
Harnessing technology and data to boost societal impact and Sustainable Technology 
Transfer for the UN SDG goals



What is an impact license?

Intentional

Measurable

Additional
Licensing must be made in undercapitalised areas 
and must consider whether the impact outcome 
would have occurred without the licensing

Impact License = Time-bound permission granted by a technology holder to bring an IP, 

technology or a product or a service to a pre-defined market for societal value creation

Impact should be targeted intentionally, and 
licensing should achieve a positive benefit for 
society. This requires an explicit before-the-event 
statement and a strategy that proactively pursues 
economic, social, or environmental goals

Impact should be measured quantitatively and 
qualitatively, ideally by independent third parties, 
to maximise trustworthiness and credibility

Impact Licensing is an evolution in IP management analogous to the 
development of impact licensing, lying between purely profit-driven and 

purely philanthropic approaches

An impact license is characterised by three key 
principles:
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Impact Licensing – innovation in IP management 
facilitating tech access

Impact Licensing removes barriers for technology holders by assuring technology usage for societal impact

Value for Technology Holders

• Enhanced asset valuation

• Opportunities for open 
innovation

• Access to valuable data, 

• Increased access to impact-
driven resources

…In addition to improved 
reputational positioning from 
participating in societal impact 
creation and possibility of economic
returns through fair royalty fees.
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About us

impactlicensing.org/

The Impact Licensing Initiative was founded in 2020 to respond to a key insight: While there is a 
strong focus on service innovation for creating large-scale impact, the potential of 
technology as a multiplier for that impact is often overlooked, and through that we 
observe that there are vast resources of technologies that are underutilised to solve 
today’s challenges.
A non-profit, ILI is a trusted partner for technology owners to develop impact licenses and is 
an advocate of impact licensing in the EU and beyond.

The Impact Licensing Studio is a venture builder, working with impact licensed technologies to 
adapt them and bring them to societal markets. Its vision is to reduce the complexity for bringing 
diverse technologies and business models to market. We want to see companies tackling 
problems with hardware and software in emerging markets funded and delivering the returns to 
investors in line with the scale of the problems they are solving. 

Developing the tools, frameworks and engagement needed to drive adoption of impact licensing 
across the European Union. 
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For more information

Read our whitepaper, “Impact Licensing as a Strategic Instrument for Impact Investment”:  
https://www.impactlicensing.eu/publications

Publication on impact licensing in IP helpdesk bulletin Impact Licensing - European Commission (europa.eu)

Publication on Impact licensing as strategic tool for access on health crisis Report on the feasibility and analysis of 
“Impact Licensing Initiative” (ILI) for technology access during a health crisis - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu)

CONTACT:

Johan Moyersoen, General Manager Impact Licenising Initative
johan@impactlicensing.org
+32 477 93 23 11

Jennifer Marzullo, Director Impact Licensing Studio
jennifer@impactlicensing.org
+44 7884 268 231
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