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COVID-19 media surveillance

7 January 2021; 23:00 weekly brief

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor
news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as
detected by EMM/MEDISYS).
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Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

Headlines

i = WHO’s Europe director Kluge warned that spread of new variant is cause
: foralarm

i = UK extends entry ban to travelers from 11 African countries for SARS-

i CoV-2 variant

i = South African scientists warn that SARS-CoV-2 variant might affect

¢ vaccine efficacy

US exceeded 21 million cases with record hospitalizations as states ramp
up vaccinations

= Mexico’s President Lopez Obrador said that Mexico is willing to vaccinate

its undocumented citizens in the US

India has started its vaccination drive following emergency authorization
of Serum Institute of India’s Covishield and Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin
vaccines

Brazil reported that the Sinovac vaccine is 78% effective in Brazilian late-
stage trials

Spain reported 23,700 in a single day as hospital pressure is rising

France reported 22 cases of new Covid-19 variants with two high-risk
clusters in the Brittany and Paris regions; border with UK to remain shut
for the foreseeable future

Germany: Chancellor Merkel ‘open’ to producing Russian Sputnik V/
vaccine in the EU as Germany exceeds 1,000 deaths for the second day in
arow

Belgium: only 37% of Belgium’s returning travellers have had Covid-19
test

Luxembourg reported 281 new cases and 3 deaths on Wednesday

the end of March, the first country to vaccinate all of its citizens

The United Arab Emirates started phase 111 trials of Sputnik V vaccine as
i cases rise

¢ = New Zealand: four new cases in managed isolation, two more linked to
i UK strain

i = South Korea's daily new cases stayed below 1,000 for the third

¢ consecutive day on Thursday amid signs of a slowdown

Chinese city of Hebei bans 11 million people from leaving in bid to
contain Covid-19

Japan: state of emergency in Tokyo, Kanagawa, Saitama and Chiba
prefectures will start on Friday

Israel: Prime Minister Netanyahu announced that Israel would become, by
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Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing
clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS)

Twitter

.

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items:

= "China blocks WHO team from entering country to study coronavirus

i origin” (sky)

= "The Lab-Leak Hypothesis. For decades, scientists have been hot-wiring

i viruses in hopes of preventing a pandemic, not causing one. But what
if...?" (nymag)

= "Single vaccine dose leads to 'greater risk' from new coronavirus

: variants, South African experts warn. The variant is thought to be

responsible for 90% of infections in South Africa, and has already been
found in the UK." (sky)

= "I've seen five people die in 90 minutes - coronavirus isn't being
i exaggerated™ (mirror)

= "New year brought achievement with made-in-India vaccines: PM Modi"
: (indianexpress) :

The most mentioned English sources were CNN, the New York Times,
i Reuters and AP News.

El Diario, Clarin and El Pais, and Le Monde and Le Parisien were among the
i most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. i



https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/07/europe-tipping-point-covid-running-rampant-who-new-variant
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/07/europe-tipping-point-covid-running-rampant-who-new-variant
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-uk-travel/uk-extends-england-entry-ban-to-travelers-from-11-african-countries-for-covid-variant-idUSKBN29C2W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-uk-travel/uk-extends-england-entry-ban-to-travelers-from-11-african-countries-for-covid-variant-idUSKBN29C2W4
https://www.ft.com/content/c2aa5ea4-66b9-4f64-9e74-7c89c12f9461
https://www.ft.com/content/c2aa5ea4-66b9-4f64-9e74-7c89c12f9461
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-usa/update-3-us-tops-21-million-covid-19-cases-with-record-hospitalizations-as-states-ramp-up-vaccinations-idUSL1N2JH1IG
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mexico-immigration-vaccines/mexican-president-offers-to-vaccinate-unlawful-migrants-in-u-s-idUSKBN29B2IN
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mexico-immigration-vaccines/mexican-president-offers-to-vaccinate-unlawful-migrants-in-u-s-idUSKBN29B2IN
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/covid-19-vaccine-roll-out-in-india-transportation-of-vaccine-to-begin-by-today-or-tomorrow-check-details/2166148/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/covid-19-vaccine-roll-out-in-india-transportation-of-vaccine-to-begin-by-today-or-tomorrow-check-details/2166148/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/health/covid-19-vaccine-roll-out-in-india-transportation-of-vaccine-to-begin-by-today-or-tomorrow-check-details/2166148/
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brazil-sinovac/update-3-sinovac-vaccine-shows-78-efficacy-in-brazilian-trial-details-sparse-idUSL1N2JI1AT
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-brazil-sinovac/update-3-sinovac-vaccine-shows-78-efficacy-in-brazilian-trial-details-sparse-idUSL1N2JI1AT
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-01-06/new-coronavirus-cases-up-by-23700-in-a-single-day-in-spain-with-pressure-on-hospitals-on-the-rise.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-france-variants/france-reports-22-cases-of-new-covid-19-variants-ministry-says-idUSFWN2JI0KY
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-france-variants/france-reports-22-cases-of-new-covid-19-variants-ministry-says-idUSFWN2JI0KY
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210107-covid-19-french-pm-announces-closure-of-border-with-uk-vows-speedy-approval-of-more-vaccines
https://www.politico.eu/article/angela-merkel-vadimit-putin-russian-vaccine/
https://www.politico.eu/article/angela-merkel-vadimit-putin-russian-vaccine/
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/01/07/germany-exceeds-1000-deaths-for-the-second-day-in-a-row/
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2021/01/07/germany-exceeds-1000-deaths-for-the-second-day-in-a-row/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/148438/only-37-of-belgiums-returning-travellers-have-had-covid-19-test-plf-wouter-beke-red-zone-pcr-flanders-quarantine/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/148438/only-37-of-belgiums-returning-travellers-have-had-covid-19-test-plf-wouter-beke-red-zone-pcr-flanders-quarantine/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/non-classe/luxemburg-meldet-am-mittwoch-281-positive-befunde-bei-12-244-tests-und-3-weitere-tote/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/congress-debates-election-result-challenges-after-pro-trump-mob-invades-capitol/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/congress-debates-election-result-challenges-after-pro-trump-mob-invades-capitol/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-emirates/uae-starts-trials-of-russias-sputnik-v-coronavirus-vaccine-as-cases-rise-idUKKBN29C0SJ
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-emirates/uae-starts-trials-of-russias-sputnik-v-coronavirus-vaccine-as-cases-rise-idUKKBN29C0SJ
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/434159/covid-19-four-new-cases-in-managed-isolation-two-more-linked-to-uk-strain
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/434159/covid-19-four-new-cases-in-managed-isolation-two-more-linked-to-uk-strain
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210107000167
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20210107000167
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cases/china-reports-biggest-rise-in-daily-covid-cases-in-five-months-idUSKBN29C019
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cases/china-reports-biggest-rise-in-daily-covid-cases-in-five-months-idUSKBN29C019
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/01/07/national/japan-coronavirus-emergency/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/01/07/national/japan-coronavirus-emergency/
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-china-blocks-who-team-from-entering-country-to-study-coronavirus-origin-12180308/
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/coronavirus-lab-escape-theory.html
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-single-vaccine-dose-leads-to-greater-risk-from-new-coronavirus-variants-south-african-experts-warn-12180837
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/david-oliver-walk-mile-shoes-23273264
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/narendra-modi-national-metrology-conclave-coronavirus-vaccine-7131979/
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@x Fact Check

Fact checkers debunk claims that the CEO of Pfizer refused to be
vaccinated, reporting that he stated that he is not getting vaccinated yet
because he is not part of any priority groups (20minutes).

Fact checkers debunk claims that the US nurse who was filmed fainting
after getting the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine died, reporting that she has
been filmed alive and well since the incident (aap). They also debunk
claims that another US nurse developed Bell’s Palsy after receiving the
vaccine (politifact).

Fact checkers debunk claims that US Vice President Mike Pence faked
receiving a COVID-19 vaccine using a syringe that had the needle
covered by a cap, reporting that an image of Pence being vaccinated
shows that the needle was exposed (afp).

Fact checkers debunk claims that the COVID-19 vaccine will cause
fertility problems (fullfact).
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https://www.20minutes.fr/sante/2941327-20201229-coronavirus-pdg-pfizer-refuse-faire-vacciner-faux
https://www.aap.com.au/nurse-who-fainted-after-covid-19-vaccine-shot-is-not-dead/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/dec/30/youtube-videos/nashville-nurse-did-not-develop-bells-palsy-after-/
https://factcheck.afp.com/needle-not-capped-when-pence-received-covid-19-vaccine
https://fullfact.org/online/placenta-protein-vaccine/

