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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 100 thousand articles per day on Monday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on Covid-19 (source: EMM/MEDISYS; missing data on 2-3 June) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: The FDA revoked the emergency use authorization for chloroquine 

and hydroxychloroquine 
 Brazil reported 891.556 cases and 44.118 deaths 

 UK: Coronavirus vaccine trial by Imperial College London begins; free 

school meals for the poorest families over the summer 
 Spain: first German tourists landed on Mallorca as part of a tourist pilot 

program; Spain considers quarantine for UK visitors unless Britain drops 

14-day policy  
 Italy: single-day fatalities lowest since early March with 26 new deaths 

 France: death to ll stays under 30 while the cases are slightly up 

 Belgium reported 55 new cases and 4 deaths  
 Luxembourg recorded 2 new confirmed cases  

 Russia's cases near 550,000 

 India: Abandoning lockdown, India's coronavirus cases may reach 
800,000 in a month according to studies  

 Iran reported 2,563 new cases on Tuesday taking the total number to 

192,439  
 Pakistan reports highest number of 111 daily deaths and 4443 new cases 

 New Zealand confirms two new cases both related to recent travel from 

the UK 
 South Korea: clusters in Seoul still active with 34 new cases including 21 

local infections 

 Japan: Tokyo reports 27 new daily cases 
 China: outbreak linked to Beijing wholesale food market could impact 

China’s meat imports; the new outbreak in Beijing grew to 106 cases 

Tuesday with 29 communities back on lockdown. 

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

Egypt, India, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 
 "Trump on coronavirus: 'If we stop testing right now, we'd have very few 

cases, if any'" (thehill) 

 
 "FDA ends emergency use of hydroxychloroquine for coronavirus" 

(politico) 

 
 "Biden says Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic was ‘almost 

criminal’" (washingtonpost) 

 
 "Republican congressman who just announced he has the coronavirus 

refused to wear a face mask on the House floor 2 weeks ago" 

(businessinsider) 
 

The hashtag #turkishstudentlivesmatter trended as Turkish students 

complained that university entry exams scheduled for 27-28 June are not 
postponed. 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the Washington Times, CNN and the Guardian. 

 

RT (Spanish version), El Diario, El Pais and Clarin, and Le Monde and Le 
Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and French sources, 

respectively. 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-revokes-emergency-use-authorization-chloroquine-and
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-revokes-emergency-use-authorization-chloroquine-and
https://istoe.com.br/brasil-chega-a-891-556-casos-de-covid-19-e-44-118-obitos-diz-consorcio-de-veiculos-de-imprensa/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/16/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-by-imperial-college-london-begins
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jun/16/boris-johnson-faces-tory-rebellion-over-marcus-rashfords-school-meals-call
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jun/16/boris-johnson-faces-tory-rebellion-over-marcus-rashfords-school-meals-call
https://english.elpais.com/economy_and_business/2020-06-15/first-german-tourists-arrive-in-spains-balearic-islands-with-no-fear-of-coronavirus-i-feel-very-safe.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/coronavirus-news-uk-deaths-cases-shops-face-masks-lockdown/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/coronavirus-news-uk-deaths-cases-shops-face-masks-lockdown/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/italy-reports-26-new-deaths-from-coronavirus-/1877979
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-france-casualties/french-coronavirus-death-toll-stays-under-30-cases-slightly-up-idUSKBN23M2PB
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/116996/coronavirus-55-new-infections-4-deaths-in-belgium/
https://today.rtl.lu/news/luxembourg/a/1534422.html
https://www.trtworld.com/life/russia-s-coronavirus-cases-near-550-000-latest-updates-37310
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/abandoning-lockdown-indias-coronavirus-cases-may-reach-800000-in-a-month-study/articleshow/76397273.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/abandoning-lockdown-indias-coronavirus-cases-may-reach-800000-in-a-month-study/articleshow/76397273.cms
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/16/c_139143755.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/16/c_139143755.htm
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/covid-19-pakistan-reports-highest-daily-deaths/1878423
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/covid-19-new-zealand-confirms-two-new-cases-of-coronavirus-2246859
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/covid-19-new-zealand-confirms-two-new-cases-of-coronavirus-2246859
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2020/06/119_291305.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2020/06/119_291305.html
https://japantoday.com/category/national/urgent-tokyo-reports-27-new-daily-coronavirus-infections
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/16/coronavirus-cases-tied-to-beijing-market-could-impact-china-meat-imports.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/16/coronavirus-cases-tied-to-beijing-market-could-impact-china-meat-imports.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/china-coronavirus-cases-beijing-second-wave-surge-covid-19-infections-latest-news-today-2020-06-16/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/china-coronavirus-cases-beijing-second-wave-surge-covid-19-infections-latest-news-today-2020-06-16/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/502819-trump-on-coronavirus-if-we-stop-testing-right-now-wed-have-very-few-cases
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/15/fda-ends-emergency-use-of-hydroxychloroquine-319872
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-says-trumps-handling-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-was-almost-criminal/2020/06/12/f0b11024-acef-11ea-a9d9-a81c1a491c52_story.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/republican-congressman-with-coronavirus-refused-to-wear-mask-in-capitol-2020-6?IR=T
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Xu Hejian (China, Beijing City spokesman): 

"The epidemic situation in the capital is extremely severe"; "Right 

now we have to take strict measures to stop the spread of Covid-19". 

 

 

 

+ 

 Fact Check 
Fact checked: health-related claims 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that the novel coronavirus does not affect 

people with ‘O+’ blood type, reporting that the claims are not based on 

sound scientific evidence (vishvasnews). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that Dr Fauci said that people no longer need 

to wear masks, reporting that the video making the rounds is old and since 

then Fauci’s views and that of most organisations have changed, as more 

information became available about the disease (snopes). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk a viral video in which Shiva Ayyadurai, who falsely 

claims he invented email, exposes Dr Anthony Fauci and the White House 

coronavirus task force as members of the so-called "Deep State" 

(faktograf). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 is pulmonary thrombosis - not 

pneumonia - and is caused by a bacterium - not a virus - “amplified” by 5G 

technology (verafiles). 

 Colombian fact checkers debunk a video in which lawyer and Christian 

pastor Samuel Ángel claims that China purposefully spread the coronavirus 

around the world through secret agents (colombiacheck). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vishvasnews.com/english/viral/fact-check-coronavirus-does-not-affect-people-with-o-blood-type-is-misleading/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/fauci-masks-no-longer-needed/
https://faktograf.hr/2020/06/15/ayyadurai-nije-vrhunski-lijecnik-niti-izumitelj-e-maila-vec-teoreticar-zavjera/
https://verafiles.org/articles/vera-files-fact-check-viral-posts-falsely-claim-covid-19-thr
https://colombiacheck.com/chequeos/video-de-samuel-angel-sobre-como-china-esparcio-el-virus-por-el-mundo-esta-repleto-de

