actors
Claims of
authoritarian

Conspiracy theories

Downplaying COVI

Health-related
narratives
Fearmongering

The following treemap shows the narratives and subnarratives associated with
anti-vax articles. The colours represent the narratives, while the text indicates
each subnarrative. The bigger the size of the box, the higher the number of
articles tagged as that narrative and subnarrative.

B Anti-vax narratives
¥ Anti-vax conspiracy theories
B Anti-mandatory vaccination narratives

@\ Fact Check

= US fact checkers address claims that according to CDC data, there have
been nearly twice as many vaccine-related deaths in 2021 (1,755) than in
the past decade (994), reporting that while the CDC maintains a Vaccine
Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS), anyone can report possible
side effects to a vaccine to VAERS - these reports are not verified
(politifact).

= Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 vaccines caused a 366-per-
cent increase in miscarriages, reporting that while the claims are based on
UK data, UK officials say the figures have been taken out of context
(politifact).

= Fact checkers debunk a video shared over 5,000 times on social media in
which an Austrian journalist claims that vaccines are more dangerous than
COVID-19 itself (afp).
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https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/apr/06/gateway-pundit/no-reports-cdcs-vaccine-early-warning-system-are-n/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/apr/02/blog-posting/covid-19-vaccines-did-not-cause-366-increase-misca/
https://factuel.afp.com/non-la-vaccination-nest-pas-plus-dangereuse-que-le-covid-19

