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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as 

detected by EMM/MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 US: President Biden signed 1.9 trillion USD COVID-19 relief bill; 2020 

deadliest year in the US in more than a century, early CDC data indicate 

 EU has exported 34 million doses including 9 million to UK; 'no 
indication' AstraZeneca vaccine linked to blood clots according to EMA; 

one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine approved by EMA 

 Brazil: experts issue warning as hospitals 'close to collapse' 
 Spain’s regions agree to restrict travel over Easter week, but Madrid 

rejects measure 

 Portugal to keep land border with Spain shut, travel restrictions stay in 
place 

 France eases travel restrictions for UK and six other countries; Paris 

hospitals near capacity as severe Covid-19 cases surge;  
 Ireland: three stillbirths confirmed to have been caused by Covid-19 

 Germany is experiencing its third wave according to Robert-Koch-

Institute 
 Denmark, Norway and Iceland suspend AstraZeneca COVID shots after 

blood clot reports 

 Belgium continues to use AstraZeneca vaccine 
 Italy: further restrictions expected as infection rate rises again 

 Poland adds two provinces to stricter lockdown regime 

 Luxembourg: preliminary investigation into unjustified cases of VIP 
vaccinations likely to be opened 

 Slovakia health minister resigns over Russian vaccine controversy 

 Israel: Pfizer-BioNTech Covid vaccine blocks most spread in Israeli study 
 India: 86% of India's new Covid-19 cases from 6 states - Maharashtra, 

Kerala, Punjab, Karnataka, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu   

 New Zealand reported no new community cases and 6 imported cases in 
managed isolation 

 China has launched a digital health certificate program for vaccinated 

travelers  
 Japan: Infections of virus variants quadruple within a month  

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 
 

 "Austria suspends AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine batch after death" 

(reuters) 
 "UK COVID-19 variant has significantly higher death rate, study finds" 

(reuters) 

 "In 2018, diplomats warned of risky coronavirus experiments in a Wuhan 
lab. No one listened. After seeing a risky lab, they wrote a cable warning 

to Washington. But it was ignored." (politico) 

 "Hospital waiting lists in England hit new high after January's coronavirus 
peak" (skynews) 

 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, AP news, 

Reuters and CNN. 

 
El Confidencial, Clarin and Latinus, and Francetvinfo and 20minutes were 

among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2021-03-11/biden-signs-covid-relief-bill
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/10/cdc-finds-covid-19-drove-15-percent-spike-in-death-rate-475219
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/10/britain-has-no-ban-on-covid-vaccine-exports-eu-concedes
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56357760
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56357760
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-vaccine-eu-regulators-approve-johnson-johnson-shot/a-56834858
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-56342303
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-11/spains-regions-agree-to-restrict-travel-over-easter-week-but-madrid-rejects-measure.html
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-03-11/spains-regions-agree-to-restrict-travel-over-easter-week-but-madrid-rejects-measure.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-keep-land-border-with-spain-shut-travel-restrictions-stay-in-place-idUSP4N2EV002
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-keep-land-border-with-spain-shut-travel-restrictions-stay-in-place-idUSP4N2EV002
https://www.france24.com/en/france/20210311-covid-19-france-eases-restrictions-on-some-international-travellers
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210310-paris-hospitals-near-capacity-as-severe-covid-19-cases-surge
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20210310-paris-hospitals-near-capacity-as-severe-covid-19-cases-surge
https://www.rte.ie/news/coronavirus/2021/0311/1203467-covid-19-figures/
https://www.dw.com/en/coronavirus-digest-germanys-third-wave-has-begun/a-56833513
https://m.tagesspiegel.de/politik/rki-chef-mahnt-zur-vorsicht-jetzt-hoehere-inzidenzen-bei-juengeren-als-vor-zweiter-welle/26995000.html
https://m.tagesspiegel.de/politik/rki-chef-mahnt-zur-vorsicht-jetzt-hoehere-inzidenzen-bei-juengeren-als-vor-zweiter-welle/26995000.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-denmark/denmark-norway-and-iceland-suspend-astrazeneca-covid-shots-after-blood-clot-reports-idUSKBN2B319K
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-denmark/denmark-norway-and-iceland-suspend-astrazeneca-covid-shots-after-blood-clot-reports-idUSKBN2B319K
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/159522/benefits-outweigh-the-risksbelgium-astrazeneca-vaccine-frank-vandenbroucke-ema-denmark-austria-blood-clotting/
https://www.repubblica.it/cronaca/2021/03/11/news/italia_sempre_piu_scura_nord_quasi_tutto_in_rosso_gialle_potrebbero_rimanere_solo_in_tre-291832166/?ref=RHTP-BH-I288512892-P1-S1-T1
https://www.thefirstnews.com/article/poland-adds-two-provinces-to-stricter-lockdown-regime-20449
https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/more-upheaval-about-vip-vaccinations-60476831de135b92369ba273
https://www.luxtimes.lu/en/luxembourg/more-upheaval-about-vip-vaccinations-60476831de135b92369ba273
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/11/slovakia-health-minister-resigns-over-russian-vaccine-controversy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/11/israeli-real-world-data-on-pfizer-vaccine-shows-high-covid-protection
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/86-of-india-s-new-covid-19-cases-coming-from-six-states-says-health-ministry-101615448134143.html
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/covid-19-coronavirus-no-new-community-cases-6-new-cases-in-miq-ahead-of-cabinet-meeting-to-decide-alert-level-for-auckland/UN6PEDGWP7AUVVDK33KN3WYTRY/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/politics/covid-19-coronavirus-no-new-community-cases-6-new-cases-in-miq-ahead-of-cabinet-meeting-to-decide-alert-level-for-auckland/UN6PEDGWP7AUVVDK33KN3WYTRY/
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210310-china-introduces-virus-passports-as-russia-signs-deal-to-produce-covid-vaccine-in-eu
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210310-china-introduces-virus-passports-as-russia-signs-deal-to-produce-covid-vaccine-in-eu
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14259362
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-austria-nurse-idUSKBN2AZ0AO
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-variant-britain/uk-covid-19-variant-has-significantly-higher-death-rate-study-finds-idUSKBN2B212Q
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/03/08/josh-rogin-chaos-under-heaven-wuhan-lab-book-excerpt-474322
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-number-of-people-waiting-a-year-for-hospital-treatment-in-england-soars-amid-coronavirus-crisis-12242590
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Misinformation 
442 articles from unverified sources were selected forming 10 supernarratives 
over the last week: 

 
 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 Fact checkers debunk a Facebook post claiming that COVID-19 vaccines 

contain aluminium, mercury, mouse brains, the xenotropic murine 

leukemia virus-related (XMRV) virus and human blood (fullfact). 

 UK fact checkers debunk claims that government data shows 460 deaths 

and 243,612 injuries from COVID-19 vaccines in the UK, reporting that 

deaths and other “injuries” may occur after someone has had a vaccine, but 

this does not mean they were caused by the vaccine (fullfact).  

 Similarly, US fact checkers address a report by the far-right news outlet 

The Epoch Times claiming that, on 6 March, 966 people died after having 

the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccines. Fact checkers note that there 

are hundreds of reports of people having died after getting a COVID-19 

vaccine, but that does not necessarily mean the vaccine was the cause 

(newsweek). 

 

https://fullfact.org/online/vaccine-grave-picture/
https://fullfact.org/online/460-vaccine-deaths-yellow-card/
https://www.newsweek.com/covid-vaccine-deaths-cause-pfizer-moderna-fact-check-966-died-1574447

