
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE 

Unit I.3 Text and Data Mining 

  

COVID-19 media surveillance  
29 April 2021; 22:30 weekly brief 

 

 
 

 

 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) remains a mayor 

news topic, with over 70 thousand articles per day (in 70 languages, as 

detected by EMM/MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 India’s total COVID-19 cases passed 18 million on Thursday while 

vaccine drive is slowing down 

 Israel: Indian COVID-19 strain spreads in Israel, also among vaccinated; 
children from five schools among Israel’s 41 cases of Indian COVID-19 

strain 

 Brazil nears 400,000 COVID-19 deaths while India has become the 
country with the second highest number of cases after the US 

 US vaccination pace slides further from peak levels as COVID-19 case 

counts decline in most states 
 EU warned about Russia’s and China’s efforts to discredit Western 

COVID-19 vaccines  

 Spain: nearly half of 60-69 age group have received at least one shot 
 Portugal detected six cases of Indian variant  

 France will start relaxing a nightly curfew and allow cafes, bars and 

restaurants to offer outside service from May 19 
 Germany gives record 1.1 million COVID-19 shots as cases ease 

 Denmark delays decision over use of Johnson & Johnson vaccine 

 Belgium: decline in COVID-19 cases in schools after Easter break 
 Italy extends COVID-19 travel ban to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka as well 

as India 

 Romania detects first case of variant found in India 
 Luxembourg: cluster of cases among students following private party  

 New Zealand reported three new cases in managed isolation 

 China's Zhejiang Province reported 11 imported confirmed COVID-19 
cases and one imported asymptomatic carrier 

 Japan: new infections in Tokyo top 1,000 for first time since 28 January; 

Tokyo Olympic Games organizers lay out updated athlete virus 
countermeasures 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 
 

 "Yogi orders crack down on hospitals flagging oxygen shortage" 

(telegraphindia) 
 "85-year-old COVID-positive RSS Swayamsevak gave up his bed and life 

so another person can live" (opindia) 

 "The document confirming that Pfizer offered the government the 
vaccines against the coronavirus in advance" (tn) 

 "Greece and Italy lower taxes while Sánchez 'massacres' taxpayers, 

Spain's fiscal policy also collides with the tax cuts in Portugal or 
Germany" (libremercado) 

 "Biden's move to share vaccine doses could be a global game changer" 

(axios) 

 

The hashtags #india and #oxygen were trending due to reports of oxygen 

shortages in Indian hospitals. 
 

The most mentioned English sources were the Telegraph India, OP India, 
India Today, the Washington Post and the New York Times. 

 

TN Argentina, Infobae, Eldiario and Eldestapeweb, and Francetvinfo and 
20minutes were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, 

respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/indias-coronavirus-infections-cross-18-million-2021-04-29/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/29/world/india-covid-cases-vaccine.html
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/dozens-of-cases-of-indian-covid-variant-found-in-israel-including-among-vaccinated-1.9758121
https://www.timesofisrael.com/children-from-5-schools-among-israels-41-cases-of-indian-covid-strain/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/children-from-5-schools-among-israels-41-cases-of-indian-covid-strain/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/brazil-nears-400000-covid-19-deaths-2021-04-28/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-29/india-brazil-us-turkey-mexico-covid-19-death-toll/100100020
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-29/india-brazil-us-turkey-mexico-covid-19-death-toll/100100020
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/29/covid-19-cases-deaths-vaccinations-daily-update.html
https://www.euronews.com/2021/04/29/biontech-tells-euronews-it-will-seek-eu-approval-to-use-its-covid-vaccine-in-children-aged
https://www.euronews.com/2021/04/29/biontech-tells-euronews-it-will-seek-eu-approval-to-use-its-covid-vaccine-in-children-aged
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-28/covid-19-vaccination-drive-in-spain-nearly-half-of-60-69-age-group-have-received-at-least-one-shot.html
https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/2021-04-27/six-cases-of-indian-variant-detected-in-portugal/59553
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-relax-nightly-curfew-may-19-scrap-it-june-30-source-2021-04-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-relax-nightly-curfew-may-19-scrap-it-june-30-source-2021-04-29/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-29/germany-administered-record-1-1-million-covid-shots-on-wednesday
https://www.thelocal.dk/20210429/denmark-delays-decision-over-use-of-johnson-johnson-vaccine/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/news/belgium-all-news/166952/covid-19-cases-in-schools-down-after-spring-break-symptoms-contact-statistics-pse/
https://www.thelocal.it/20210429/italy-extends-covid-19-travel-ban-to-bangladesh-as-well-as-india/
https://www.thelocal.it/20210429/italy-extends-covid-19-travel-ban-to-bangladesh-as-well-as-india/
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/romania-detects-first-case-coronavirus-variant-found-india-2021-04-29/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/infektionskette-wegen-privater-feier-im-lycee-vauban/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-three-new-cases-in-managed-isolation-perth-lockdown-traveller-investigation-continues/3HNCIPV73355PBRNG4XEW22MAU/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04/29/c_139915201.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-04/29/c_139915201.htm
http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14340187
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2021/04/28/olympics/summer-olympics/tokyo2020-daily-covid-testing/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/sports/2021/04/28/olympics/summer-olympics/tokyo2020-daily-covid-testing/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/coronavirus-outbreak-yogi-orders-crack-down-on-hospitals-flagging-oxygen-shortage/cid/1813775#.YId7XyDqXJM.twitter
https://www.opindia.com/2021/04/rss-swayamsevak-coronavirus-gave-up-live-narayan-dabhadkar/
https://tn.com.ar/politica/2021/04/27/el-documento-que-confirma-que-pfizer-le-ofrecio-al-gobierno-las-vacunas-contra-el-coronavirus-de-forma-anticipada/
https://www.libremercado.com/2021-04-28/portugal-italia-grecia-bajan-impuestos-mientras-espana-pedro-sanchez-sube-presion-fiscal-en-plena-pandemia-coronavirus-6749629/
https://www.axios.com/biden-share-astrazeneca-coronavirus-vaccine-doses-233bb5b2-db11-423e-9a34-0c18a4959fec.html
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Misinformation 
396 articles from unverified sources were selected forming 8 supernarratives 
over the last week: 

 
The treemap shows the narratives and subnarratives associated with anti-vax 

articles. The colours represent the narratives, while the text indicates each 

subnarrative. The bigger the size of the box, the higher the number of articles 

tagged as that narrative and subnarrative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fact Check 
 Fact checkers debunk claims that according to the US Food and Drug 

Administration, the first vaccine dose correlates with increased COVID-

19 infections, clarifying that the FDA document the claims seem to be 

based upon states that vaccine recipients might develop side effects that 

appear similar to COVID-19 symptoms, not COVID-19 infections 

(usatoday). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that you can get side effects of COVID-19 

vaccines simply by being in close proximity to someone who has had the 

vaccine, reporting that there is nothing in COVID-19 vaccines that could 

cause vaccine shedding (fullfact). 

 Fact checkers address claims that COVID-19 vaccines cause herpes, 

reporting that the study the claims are based upon “raises awareness to a 

potential causal link” between COVID-19 vaccination and herpes, but 

does not prove causality (snopes). 

 

https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/factcheck/2021/04/27/fact-check-false-claim-fda-and-pfizers-first-vaccine-dose/7188089002/
https://fullfact.org/health/covid-vaccine-shedding-side-effects-unvaccinated/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/covid-19-vaccine-herpes/

