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Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute 

respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) is dominating the 

news, with over 100 thousand articles per day on Monday (in 70 

languages, as detected by MEDISYS). 

 
Figure 1 Media reports on coronavirus (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Headlines  

 
 USA: nearly 100,000 Americans died from COVID-19; meatpacking 

plants reopen while data about worker illness remains elusive 

 Brazil has registered 374,898 cases and 23,473 deaths surpassing the US 

in number of daily deaths for second day 

 UK: Minister Douglas Ross quits over Dominic Cummings’ lockdown 

actions; nursing home on isle of Skye with more than a quarter of its 

residents dead and nearly all infected; non-essential retail shops to reopen 

in England from 15 June 

 Spain will lift two-week coronavirus quarantine for overseas arrivals from 

1 July 

 Italy reports lowest number of new coronavirus cases since February with 

300 new cases on Monday 

 France: President Macron to unveil today post-crisis plans for car industry  

 Germany continues to ease coronavirus restrictions as 289 new cases were 

reported 

 Belgium reported 250 new cases and 27 hospital admissions; cafés could 

reopen on 8 June or earlier  

 Luxembourg: restaurants and cafés to open on Friday as only one new 

case was reported on Monday  

 Russia reports record one-day rise in deaths with 8,915 new cases and 174 

deaths 

 India now ranks fourth globally on daily increase in cases with 7,000 new 

cases on Monday 

 Mexico City records thousands more deaths than usual, amid doubt over 

official death toll 

 Singapore’s economy could shrink by as much as 7% this year, which 

would be the worst reading since independence 

 Egypt announced a nationwide curfew from 5 pm instead of the previous 9 

pm from Sunday until Friday as 702 new cases were reported on Monday 

 South Korea: cases linked to nightclub area Itaewon continued to increase 

on Monday with a total of 247 cases 

 Japan: state of emergency was lifted Monday night in all remaining 

prefectures with Tokyo aiming to initiate phase two by this weekend 

 China reports seven new mainland cases vs 11 a day earlier; Wuhan 

performed 6.5 million coronavirus tests in just 9 days according to state 

media  

 

 
Figure 2 Geolocations mentioned in coronavirus media reports showing 

clusters of media reports on Italy, France, Spain, Germany, the UK, Russia, 

Egypt, China, South Korea and Japan (source: EMM/MEDISYS) 

Twitter  
 

 

The following news were found among the most mentioned/retweeted items: 

 

 "González Laya asks the EU for common rules for opening borders" 

(elpais) 

 

 "Vox falls in all the polls despite making noise in the street, the 

institutions and the courts" (eldiario) 

 

 "Derry man jailed after driving 280 miles to Kerry to buy puppies" 

(belfasttelegraph) 

 

 "All non-essential retail shops can reopen in England from 15 June, 

Johnson says" (sky) 

 

 "UK hospital closes A&E and no longer accepting new patients" 

(independent) 

 

 "NHS doctor threatens to resign if Dominic Cummings does not" (sky) 

 

 "Trump tweets and golfs, but makes no mention of virus’s toll" (nytimes) 

 

 "A man coughed on a Wegmans employee. Now he’s charged with a 

felony." (nytimes) 

 

 "Migrant on Shramik Express dies hungry" (telegraphindia) 

 

The most mentioned English sources were the New York Times, the 

Guardian, Reuters, the Washington Post and CNN. 

 

El Diario, ABC, RT (Spanish Version), La Nacion and El Pais, and Le 

Monde and Le Parisien were among the most mentioned Spanish and French 

sources, respectively. 

 

https://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/alertedition/en/CoronavirusInfection.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/26/politics/trump-covid-death-toll/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/business/coronavirus-meatpacking-plants-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/business/coronavirus-meatpacking-plants-cases.html
https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/brasil-registra-374898-casos-de-coronavirus-23473-mortes-2-24445215
https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/brasil-tem-mais-mortes-por-covid-19-que-os-estados-unidos-pelo-segundo-dia-consecutivo-24445825
https://oglobo.globo.com/sociedade/brasil-tem-mais-mortes-por-covid-19-que-os-estados-unidos-pelo-segundo-dia-consecutivo-24445825
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-52806086
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-52806086
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/world/europe/coronavirus-uk-nursing-homes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/world/europe/coronavirus-uk-nursing-homes.html
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-all-non-essential-retail-shops-can-reopen-in-england-from-15-june-pm-says-11994586
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-all-non-essential-retail-shops-can-reopen-in-england-from-15-june-pm-says-11994586
https://english.elpais.com/economy_and_business/2020-05-25/spain-will-lift-two-week-quarantine-on-overseas-arrivals-from-july-1.html
https://english.elpais.com/economy_and_business/2020-05-25/spain-will-lift-two-week-quarantine-on-overseas-arrivals-from-july-1.html
https://www.axios.com/italy-coronavirus-cases-february-b67df41c-fa47-4c51-863e-2864fc6d7547.html
https://www.lefigaro.fr/economie/macron-vise-un-million-de-voitures-propres-made-in-france-20200526
https://www.thelocal.de/20200525/latest-germany-continues-to-ease-coronavirus-restrictions-as-289-new-cases-reported
https://www.thelocal.de/20200525/latest-germany-continues-to-ease-coronavirus-restrictions-as-289-new-cases-reported
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/113423/coronavirus-250-new-infections-27-hospital-admissions-in-belgium/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/business/113314/cafes-could-reopen-before-8-june-says-minister/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/business/113314/cafes-could-reopen-before-8-june-says-minister/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/109878/coronavirus-belgium-reaches-50781-confirmed-cases/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/restaurants-und-cafes-sind-ab-freitag-wieder-offen-mit-terrasse-schon-ab-mittwoch/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/3-993-menschen-in-luxemburg-positiv-auf-corona-getestet-zahl-der-toten-bleibt-bei-110/
https://www.tageblatt.lu/headlines/3-993-menschen-in-luxemburg-positiv-auf-corona-getestet-zahl-der-toten-bleibt-bei-110/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russia-reports-record-one-day-rise-in-coronavirus-deaths-idUSKBN2320UP
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-russia-cases/russia-reports-record-one-day-rise-in-coronavirus-deaths-idUSKBN2320UP
https://thewire.in/health/india-covid-19-cases-daily-increase
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/india-stares-at-july-peak-cases-rise-7k-in-24-hrs-89987
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/india-stares-at-july-peak-cases-rise-7k-in-24-hrs-89987
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/mexico-city-records-thousands-more-deaths-than-usual-amid-doubt-over-official-covid-19-toll
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/26/mexico-city-records-thousands-more-deaths-than-usual-amid-doubt-over-official-covid-19-toll
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/26/singapore-reports-first-quarter-gdp-cuts-2020-forecast-on-coronavirus.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/26/singapore-reports-first-quarter-gdp-cuts-2020-forecast-on-coronavirus.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/369945/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-reports--new-coronavirus-cases,--deaths-on-M.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/369945/Egypt/Politics-/Egypt-reports--new-coronavirus-cases,--deaths-on-M.aspx
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200526000251
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200526000251
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/26/national/japan-multispeed-reopening-coronavirus-emergency/#.XszQsGgzbIU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/26/national/japan-multispeed-reopening-coronavirus-emergency/#.XszQsGgzbIU
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cases/china-reports-seven-new-mainland-covid-19-cases-vs-11-a-day-earlier-idUSKBN23201T
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/26/asia/coronavirus-wuhan-testing-intl-hnk/index.html
https://elpais.com/sociedad/2020-05-26/ultimas-noticias-del-coronavirus-en-espana-y-en-el-mundo-en-directo.html
https://www.eldiario.es/politica/Vox-encuestas-intento-politico-coronavirus_0_1029947340.html
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus/derry-man-jailed-after-driving-280-miles-to-kerry-to-buy-puppies-39136181.html
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-all-non-essential-retail-shops-can-reopen-in-england-from-15-june-pm-says-11994586
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-uk-hospital-weston-super-mare-nhs-general-ae-patients-a9531116.html
https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-nhs-doctor-threatens-to-resign-if-dominic-cummings-does-not-11994170
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/24/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-death-toll.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/us/coronavirus-terrorism-nj.html
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/coronavirus-lockdown-migrant-labourer-on-shramik-express-dies-hungry/cid/1775560
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Extracted Quotes 
 

 

Michael Ryan (WHO, Executive Director): 

"Right now, we’re not in the second wave. We’re right in the middle 

of the first wave globally"; "We’re still very much in a phase where 

the disease is actually on the way up". 

 

Arancha González Laya (Spain, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

European Union and Cooperation): 

"We want to make sure that people come from safe countries, but also 

that there is a European definition of what a safe country is. We want 

common controls and rules". 

 

 

 Fact Check 
Fact checked: health claims 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that inhaling steam with turmeric, 

epper, lemon, ginger and basil will kill the virus (vishvasnews). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that asymptomatic coronavirus 

carriers are not contagious (open). 

 

Fact checked: anti-vax claims 

 Fact checkers debunk a YouTube video in which an alleged doctor 

claims that the COVID-19 vaccine will alter the human genetic 

code (stopfake). 

 

Fact checked: conspiracy theories 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 is part of a plan 

concocted by the world elites to vaccinate and control the world 

population and that Italian doctors performed autopsies of COVID-

19 victims, disobeying the WHO, and found that a bacterium, 

treatable with antibiotics - and not a virus - caused their deaths 

(indiatoday). 

 Fact checkers debunk claims that COVID-19 is part of a plan to 

vaccinate and control the world population through artificial 

intelligence, with COVID allegedly standing for “certificate of 

vaccination identification” and 19 indicating respectively the first 

and the ninth letters of the alphabet: AI (facta). 

 Fact checkers debunk social media posts claiming that The 

Washington Post has reported that patient zero was a worker at the 

Wuhan Institute of Virology (observador). 

 

 

https://www.vishvasnews.com/english/politics/fact-check-post-claiming-inhaling-of-steam-with-turmeric-pepper-lemon-ginger-basil-will-kill-corona-virus-is-fake/
https://www.open.online/2020/05/25/coronavirus-uno-studio-dimostra-che-gli-asintomatici-non-sono-contagiosi-no-dimostra-la-forza-della-prevenzione/
https://www.stopfake.org/ru/fejk-vaktsina-ot-koronavirusa-budet-menyat-geneticheskij-kod-cheloveka/
https://www.indiatoday.in/fact-check/story/blot-clot-coronavirus-italian-doctors-who-1681512-2020-05-25
https://facta.news/notizia-falsa/2020/05/25/no-covid-19-non-significa-certificato-di-identificazione-della-vaccinazione-e-non-centra-lintelligenza-artificiale/
https://observador.pt/factchecks/fact-check-the-washington-post-escreveu-que-paciente-zero-trabalhava-num-laboratorio-em-wuhan/

